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Sunday night's vicious thunderstorm did have one upside: It allowed our photographer to 
get this striking shot in Park Slope. 

UGHTS OUT! 


Con Ed botches first heatwave 


By Marie Cunningham 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The summer’s first heat wave hit Brooklyn 
full force, thanks to a Con Edison power outage 
on Sunday evening that left thousands without 
electricity and tens of thousands more jammed 
up in the subways. 

System overloads caused power outages that af- 



Con Ed workers scrambled to restore full 
power on Smith Street Monday afternoon. 


fected nearly 3,000 residential customers, mostly 
in Boerum Hill. The blackout was also responsi- 
ble for mucking up subway signals, slowing some 
lines and closing others. 

“These were isolated equipment problems,” Con 
Edison spokesman Chris Olert said. “At any point, 
any piece of equipment can break. It’s bad luck of 
the draw.” 

Con Ed was trying to restore power to about 640 
residents and businesses in an area bounded by Pa- 
cific, Baltic, Hoyt and Court streets at around noon 
on Monday. The neighborhood’s electricity was fully 
restored by 5 pm that evening. Con Ed said. 

“The heat was probably a factor” for the black- 
out, Olert said, adding that Con Ed was running 
above its normal capacity. 

But Sunday evening’s vicious thunderstorms 
also knocked down cables, which contributed to 
the energy snafu, he said. 

With the debacle of the Queens blackout still 
fresh on many New Yorkers’ minds, some com- 
plained that Con Ed had not done enough during 
the cooler months to prepare for the inevitable heat 
See HOT! on page 2 


SPLITSVILLE! 


Brooklyn divorces up 30% 


A ll our exes live in . . . Brook- 
lyn? Yes, divorce cases are 
soaring in Kings County 
— up a whopping 30 percent 
since 2003. 

The surge covers uncon- 
tested divorces — which num- 
bered 5,489 in 2004 and jumped 
to 7,035 last year. Contested di- 
vorces — the ones that get ugly 
— are up five percent, accord- 
ing to Tom Kilfoyle, the clerk at 
the Adams Street courthouse. 

And no one knows why. It’s 
certainly not Brooklyn’s popu- 
lation increase — which is only 
up two percent so far this de- 

Of course, there are several 
theories: 

• Good times! The booming 
economy between 2003 and 
2007 allowed dissatisfied cou- 
ples to realize that they could 
now afford to break up. 

“Ahealthy economy means 
steady traffic at the divorce 
court,” said Saul Edelstein, 
the dean of Brooklyn’s di- 
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vorce bar, who has been rendering people asun- 
der for more than 40 years. 

“When the economy is good, the husband or 
wife says, ‘Hey,now I can afford a divorce.’ Man, 
2003 to 2004 was whoopie time for me.” 

• Bad times! Of course, when the economy 
tanks, so do many marriages. And the economy 
in the first five months of 2008 — when 2,550 
marriages were dissolved in uncontested fashion 
— has been pretty bad. 

“There tend to be more divorces during bad 
times,” said Donald Mastrodomenico, another leg- 
end of the Brooklyn divorce scene. 

• More hate! Clearly, if divorces are surging, more 
and more Brooklynites are falling out of love. 

But that fact doesn’t explain why there would be 
so many divorces all of a sudden. 

“I really don’t think it’s because Brooklynites 
are hating each other more than before,” said Jef- 
See DIVORCE on page 5 


CALL OFF 
THE DOGS! 


Nathan's frank contest 
goes on a two-minute diet 

By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The celebrated Nathan’s hot dog contest, the granddaddy of all 
competitive-eating spectacles, will drop from 12 minutes to just 10 
this year — and traditionalists are outraged. 

The sudden change in the so-called World Cup of Eating was not 
publicly announced, but appears in a vaguely worded, three-paragraph 
item on the Major League Eating Web site. The note said the change 
for the upcoming July 4 contest comes after the discovery of a trove 
of “numerous old items and ephem- 
Jil ■ - _ fa era” near the Nathan’s stand at the 

1 1 tjrl 11 L historic corner of Surf and Still- 

JtUJk' -10: well avenues in Coney Island. 

■Tl - i “Somerandomnotesandcon- 
" test-related scribblings were ap- 
parently unearthed at Nathan’s,” 
said George Shea, chairman of 
Major League Eating. 

Shea allowed The Brooklyn Paper an exclusive look at the nota- 
tions, which were in a lady’s neat handwriting scrawled on a program 
from the 23rd annual convention of the Optical Society of the State 
of New York, which was held at the Hotel St. George in Brooklyn 
Heights in 1918. 

“Handwerker’s frankfurter rules,” the scribbles state, a reference to 
Nathan Handwerker, who opened Nathan’s in Coney Island in 1916 and 
oversaw the celebrated first hot-dog-eating contest that year, which, ac- 
cording to legend was won by Jim Mullen with 13 hot dogs and buns. 
Last year’s winner set a record with 66 HDBs in 12 minutes. 

But according to the scribbles on the Optical Society program, 
Handwerker’s “rules” in the early years consisted of a noon contest 
that lasted “10 minutes.” 

That said, it is unclear whether the “rules” were scribbled on the 
program in 1918 or years later by someone using the program as scrap 
See HOT DOCS on page 12 




Red hot summer 

Victoria Ase with Ernest Kaczchinski at Coney Island Pier on Sunday. Rec- 
ord heat hit the borough last weekend, and an enormous crowd cooled 
off at the beach. 


Clones 
open on 

Tuesday 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The wait ’til next year is finally over, 
Cyclones fans. 

At long last, nearly nine months after 
the Brooklyn Cyclones were swept in the 
New York-Penn League finals by the 
Auburn Doubledays , the ’Clones begin 
their quest for their second champion- 
ship with their home opener against the 
hated Staten Island Yankees on Tues- 
day, June 17, at 7 pm at Keyspan Park. 
The action moves to Staten Island on 
Wednesday night and then back to Key- 
span on Thursday. 

Manager Edgar Alfonzo, who led 
the Cyclones in their lone champion- 
ship season in 2001 and returned last 
year to pilot the minor-leaguers to an- 
other near miracle, will be back in the 
dugout calling the shots. 



Alan Newton got a degree from Medgar Evers College last week after serving 22 years in 
prison for a crime he did not commit. The 46-year-old was eventually exonerated thanks to 
DNA evidence and went on to get a degree in business from the school in Crown Heights. 



Dyker junior links open 


By Jessica Firger 

for 791# Brooklyn Paper - 

First golfer Mayor Bloomberg 
broke in the putting green at the 
city’s newest golf center at Dyker 
Beach Park last Friday, but Hiz- 
zoner will never get to play a 
round at the six-hole complex 
— it’s exclusively for kids. 

The new City Parks Junior Golf 
Center, a six-hole course built on a 
formerly empty lot next to the ex- 
isting 18-hole Dyker Beach pub- 
lic links, offers free and compre- 
hensive lessons for kids, ages 6 to 
17. 

The $8-million center, run by 
the City Parks Foundation, also 
includes a chipping range, golf 
simulators and a 5,000-square- 
foot clubhouse. Open seven days 
a week between July and October, 


the center is the first of its kind in 
the country. 

“This facility will introduce 
so many children, who otherwise 
wouldn’t have had the chance to 
all the benefits of the game, in- 
cluding sportsmanship, self-disci- 
pline and enjoying the outdoors,” 
said the mayor. 

Eleven-year-old golf buff Er- 
ika Cristiano of Bay Ridge agreed, 
though she put it a different way. 

“I like that golf’s not like other 
games,” said Christiano, who 
caught the golf bug while par- 
ticipating in a less-intensive City 
Parks Foundation program that 
gives kids the basics. 

But that’s nothing compared to 
the new center, said Gregg Gau- 
locher, director of the facility. 

“You can teach someone to 
See FREE GOLF on page 6 
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Mayor Bloomberg broke in the putting 
green at the new junior golf center in 
Dyker Heights. Here, Hannah Yousset, 
12, followed Hizzoner. 


IKEA READIES FOR ITS BIG OPENING DAY ON JUNE 18. SEE PAGE 2 AND GO BROOKLYN 







The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.c 


(718) 834-9350 


June 14, 2008 



I IKEA POLICES HOOK 

Retail giant hires 17 cops to handle traffic all summer 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Ikea is so concerned about 
traffic after its opening in Red . , 

Hookon Wednesday, June 18, ' 

that the Swedish furniture gi- 


EXCLUSIVE 


i: Quiet Clinton Street in Red Hook 
e Ikea opens on June 18. 


weekend day. Its plans also en- 
tail free ferry and subway shut- 
tle service to Borough Hall and 
Smith-Ninth Street — but these 
forms of transportation may not 
Renting more than a dozen appeal to shoppers lugging home 

of New York’s Finest is part of cumbersome furniture (or stock- 

ant will pay the NYPD to de- [k ea ’ s multi-pronged approach piling Swedish meatballs), 

ploy 17 uniformed cops to keep to dealing with the thousands of For drivers , Ikea has paid the 

cars flowing through the sum- shoppers every weekday, and the city to put up new signs on high- 

mer, The Brooklyn Paper has estimated 17,000 customers each ways and local roads directing 


drivers to and from the Beard 
Street mega-store. Clinton Street 
will be the main artery for driv- 
ers to reach the 22-acre water- 
front store — Ikea’s first in the 

The anticipated increase in 
traffic in what has been a re- 
mote neighborhood was one of 
the chief arguments levied by 
critics six years ago against per- 
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mining the store to open. 

But Deputy Inspector Mi- 
chael Kemper, the command- 
ing officer of the 76thPrecinct, 
which covers Red Hook, has 
heard these unfulfilled hypoth- 
eses before, like when the city 
opened a cruise ship terminal 
off of Imlay Street in 2006. 

“Every time that a ship is in, 
we have thousands of cars in 


OPENS JUNE 18! 


and out of Red Hook,” Kem- 
per said, adding that the addi- 
tional traffic is not a big deal. 

But cruise ships only come 
in once a week on average — 
and only during the sailing sea- 
son — unlike Ikea, which will 
be open from 10 am to 10 pm, 
seven days a week. 

With traffic expected to be 
steady and severe , Ikea lined up 
the 17 cops from the NYPD’s 
“paid detail unit.” 

That unit is a pool of off-duty 
cops who make more than $30 
per hour by doing additional, 
city-sanctioned police work on 
their time off. Rockefeller Cen- 
ter, Yankee Stadium and syna- 
gogues and merchants associa- 
tions have paid for cops in the 
past, the NYPD said. 

Despite concerns about traf- 
fic , Red Hook residents remain 
pleased at the big blue giant 
hulking at the southern edge 
of their hardscrabble neighbor- 
hood, where unemployment is 
around 20 percent. 

Though the company, citing 
employee privacy, will not di- 
vulge how many of its 600 po- 
sitions have been filled by Red 
Hookers, neighbors are still lav- 
ishing praise. 

“It’s a large number,” said 
Dorothy Shields, president of 
the Red Hook East Tenants As- 
sociation, who added that she 
personally knows five people 
who became managers. 

“I’m well satisfied. They kept 
their promise.” 


HOT! 

Continued from page 1 

“We’ve seen this before — 
businesses shuttered as a result of 
Con Ed’s ineptitude,” said Coun- 
cilman Eric Gioia (D-Queens) 
“How much more do we need 
to put up with before we say 
enough’s enough? This is what 
happens when an under-regu- 
lated monopoly runs amok.” 

Olert rejected Gioia’s charge, 
saying that Con Ed spent $1 .7 bil- 
lion in new cables, transformers 
and substations across the five 
boroughs since last September. 
And the company has handed 
out $50,000 in payments to af- 
fected stores. 

But the money did not pre- 
vent a blackout that lasted 24 
hours for some people and af- 
fected service along the 2,3,4, 
F and G subway lines. 

“We have a2-year-old daugh- 
ter, so we would have liked to 
turn on the A/C,” said Mike 
Grassotti, who lives on Smith 
Street at Warren Street and did 
not have power during the swel- 
tering Sunday night . It was back 
by 8:30 am, he said. 

But that wasn’t soon enough to 
avoid a disastrous morning rush 
hour, when service along the F 
and G lines remained spotty. 

“We had to bring in generators 
to run the signals,” said Charles 
Seaton, spokesman for NYCTran- 
sit. “But they don’t produce as 
much power as Con Ed.” 

Even as critics say that Con 
Ed is 0-for-l so far this year, the 
state Department of Public Ser- 
vices, which regulates the en- 
ergy giant, says it’s too early to 
pass judgment. 

“An assessment [of the black- 
out] would be premature,” said 
agency spokeswoman Ann Dal- 
ton, who added, “They are being 
watched on a daily basis, 24/7.” 
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'PAVE’ the way 
for Red Hook 
charter school 

By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It’s official! A Red Hook public elementary school will 
share its building next fall with a new charter school, de- 
spite protests from some parents and teachers who did not 
want to give an inch, let alone a few classrooms. 

The PAVE Academy will begin next year with 88 students 
enrolled in kindergarten and first grade in a handful of class- 
rooms and administrative offices inside PS 15 on Sullivan 
Street, which is at 54 percent capacity according to the De- 
partment of Education. 

The announcement that PS 15 — also known as the Daly 
School for its former principal Patrick Daly who was slain in a 
gang-related shooting 15 years ago — would share space with 
the charter school ignited a firestorm of opposition from par- 
ents and educators in February. 

But a series of a meetings in the spring with PAVE officials 
defused some of the tension and even won over some parents, 
who have entered their children in the new academy, which 
will eventually cover K-8. 

“If my daughter goes to a charter school, she’s going to 
sprout like a pretty flower,” said Sonae Ketter, who just en- 
rolled her daughter at PAVE, which stands for Perseverance, 
Achievement, Vibrance and Excellent character. 

Some critics remain angry, fearing that the loss of six to 
eight rooms will crowd the public school. 

“They shouldn’t be there. They’re going to take up a lot of 
room our kids need,” said Vickie LaSalle , the mother of a stu- 
dent at PS 15. 

One teacher speculated that the resources of the charter school, 
which is part of the public school system, might breed jealousy. 

“I don’t want our kids to feel slighted if [PAVE has] the lat- 
est and greatest,” said one teacher, requesting anonymity. 

The PAVE Academy will have a maximum class size of 22 
students with two teachers in every classroom, and longer school 
days and years. The school “will focus relentlessly on prepar- 
ing children for college,” said PAVE’s founder and director 
Spencer Robertson. Robertson added that 75 percent of next 
year’s students are from the Red Hook ZIP code, 11231. 

PS 15’s reputation is nothing to sneer at. The Department 
of Education gave the school an “A” on its report card, which 
mainly tracks student improvement over the previous year. 

Though PAVE will have a private entrance to the school on 
Wolcott Street, it’s possible that the students and administra- 
tion of the respective schools could butt heads over turf. 

PAVE’s pupils will be easily identified by their school uni- 
forms. Meanwhile, the principals must sort out issues of how 
to share the cafeteria, auditorium and playground and other 
common spaces. 


Docs: LICH prognosis negative 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Medical staff at Long Island 
College Hospital say the only 
way to save their institution’s 
body is to cut off its head. 

To rescue ITCH from mount- 
ing financial losses and declin- 
ing patient visits some doctors 
and nurses say the hospital 
should sever its connection 
with Continuum Health Part- 
ners, the company that man- 
ages LICH and several Man- 
hattan hospitals. 

LICH doctors and other staff- 
ers have filed a complaint with 
the state Department of Health 
to terminate their affiliation 
with Continuum and were joined 
by members of Brooklyn’s con- 
gressional delegation and other 
elected officials in a protest on 
hospital ground in the swelter- 
ing heat on Monday. 

Critics say that Cobble Hill’s 
venerable medical facility has 
been on a steady decline since it 
joined Continuum in 1998, dur- 
ing a wave of mergers and af- 
filiations across the country. 

LICH now has a $35 -million 
deficit on this year’s $330-mil- 
lion budget, a sign, staffers say, 
that the 150-year-oldhospitalis 
headed towards bankruptcy. 

“After 10 years [with Con- 
tinuum], our current financial 



Politicians and doctors rallied outside the 150-year-old 
Long Island College Hospital, claiming that the Manhat- 
tan-based health care company that operates the facil- 
ity is running it into the ground. 


COLUMBIA ST. 


Columbia Street wants normalcy 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

After three years of rebuild- 
ing Columbia Street, work crews 
are finally down to the last few 
blocks — between Atlantic Av- 
enue and Congress Street. But 
residents complain the city needs 
to step up street cleaning, re- 
store bus routes and plant park- 
ing signs along the main drag. 

Garbage is everywhere in 
the waterfront barrio, despite 
a mostly paved, tree-lined street. 
And residents said they remain 
confused about where to park 
and catch a bus. 

The B61, the mass transit 
lifeline for the hard-to-reach 
neighborhood, had been re- 
routed along Hicks Street dur- 
ing the road work, but in recent 
weeks its path has been inconsis- 
tent. Officially, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority says 
the bus will continue on Hicks 
Street for two more months, but 



it has been spotted traveling on 
Columbia Street. 

Meanwhile, there’s a shortage 
of parking signs on many blocks , 
causing uncertainty whether cer- 
tain spaces are legal. Others are 
interpreting it as a free pass to 
park at will. 

The street itself is becoming 
dirty (see photo) — and a neigh- 
borhood source said it was be- 
cause there has been no street 


cleaning for weeks. 

But the Department of San- 
itation said it has not curtailed 
street cleaning. 

“We are cleaning the streets 
as normal,” said agency spokes- 
woman Kathy Dawkins. 

The lengthy rehabilitation 
of Columbia Street had been a 
source of frustration for neigh- 
bors, so when the city announced 
it was near on the end this spring, 
the community swelled with re- 
lief. Freebird Books even threw 
a party in May. 

“Everyone was excited,” said 
Brian McCormick, a member of 
the Columbia Waterfront Neigh- 
borhood Association. “But it’s 
pretty dismal. The street looks 
very fringe-y after great expec- 
tations.” 

The city’s Department of De- 
sign and Construction says the 
last stage of reconstruction be- 
tween Atlantic Avenue and Con- 
gress Street will finish in four 
to six weeks, give or take. 


difficulty is far worse,” said Dr. 
Arnold Licht, president of the 
hospital’s medical staff. 

Continuum’s sale of hospital 
real estate, including five clin- 
ics, to offset losses is a recipe 
for continued shrinkage of ser- 
vices and revenue for the hos- 
pital, Licht said of the 506-bed 
facility. 

“I do envision them down- 
sizing us further to a hospital 
of 200 beds, which would oper- 
ate without any of the stuff that 
we were renowned for,” such as 
its OBGYN and urology cen- 
ters, Licht told The Brooklyn 
Paper. 

Continuum denies that it has 
plans to shutter the hospital and 
said that many hospitals do not 
run at full capacity because of 
the shift towards outpatient care, 
rather than lengthy hospital stays 
for patients. 

The health care giant also de- 
fended the sale of neighborhood 
clinics, including one nearGrand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope that 
had more than 40,000 patient 
visits per year, because such 
clinics increased the financial 
strain on LICH. 

“These are physician prac- 
tices that were struggling,” 
said Jim Mandler, a Contin- 
uum spokesman. 

Other sold properties include 
the landmark Lamm Institute 
building on Amity Street in Cob- 
ble Hill, whichnetted $6.1 mil- 
lion; the former Longshoremen’s 
medical center on Court Street 
in Carroll Gardens, which LICH 
used for its nursing and radiol- 
ogy schools until last year, when 
the building sold for $24 mil- 
lion; and several neighborhood 
brownstone houses — all done 
to narrow the gap between rev- 
enue and expenses. 

“When [a] real-estate hold- 
ing is no longer going to be used 
for the provision of medical ser- 
vices, it behooves the hospital to 
divest themselves of the hold- 
ing,” said Mandler. 

The staff remains uncon- 
vinced, firing off a complaint 
to Attorney General Cuomo in 
January that Continuum has mis- 
managed the hospital’s funds, in- 
cluding a$100-million bequest 
that was allegedly siphoned off to 
other branches of Continuum. 

Neighbors don’t want to see 
the facility go down the tubes. 

“We want this to be the best 
possible hospital because if you 
have an emergency, this is where 
you’re going to go,” said Cob- 
ble Hill Association member 
Margaret Ablon, whose daugh- 
ter gave birth to two children 
in LICH. 
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Now moving takes 
less out of you. 


• Full service movers 

• Fully insured & bonded 
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free boxes 
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Dealers ‘weed’ each other out 


POLICE BLOTTER 

to the police report, and depos- 


88TH PRECINCT 


Fort Creene-Clinton Hill 

A trio of armed bandits held 
five friends captive in a Lafay- 
ette Avenue apartment while the 
invaders looted the residence on 

The melee began when the resi- 
dent of the apartment, which is be- 
tween Washington Avenue and St. 
James Place, answered the front 
door of the building expecting a 
female friend at 12:30 am, but in- 
stead was bum-rushed by three 
men, one of whom pulled a sil- 
ver hand gun and pointed in the 

The hooligans broke open the 
apartment door and corralled the 
24-year-old tenant and the four 
other men in his apartment into 
the bedroom. 

“Where’s the weed?” one of 
the thugs yelled. 

“You bring money into my 
neighborhood and no one’s go- 
ing to notice?” another said. 

As a result of such taunting, 
cops believe that the victim was 
involved in drug dealing. 

The thieves rummaged through 
the apartment and took an Ap- 
ple computer, jewelry, Playstation 
video game system, and drove 
off in the resident’s 2006 Range 
Rover. 

Beat down 

A horde of teenagers robbed a 
woman on Myrtle Avenue early 
on June 2. 

The 20-year-old victim was 
near the comer of Emerson Place 
at 12:30 am when she was asked 
by a large pack of young men and 
women if she had any money. 

After she told them no, one 
person in the crowd lunged for 
her purse and others struck her 
in the face several times causing 
her to lose her grip on the pock- 
etbook. 

The bag contained $60, an 
iPod, her driver’s license and a 
credit card. 

Outnumbered 

Three intimidating hooli- 
gans mugged a Brooklyn Tech 
HS student on Fulton Street on 
June 2. 

“Don’t fight or you’ll get hurt ,” 
said one of the thugs at around 3 
pm between Rockwell and Ash- 
land places. 

The warning encouraged the 
14-year-old into surrendering his 
wallet containing $20 and a Met- 
rocard. 

Come up shorts 

A man’s wallet was stolen from 
his shorts in his Waverly Avenue 
office on June 2. 

The worker arrived at his place 
of business at 10 am, according 


ited his wallet in a pair of knick- 
ers while he went to labor else- 
where in the building, which is 
between Flushing and Park av- 

He told police that he returned 
half an hour later and the wal- 
let, containing $300, ID and as- 
sorted credit cards, was gone. 

Wide open 

Thieves burglarized a Wash- 
ington Avenue apartment on June 
3 by slipping in through a first- 
floor window. 

The resident told police she left 
her apartment, which is between 
Fulton Street and Gates Avenue, 
at 9 am and returned home 12 
hours later to find that the front 
window had been raised. 

Her checkbook, computer and 
a pair of diamond earrings were 
missing, according to the com- 
plaint she filed with police. 

Infirmary 

Burglars struck at a St. James 
Place apartment on June 4. 

The three roommates who 
share the apartment, between 
Fulton Street and Gates Avenue, 
were all away from the building 
between 6 pm and 8:40 pm. When 
one of them returned home, she 
saw the front door had been forc- 
ibly opened and the frame had 
been damaged. 

The thief stole three laptops 
and a video game system, accord- 
ing to the victims. 


Break in 

Intruders plundered a DeKalb 
Avenue construction site on June 
6 or 7. 

Burglars entered the site, which 
is between Vanderbilt and Cler- 
mont avenues, by breaking down 
a plywood barrier after 5:45 pm 
on June 6 and before noon the 

The construction company 
handling the renovations lost 
a drill, hammer, saw and other 
tools. — Mike McLaughlin 


84TH PRECINCT 


Downtown-DUMBO-Brook- 

lyn Heights-Boerum Hill 

Family jewels 

Two perps mugged a young 
couple on June 2 at the corner 
of Elm and Livingston streets, 
getting $6,300 in jewelry with- 
out a fight. 

The thugs had followed the 
couple for several blocks at 
around 1 1 : 30 pm, and then com- 
plimented them on their expen- 
sive wedding and engagement 

One thug then said, “You know, 
you are going to have to give up 
those rings, or we’re going to do 
something to you and you are go- 
ing to get hurt.” 

Once they got the rings, the 
criminals fled. 

Delivered 

Three thugs staged a robbery 
in the early hours of June 4 when 


they ordered cheeseburgers from 
an Atlantic Avenue diner and then 
beat up the deliveryman. 

The perps met the 33 -year- 
old deliveryman at the corner 
of Nevins and Pacific streets at 
2:35 am. One pulled a knife and 
said, “Give me everything,” while 
another punched the victim in 
the face, pushed him up against 
a wall, and stole $45 from his 
pockets and the food from his 

Stolen voices 

Punks grabbed at least two 
more phones right out of the vic- 
tim’s hands last week. Here’s a 
round-up: 

• On June 1 , two perps walked 
up behind a 19-year-old Queens 
woman on Fulton Street and 
snatched her T-Mobile Sidekick. 
The woman, who was near Law- 
rence Street at 2:30 pm, said the 
kids looked about 16 years old. 

• On June 2, another 16-year- 
old punk punched another kid in 
the face and then stole his iP- 
hone. The incident happened at 
5 pm as they two passed each 
other on Fulton Street near Ha- 
nover Place. 

Inside man 

Cops and Polytechnic Univer- 
sity officials are hunting a stu- 
dent or staff member suspected 
of stealing computers and other 
technical equipment after hours, 
cops said. 

On May 30, the perp stole two 
Apple computers from a lab in 
the school’s Metrotech campus 
around 7 pm after breaking the 
doorknob and cutting the laptop’s 
security cable. 

There were two similar inci- 


dents last week and cops found 
fingerprints this time. 

“It’s an inside job,” one cop 
suggested. “It’s becoming a 

Grand theft auto 

Car thefts are a continuing 
problem in the 84th Precinct, cops 
said, with older cars being swiped 
for parts. Last week, perps stole 
at least two cars from DUMBO 
and Brooklyn Heights: 

• A Kensington man left his 
2001 Volvo sedan parked on Front 
Street on June 1, but when he 
came back the next morning, it 
was gone fromits spotnear Bridge 
and Jay streets. 

• A Boerum Hill woman left 
her 2001 SUV parked on Clinton 
Street on May 24 for five days, 
and when she came back, it was 
gone. The carparkedthree blocks 
from her front door. 

— Sarah Portlock 


76TH PRECINCT 


Red Hook-Cobble Hill- 
Carroll Cardens 

Taking candy 

A villain stole a necklace from 
a toddler in aLorraine Street play- 
ground on June 1. 

The child’s mother told police 
that a witness, possibly the tyke’s 
nanny, saw aman remove the jew- 
elry from the young boy’s neck at 
the playground near the comer of 
Clinton Street at 9:15 pm. 

Out to dry 

Police captured a man for rob- 


bing a Lorraine Street Laundro- 

The suspected robber, 45, took 
himself to the cleaners, between 
Otsego and Columbia streets, at 
6:30 pm. Inside the business, the 
hoodlum smashed a window con- 
necting to the store’s locked of- 
fice and stole $25. 

Back on the street, police ap- 
prehende d a man fitting the thief’s 
description and the shopkeeper 
identified him as the culprit. 

Inside job 

No hiding place is too secure 
for a wallet in a Hicks Street 
hospital. 

A lady’s wallet was stolen 
from the supposedly locked 
drawer of her desk on June 6 
while she briefly left the office, 
between Atlantic Avenue and Pa- 
cific Street for about 15 minutes 
at 2:15 pm, the victim told po- 

She returned to find her purse 
no longer held her wallet, which 
had $40, an assortment of bank 
and credit cards and her ID. 

Truck out 

A roving band of bandits stole 
a trove of expensive construc- 
tion equipment from a Wood- 
hull Street site on June 2. 

Security cameras from a neigh- 
boring building show a white van 
arriving at the construction site, 
between Columbia and Hicks 
streets, at 5:10 pm and loading 
a generator, welder, demolition 
saw and electric hoist into the 
vehicle. — Mike McLaughlin 
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WILLIAMSBURG 


Two Trees gets 
chopped down 


The city hacked away at a developer’s plan to build a ho- 
tel near the Williamsburg waterfront on Wednesday, reject- 
ing a proposal for an eight-story inn to North 11th Street. 

The Department of Buildings rejected David Walentas’s 
$3 .6-million project, which called for the conversion of an in- 
dustrial building at Wythe Avenue that would have more than 
doubled the brick building’s height. 

It was not immediately clear why the DOB nixed the pro- 
posed hotel late on Wednesday afternoon. 

“Generally speaking, plans are disapproved for non-compli- 
ance with buildings and zonings regulations,” said an agency 
spokeswoman. 

The site of the proposed hotel — across the street from the 
populartouristsite,theBrooklynBrewery — is zoned for man- 
ufacturing. Hotel developers do not need to get a city rezoning 
to build lodging, which is why so many hotels are under con- 
struction or already operating in the Gowanus Canal zone. 

But height restrictions and other zoning rules apply. 

Walentas’s Two Trees Management and the hotel’s archi- 
tect Morris Adjmi refused to comment about what kind of ho- 
tel had been planned for the lot. 

Before the surprise rejection, news of a hotel caused more 
confusion than shock. 

“They keep putting up all these high-rises and big build- 
ings, and now a hotel?” asked Steve Ehlesman, owner of the 
Turkey’s Nest, a Bedford Avenue watering hole. “Who wants 
to spend $500 a night be on North 11th Street?” 

Plenty of people, says Todd Cahill, spokesman for Wil- 
liamsburg’s first boutique inn. Hotel Le Jolie. 

Since Hotel Le Jolie opened beside the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway in November, business at the 54-room inn has 
been booming, filling an average of 85 percent of its rooms 
— which start at about $329 — each night. 

“Williamsburg is becoming a trendy kind of a place where 
boutique hotels thrive,” Cahill said. “It’s a very niche mar- 
ket here that’s great for boutiques, but not so much so for the 
branded hotels like a Hilton or a Marriott.” 

Whether or not there is demand, some Williamsburgers 
don’t think that hotels are the best use of space in the neigh- 
borhood’s dwindling manufacturing district. 

“I don’t see the need for it there,” said Community Board 1 
member Evan Thies. “I’m just not sure that a mainly residen- 
tial and industry-based community is the place for a hotel.” 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Greenpoint: Our favorite neighborhood blogger is trying 
to raise cash for youth basketball players who can’t afford to 
pay $20 an hour to practice in the gym of the soon-to-close St. 
Cecilia's School. Donations can be made at www.greenpoint- 
ers.blogspot.com. ... Our pal, artist Mia Ferrara Wiesenthal, 
snagged the annual Bombay Sapphire Designer Glass Compe- 
tition’s grand prize. We think her winning design looks more 
like a shot glass more than a martini glass, but it’s great you 
took inspiration from your neighborhood, Mia. ... Park Slope: 
Four Berkeley Carroll School teens were recognized for their 
outstanding achievement in the National Latin Competition. 
What’s outstanding is that they even Latin at all. . . . Our pal Le- 
nore Arons is at it again. Last year, she raised thousands to bat- 
tle breast cancer by getting a handful of local restaurants to do- 
nate a night’s profits to the cause. This year, she got more than 
two-dozen eateries involved. Upcoming nights include June 16 
(Flatbush Farm), June 17 (Lobo on Fifth Avenue), June 18 (Lobo 
on Court Street), June 19 (Boca Lupo), June 20 ( Blue Ribbon), 
June 21 (Provence en Boite), June 23 (200 Fifth) and June 24 
( Babouche). For the full list, visit www.diningoutforacure.com 
or contact Lenore at walkingwithlenore@att.net. 

E-mail Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 


PARK SLOPE 



‘Fisching’ 
for love 

Prolific architect Karl Fischer discovered 
a good way to win praise for a new design 
— make it good looking and put it on an 
avenue lined by less-attractive buildings. 

Renderings for the Fischer-designed, 
12-story development on Fourth Avenue — 
on the opposite side of Fifth Street from Shaya 
Boymelgreen’s Novo condos — won over 
many local critics who say that the planned 
107-unit apartment building might be the 
first development on the booming avenue 
that isn’t an eyesore. 

“Sure, it is not perfect, but compared to 
some of the other junk being built close by, 
Fischer’s design is clean, with more glass 
and less boring brick,” said Ben Baccash, 
owner of a building on Sixth Street between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues. 

Fischer’s building, which will replace of 
a long-closed gas station, includes a garage, 
and space for ground-floor retail and a com- 
munity facility like a doctor’s office, said 
Project Manager Tetyana Lidakis. 

— Ben Muessig 


PARK SLOPE 


Some children left behind? 


Parents at Park Slope’s 
most-coveted public elemen- 
tary schools say the city should 
remap the school’s zone to re- 
duce crowding in their chil- 
dren’s classrooms. 

PS 321 on Seventh Avenue 
is at 114 percent capacity, ac- 
cording to the city, thanks to 
the growing number of young 
families who have moved to 
Park Slope — and sooner or 
later, the Department of Edu- 
cation will have to send chil- 
dren elsewhere. 

And, naturally, it’s the talk 
of the neighborhood. 

“It’s obvious [that the crowd- 
ing won’t stop soon] because 
there are so many big buildings 
going up,” said Alana Fishberg, 
who moved to Park Slope three 
years ago, and has one child in PS 
321 and a younger one starting 
kindergarten in September. 

Like other parents, she said that 
being able to send her children to 
321 was a big reason she bought 
her home in the neighborhood. 

But a decreased catchment area 
for the school would ignite a bat- 
tle with parents who moved into 
the school’s zone, yet whose kids 
aren’t old enough to attend yet. 
And empty-nesters who suddenly 



PS 321, a coveted publicschool in Park Slope, may have its 
catchment area downsized to reduce crowding. 

found themselves outside the PS to redraw the school boundar- 

321 zone would be enraged, be- ies in District 15 , which includes 

cause property values are known PS 32 1 , though agency spokes- 

to be higher in the zone. man Andrew Jacobs told The 

TheDepartmentofEducation Brooklyn Paper that the city is 
says it has no immediate plans looking at all options to reduce 


crowding. These measures in- 
clude cutting back on variances 
that allow out-of-district par- 
ents to send their kids to pop- 
ular schools like PS 321. 

Currently, children who 
live in the area approximately 
bounded by ThirdAvenue, Pros- 
pect Park West, and Fifth and 
Union streets can attend PS 321, 
a K-5 school. 

But a member of the local 
school board, now called the 
Community Education Coun- 
cil , said the city should not rule 
out tinkering with the map, no 
matter how unpalatable it would 
be for people whose home val- 
ues are intricately bound to the 
school’s gleaming reputation. 

“I would be hung in effigy and/ 
or drawn and quartered by the 
population of Park Slope for con- 
sidering this,” the board member, 
James Devor, told the New York 
Sun. “But I think it’s something 
that has to be considered.” 


PARK SLOPE 


A High Stakes loss near Yards 


Recycling one 
glass bottle 
saves enough 
energy to 
power a 
computer 
for 25 minutes 




n.com/thinkgreen waste management 


Has Bruce Ratner’s failure 
to build Atlantic Yards claimed 
its first victim? 

High Stakes Cheese Steaks, 
a perfect-for-pre-game fast-food 
joint on Flatbush Avenue at Dean 
Street, closed last week, 1 8 months 
after it opened in anticipation 
of the controversial construc- 
tion project that was supposed 
to create 1,500 construction jobs 
annually over 10 years. Yet con- 
struction of the arena, which was 
once slated to be done by 2007, 
has not even begun. 

Instead, the bright orange 
lunch spot — with its one menu 
item, Philly cheese steaks — 
quietly closed . Experts said the 
joint would likely still be open 
if the Nets were playing home 
games across the street, but the 
still-unbuilt arena is only partly 
to blame. 

“They had a single food con- 
cept, and people in the neigh- 



Bruce Ratner's inability to 
build Atlantic Yards may 
have claimed this victim. 

borhood were looking for more 
choice,” said landlord Michael 
Pintchik. “Most of the people who 
went in there . . .were totally lim- 
ited by the menu. You can take 
Item A or Item A or Item A.” 

[ did offer sev- 
i of the steak that 
made Philadelphia famous — 
there was chicken, different kinds 


of cheese, and peppers, pickles 
and onions . But another common 
complaint was the long wait time . 
Workers on a half-hour lunch 
break barely had enough time 
to get there, order, eat and get 
back to the job site. 

The owners could not be 
reached for comment. 

When the restaurant opened, 
a spokesman for the anti-Atlan- 
tic Yards group Develop Don’t 
Destroy Brooklyn said the store 
would be waiting a while to get 
that business. 

“It’s always a shame when 
a local business goes under,” 
the spokesman, Daniel Gold- 
stein, said this week. “If they 
been expecting Atlantic Yards 
to open sometime soon after 
they opened, they were, unfor- 
tunately, misguided.” 

B efore High Stakes , a popular 
Greek diner, the Silver Spoon, 
operated in the spot for nearly 
two decades. Its owners retired 
early, Pintchik said. 
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Two collared in brutal beating on First St 


Park Slope 

Three teens were arrestedmin- 
utes after brutally beating a man on 
First Street on June 2, cops said. 

The victim, a45-year-old Sixth 
Avenue residents , told police that 
he was walking towards Fourth 
Avenue when the posse set upon 
him. Two teens pummeled the 
man, while the other swiped his 
stuff. But minutes after the terrible 
trio — ages 14, 15 and 17 — fled 
towards Carroll Street, they were 
caught by cops and arrested. 

Meanwhile , the victim headed 
to New York Methodist Hospital, 
just five blocks away, for treat- 
ment of abrasions on his elbow, 
leg, wrist and hand. 

Cleaned out 

A beloved Ninth Street jazz 
bar was cleaned out by a wily 
thief as workers were busy ti- 
dying up the joint for the day’s 
fun on June 6. 

Cops say that the hood entered 
through the wide-open metal gate 
at around 9 am — while the staff 
was cleaning up the bar, which is 
between Sixth and Seventh ave- 

The thief took $3,000 from a 
metal box in thebasement and fled. 
The workers didn’t discover the 
crime for two hours. 

Prospect perps 

Two thugs were caught red 
handed as they fled from a Pros- 
pect Park West apartment that 
they had just tried to enter on 
June 4, police said. 

Officer Jose Garcia got to 
the apartment, which is at 13th 
Street, at around 4 pm to find the 
two men running down the rear 
fire escape. One of the 15-year- 
olds was quickly nabbed, but the 
other, seeing Garcia, headed for 
the roof. 

But that didn’t fool the offi- 
cer, who ran around the build- 
ing and was waiting to collar the 
other 15-year-old. 

Neither teen had anything on 
him, but an investigation revealed 
a broken second-floor window. 
So the punks were hit with at- 
tempted burglary charges. 

Wheel bad 

A thief swiped a man’s motor- 
cycle from in front of a Douglass 
Street building on June 5. 

The owner of the $4,900 Suzuki 
chopper told cops that he had left 
the bike between Fourth andFifth 
avenues at aroundlO pm. When he 
went back to the rice burner at 1 1 
am the next day, it was gone. 

Bar bag 

Yet another thief nabbed yet 
another bag when yet another bar- 
fly took her eyes off her purse 

In what has become a Police 
Blotter staple, a 26-year-old woman 
told cops that she was drinking at 
a bar on Fifth Avenue when, just 
after midnight, she noticed that 
her bag had been taken. 

In all, she lost lots of cards, 
$30 and her Texas driver’s license 
from the bar, which is between 
Fifth and Sixth streets. 

Digital don’t 

A thief swiped hundreds of dol- 
lars in camera equipment from 
a car parked at a popular hard- 
ware megastore near the Gow- 
anus Canal on June 7. 

The victim told cops that he 
left the car — with his Canon 
digital camera, lens and memory 
card inside — in the parking lot 
at around 4:30 pm. When he re- 
turned one hour later, the stuff 
was gone. 

All told, the crook got away 
with $1,170 in merchandise. 

— Cersh Kuntzman 


POLICE BLOTTER 


77TH PRECINCT 


Prospect Heights 

Bar snatch 

A thief snatched a purse from 
the lobby of a Vanderbilt Avenue 
nightclub on June 8. 

The 40-year-old victim told 
cops that she had left 


pm. After they left a half-hour 
later, a clerk noticed that the secu- 
rity cords had been severed and the 
display phones had been taken. 

Purse grab 

. , ~r. ~ , snaicneu me victim s oacKpac* 

A brazen thief ripped the purse and flfered his kets J hi) 

offa womans shoulder on Fourth 


L of a walk 

Thugs trailed a Kent Avenue 
man as he walked home from 
the L train on June 7, mugging 
him for everything he had. 

When the victim reached the 
corner of North Fifth Street and 
Kent at around 3:30 am, one of 
the crooks pressed a blunt ob- 
ject against his back. The crooks 
snatched the victim’s backpack 


Sidekick phone, iPod, bank card, 
rallet, keys and $60. 

want your MTV 

r A crook snatched high-end 

St. Marks Avenue and Prospect Senator Street, and as she bent film equipment from the set of 
it in r™ un- ...... . . . 


couch in the lounge area of she had dropped her cellphone 
the building, which is between at about 1 pm near the corner of 


10 pm. She left 
the room for about 10 minutes, 
and when she returned, her pock- 
etbook was gone. 


proached her from behind and 
s grabbed her pocketbook. 


video on June 6. 

The thief struck at si 
between 7:30 pm and 1 1 pm, es- 


Theperp got credit cards and ting away with $1,400 and 
" " port — but not her cellphone. 

— Marie Cunningham 


a cellphone. 

Wheel trouble 

A thief broke into car parked 


l Underhill Avenue on June 3 
and got a nifty guitar. 

The 25-year-old owner of 
the car told cops that he had last 
checked on his 1995 Nissan Path- 
finder, which he left at the cor- 
ner of Sterling Place, on May 31. 
When he went to use the i 


The hooligans fled on foot, get- caping from the set, which w 

... . atthecornerofBedfordAvenue 

and North Seventh Street, with 
$8,050 of fancy electronics. 

Dancing fool 


94TH PRECINCT 


Williamsburg-Greenpoint 

Smackdown 


BUSCEMI! 


Park Slope actor is 
ripped off by unidentified thief 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The brother of renowned big- 
screen bad boy Steve Buscemi was 
the victim of an identity theft dat- 
ing back to March. 

Michael Buscemi told cops on 
June 1 that his bank had alerted him 
that someone had opened up charge 
accounts in his famous name and 
run up $3,822.81. 

“This kindof thing never happened 
to me before — I feel vulnerable,” 
said Buscemi, who like his brother, 
is an intense actor and Park Slope resident. 

Of course, talking about the crime wasn’t such 
a bad thing for Buscemi, who told The Brook- 



Michael Buscemi 


lyn Paper that his upcoming per- 
formance on July 26 at Barbes, a 
Ninth Street club, would make him 
feel better. 

Buscemi’s last performance at 
the club was the well-regarded “Mer- 
cury in Retrograde.” His brother, 
of course, is famous for his violent 
outbursts in “The Sopranos.” 

In an unrelated, though just 
as modern, crime, a Sixth Avenue 
woman told cops on June 2 that 
someone had opened several credit 
card accounts in her name, ringing 
up $12,000 before she figured it out. 

As with all identity thefts in the 78th Pre- 
cinct, Det. Tony Shy is on both cases. 


jumped three adolescents as they 
rode the L train on June 6. 

Twelve ruffians boarded the 

days later, the driver’s-side lock Manhattan-bound train at the 
had been broken and the guitar Grand Street station with half 

was missing. — Emily Lavm entering the car with the victims • - - — 

and the other half boarding the 

next car. Once the train pulled 
out of the station at around 9:50 
am, the hoods converged on their 

One of the thugs punched an 
friends tried 

intervene, the random assault electronics as he could carry, 
turned into a 12-on-three melee ™ ’ ’ 


on June 7, a crook took her purse apartment with three laptop com- 
puters, a wireless router, an iPod, 
and a change bank. 

Picking an Apple 

Crooks stole an Apple laptop 
from a Graham Avenue apart- 


A gang of teenaged hooligans for a tango. 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ Thevictimnoticedherpursewas 

missingfrom the club, which is be- 
tween Leonard Street and Manhat- 
tan Avenue at around 1:15 am. 
Forty-five minutes later, the 


sleepy 25-year-old, thought the their mouths and hands and forced 

only her roommate. them into a closet, telling them, around 7 pm. The 
“This has nothing to do with you. * 

I want the people downstairs.” 

True to his word, the thug went 
downstairs and knocked on the 


68TH PRECINCT 


Bay Ridge 

Coffee break 

More than $40,000 worth 
of electronics was stolen from unsuspecting vi 
a deliveryman’s van while he was When the victir 

grabbing a cup of joe on 73rd 
Street on June 3. 


t’s bathroom, empty. The 
crook escaped with the victim’s 
iPod, wallet, digital camera, credit 
cards, IDs, and $100. 

Laptop snatch 

A hoodlum broke into a Met- 
ropolitan Avenue apartment on 
May 31 and snatched as much 


The thugs, who slippedthrough 
her unlocked front door, got away 
with her laptop, mouse and Me- 
trocard. 

Eye sore 

A 23-year-old i 


Parkway at around 7 pm when 
he got into a dispute with an- 

As the argument escalated, 
the suspect suddenly grabbed 
his razor scooter, pulled back 
and swung it at the victim, hit- 
ting him in the head. 

Avenue Oy! 

A thug robbed and beat a man 
on Avenue O on June 8. 

The 19-year-old victim was 
walking down the street at about 
1 1 :45 pm. As he approached East 
23rd Street, a man walked up to 
him and asked for money. When 
the victim refused to hand over 
any cash, the suspect punched 
him four times in the face be- 
fore running away. 

Cell hell 

Three men worked stole cell- 
phones from an 86th Street elec- 
tronics store on June 5. 

The store manager told cops 
that two of the suspects entered 
the store, which is between Bay 
Parkway and 21st Avenue, at 

argue, drawing a large audi- 
of employees and custom- 


t was just a diversion! 

door, falsely identifying himself After about 10 minutes, a third 


which is between Engert tacked on the corner of Lorimer the residents int0 thc bedroom, 


He left the van doubled-parked that lasted until the tn 


near Fifth Avenue at around ni 
and returned 15 minutes later 
to find the passenger window 
smashed and numerous items 
— including 130 digital music 
players, 12 laptops, 12 cameras 
and 160 memory cards — miss- 
ing. 

On camera 

A man robbed a Fort Ham- 
ilton Parkway pizzeria of $300 
on June 4, cops said. 

The thief was caught on camera 
taking about the money from the 
cash register at around 2 




o the Graham Avenue si 


student Metrocard and $18, b 
cops said they nabbed ni 
the alleged m' 


Avenue and Newton Street, be- 
tween 12:35 pm and 3 pm, while 
the 38-year-old victim was vis- 
iting a friend. 
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Williamsburg-Bushwick 

Sunday blues 

A young woman fast asleep in 


Street and Stagg Street at mid- 
night on June 9. 

The victim, who claims he 
knew the thug, said the man fol- 
lowed him along the street , yelled 
racial slurs, then clobbered him 
on the head with a blunt object 


The crook broke into the apart- 
ment, which is between Lorimer 
and Leonard streets, between 2: 1 5 
am and 3:30 am, when a room- 
mate got home and realized that to find that two thugs had snagged heals properly and his full vi- 

e of her valuable loot. sion returns, 

friend and witness said she u: vr i 

two men enter her room at 6 “"V bird 

>n June 8, but the victim, a A woman comm S 

Humboldt Street store early 
June 10 was robbed by a man, 
who grabbed her purse. 

The man attacked the vic- 
tim, a 47-year-old, from behind 
at around 6 am. He got $48 , food 
stamps, her checkbook and pass- 


noticed that a gate on the back 
window had been damaged. 
The crook escaped from the 


Kicked out of Eden 


By Ben Muessig 

discovered at The Brooklyn Paper 

The only way to see a mil- 
lion-dollar sunset in Williams- 
burg is to own a million-dollar 

East River State Park — the 
Northside’s only waterfront park 
— closes before dark, barring 
Williamsburgers without river- 
side apartments from taking in 
a jaw-dropping sunset over the 
Manhattan skyline, park-goers 


Thecr 

noon, when a worker showed 
up at the pizzeria, which is near 
63rd Street, and noticed that the 
locks had been broken and the 
glass on the front door had been 
smashed. 

Time pieces 

A thief broke into a Third Ave- 
nue apartment and got away with 
two fancy watches on June 4. 

The tenant told cops that he 
left his apartment, which is at 
81st Street, at 9 am — only to 
return eight hours later to find 
that the watches were gone. 

Police believe the thief entered booted with dozens of other visi- 


“It’s ridiculous — sunset is 
not for another hour, at least,” 
said James Morehead, who w 


through a rear window. 

Shirt nabber 

A shoplifter made off with 
$3,500 in shirts from a Fifth 
Avenue retailer on June 4. 


tors by park employee s at around 
8 pm on June 8. 

“It’s really a great park. It 
should stay open as late as pos- 

Morehead is not alone in his 


A clerk told police that she saw . ,. . ~ 

. , r t grousing, according to Commu- 

nity Board 1 member and City 


at around 2 pm, but didn’ 
him leave the store, which is 
86th Street. 

But a few minutes later, she no- 



of them over the head 
with a handgun, and forced the 
second terrified victim to empty 
a safe. The perp then fled with 
more than $400, some electron- 
ics and a cellphone. 

Teen rob 

A hoodlum cornered and 
robbed a teenager in an 18th 
Avenue bodega on June 6. 

The 16-year-old was at the cor- 
ner of 86th Street when a man 
approached him and demanded 
that he follow him around the 
corner. When the victim refused, 
°f a thesuspectfollowedhimintothe 
corner grocery store, where he 
then grabbed the victim’s cell- 
phone before running away. 

Bloody b-ball 

A confrontation turned violent 
on a Bay Ridge Parkway basket- 
ball court on June 8. 

The 33-year-old victim told 
cops he was shooting hoops in 
While eating at a restaurant on the park near the corner of Bay 


Diner beware 


ticedhe - along with the shirts ^ 
— was gone. 

Blackberried 

Two thieves made off with 
eight cellphones from a popu- 
lar 86th Street cellular provider 


City 

Council candidate Evan Thies. Park-goers stream out of East River State Park just when 
Thies says that the park’s short the million-dollar views start paying off. The park closes 

dogs, and lack at sundown. 


Grand Street on June 9, a ■ 
had her wallet removed from her 
bag by a bald crook. 

The 30-year-old woman was 
enjoying her late dinner at 11 pm, 
when her black wallet, contain- 
ing four credit cards and $100, 
disappeared faster than she could 
say, “Check please.” 

Out of town 

A tourist from Seattle had a 
drink, then lost her bag at a pop- 
ular bar on Lorimer Street on 

The victim told cops that she 
i left her bag on a bar stool and 
I turned around to discover it was 
S gone. The out-of-towner lost her 
l Blackberry, school ID, and leam- 
r’s permit, as well as both Eu- 
>s and dollars. 

— Jessica Firger 


It was then that the manager 
noticed one of the tricky trio 
had unplugged the surge pro- 
tector from the wall, disabling 
the alarm system, and walked 
away with 11 cellphones from 
the counter display. 

Purse snatch 

Two cunning perps snatched a 
woman’s pocketbook as she rode 
the bus down Bay Parkway on 

The 70-year-old woman told 
cops she was standing on the bus 
as it approached Bay Ridge Park- 
way at around 5 pm when two 
men brushed past her on either 

When she got off the bus a few 
stops later, she noticed her purse 
was unzipped and her pocket- 
book was gone. 

The thieves got away with ex- 
actly $7, as well as some debit 
and credit cards. 

— Emily Lavin 


Cops say the suspects entered there we 
the store, which is between Fourth 


entrance 
Kent Avenue between North 
Seventh and Ninth Streets, have 
actually deterred visitors. 

“I would go as far as to say that 
people almost had more access 
to it when it was an abandoned 
lot,” Thies said. “Even though 


Park officials say they cannot “We are in the process of do- 

keep the park open after dark be- ing design work to see how soon 

it lacks outdoor lighting. we can get outdoor lights there,” 
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Bensonhurst 

Bath break 

A vicious thief broke into a 17th 
Avenue apartment, tying up the 
residents and demanding money 

The suspect entered the build- 
ing, which is between Cropsey 
and Bath avenues, through a third- 



Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 


Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, f 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, f 
then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 


» This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

» It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

» No sutures, nor the typical monttTS~df healing. 
» No pain or discomfort. 

» Affordable (Payment Plans _ 
available and Insurance coverage) 


3 II today for your FREE Consultation 

718 - 833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge 
1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 



1 June 17: vs. Staten Island Yankees at 7 p.m. 

Schedule Magnet (first 5;000) presented by Pay-0-Matic 

■ June 19: vs. Staten lsland_Yankees at 7.fi.m. *.*. 

Front Gate RepMca (first 2,500) presented J}y%3ySpan 

1 June 23: vs. Hudson Valley Renegades at 7 p.m. 

Schedule Pen (first£,%00) presented by SUNY Downstate Medical Center 
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j SINGLE GAME TICKETS 

S ON SALE NOW! 


brooklyncyclones.com • 718.507.TIXX 
KEVSMtyttRK • Shea Stadium 


daycare S boarding 

222-4900 

7 atn-i 0 pm weekdays, 9am-i0pm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams -watcn your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

]TJ DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 
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STAIR LIFTS 


FREE Estimate 
and in-home 
consultation 
FREE Installation 
FREE Delivery 



if') DERMER 


PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

• 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900 


For sale: Fourth Avenue’s old churches 




Harbor Motor Inn 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Bay Ridge’s so-called 
“Faith Avenue” is losing its 
religion. 

Leader of Our Saviour’s Lu- 
theran Church say that by this fall 
they may choose a developer to de- 
molish their 80-year-old house of 


worship to make room for private 
residences atop a smaller ground- 
floor house of worship, joining 
a number of Fourth Avenue reli- 
gious institutions that are down- 
sizing to generate cash for strug- 
gling congregations. 

Rev. Craig Miller, pastor at 
Our Saviour’s, says that even 


Powers is out 


Father/son showdown 
narrowly averted 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Presumptive Republican 
congressional candidate Fran- 
cis H. Powers dodged a bullet 
this week after his son, Fran- 
cis M. Powers, failed to win 
the Libertarian Party’s nomi- 
nation, thus avoiding the pros- 
pect of an ugly father-against- 
son race to succeed disgraced 
Rep. Vito Fossella. 

The short-lived candidacy of 
the younger Powers, a rock mu- 
sician, could have spelled trou- 
ble for his father, a retired Wall 
Street bigwig and current MTA 
board member, by transforming 
the campaign into just another 
chapter in this bizarre family 
feud. And, had the younger Pow- 
ers actually gotten on the ballot 
for the seat that covers Bay Ridge 
and Staten Island, he would’ve 
cost his dad votes on Election 
Day, if only because of the sim- 
ilarities in their names. 

Faced with the prospect of 
running against one of his five 
children from his first marriage. 
Powers issued the following the 
statement last week — some of 
the only words he’s shared with 
the press since becoming the 
likely GOP nominee. 

‘I’ve tried very hard for many 
years to help my son. Unfortu- 
nately, he’s rejected everyone’s 
help to live a healthy lifestyle. 
Regardless of whether he wants 
to run for Congress, I still stand 
ready to help him move his life 
in a positive direction.” 



Francis Powers, the elder. 


The son responded by telling 
the New York Times that he did 
not have a drug problem. But, 
alas, just when the whole thing 
threatened to take off, the Lib- 
ertarian Party nominated Susan 
Overeem, a former reception- 
ist for WABC radio, instead of 
the younger Powers. 

Of course. Democrats are in 
their own battle to replace Fos- 
sella (R-Bay Ridge), whose ca- 
reer ended after being engulfed 
in scandal from a recent drunk 
driving arrest and revelations 
that he fathered a child in an 
extramarital affair. 

Councilman Mike McMahon 
(D-Staten Island) has been en- 
dorsed by both counties’ Dem- 
ocratic organizations, though 
Steve Harrison, a Bay Ridge 
lawyer who lost to Fossella in 
2006 by the closest margin in 
the congressman’s five re-elec- 
tion races, is still gunning for 
this year’s nomination. 


A new Key Food?! 

But locals wish they could 
just keep their old one 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

As residents of the south part 
of Bay Ridge watch helplessly 
as their beloved Key Food be- 
comes a Walgreens drug store, 
a new Key Food is coming to 
the north part of Bay Ridge. 

The new market is scheduled 
to open this fall on Bay Ridge 
Avenue between Ridge Boule- 
vard and Third Avenue — about 
25 blocks from the Third Av- 
enue Key Food that will close 
at the end of the month. 

As such, shoppers say the new 
Key Food is no substitute. 

“It’s just too far, especially 
for the elderly and the disabled,” 
said Annette Gerage. “I don’t 
have a car. How am I supposed 
to get there?” 

Denise Loli, who led a drive 
that gathered 1,400 signatures 
to retain the Key Food, is happy 
that her neighbors to the north 
will get a new grocery store in 
an age of shuttering supermar- 
kets, but she says it’s little con- 
solation. 

“This won’t do the residents 
immediately in the vicinity of 
[the old Key Food] any good,” 
Loli said. 

To fill the gap, the owner of 
the new Key Food said he’ll 


make deliveries to all parts of 
Bay Ridge. 

“I just felt that the area 
needed a supermarket,” said 
Sammy Abed, who also owns 
a Key Food in Bensonhurst on 
Kings Highway. 

“When [the Key Food on 95th 
Street closes], people will have 
to go to Foodtown,” he said, re- 
ferring to a supermarket at Third 
Avenue and 91st Street. 

“And if they don’t like Food- 
town, they don’t have any choice,” 
he added. “When we open, we’ll 
give people choice.” 

His soon-to-open grocery is 
in a building that once housed 
the Harry’s for the Home, a fur- 
niture store. It will also have a 
parking lot. 

Residents say that the new su- 
permarket will provide a much- 
needed alternative for shoppers 
in the north side of Bay Ridge, 
who tend to pick up their gro- 
ceries at mom and pop shops or 
at the Food City at 74th Street 
and Third Avenue. 

“There is really a big grocery 
void in this part of the neigh- 
borhood,” said Josephine Beck- 
mann, district manager of Com- 
munity Board 10. “This could 
really fill that void for people 
who live in the 60s.” 

— with Marie Cunningham 
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with the help of the church’s pop- 
ular pre-school, his dwindling 
congregation of about 40 cannot 
afford the $100,000 annual up- 
keep on the 80th Street church, 
not to mention the $300,000 of 
work that has been put off be- 
cause of funding woes. 

Miller and his congregation 
are considering leveling their 
church and building a ground- 
floor “storefront” topped by con- 
dos that would provide the nec- 
essary cash to keep the house 
of worship alive — a plan that 
dwindling Fourth Avenue con- 
gregations of all denominations 
are embracing. 

The Bay Ridge Jewish Cen- 
ter — which is next door to Our 
Saviour’s — voted almost unan- 
imously last week to tear down 
an old synagogue that can fit 
600 worshippers for a smaller 


temple for its 100 congregants. 
The remaining land would be 
sold to a developer. 

Minus the controversy and the 


protestors. Our Saviour’s plight 
is no different than that of the 
Bay Ridge United Methodist 
Church — dubbed the “Green 


Church” for its verdant stone- 
work — where the congregation 
wants demolish the 108-year- 
old building to make room for 
a smaller church and condos. 

Our Saviour’s has not yet de- 
cided whether it will demolish 
its church, but Miller is opti- 
mistic about the potential devel- 
opment of land owned by Bay 
Ridge churches. 

“My hope is that in freeing 
ourselves from the burden of 
these buildings we’d be able to 
focus on ministry,” he said. 

While neighborhood preserva- 
tionists curse the proposed demo- 
litions.real-estate experts say that 
churches and condo developers 
are a match made in heaven. 

“When these properties go on 
sale, it’s a payday for the seller 
and the buyers,” said Bay Ridge 
realtor Tom McGuire. 



(off Exit 5 on the Belt Pkwy, 
B 6 bus stops in front) 



• Ample parking on premises 

• 2 4 hour security 

• Easy Taxi Cab Access 

• Food Deliveries 


cUSeljSk') 

Harbor Motor Inn 

1730 Shore Parkway 
(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: (718) 946-9200 
H Fax: (718) 266-0888 8® 



PREGNANCY TEST! 
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The 

Brooklyn 

Hospital 
Center 


Expecting a Baby? 

Worried about Maternity Bills? 

The Brooklyn Hospital Center 
cares about you and your baby 

The Brooklyn Hospital Center will provide 
professional and quality prenatal care. Women 
who quality for the state-funded Prenatal Care 
Assistance Program (PCAP) are given complete 
financial relief. There are no out of pocket 
expenses. The doctor and hospital’s bill is paid 
for in full. 

PCAP COVERS 

• Medical Care 

• Nutrition Counseling 

• Referral to WIC Program 

• Health Education Classes 

• Laboratory 

• Psychosocial Counseling 

• HIV Counseling and Testing 

No age requirement I No proof of citizenship 
Employed women welcome! 



Brooklyn Hospital 
Women’s Health Center 
at Victory 

699 92nd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209 

( 718 ) 567-2508 or ( 718 ) 439-7579 


8th Avenue 
Family Health Center 

5909 8th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11220 

( 718 ) 851-2323 
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H&M coming to Fulton 



Fulton Mall landowner Al Laboz is already building this 
glass-walled mini-mall on Fulton Street, which is reported 
to be the future home of an H&M store. 


By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Swedish cheap-chic cloth- 
ing store H&M will come to 
Fulton Mall by next spring — 
and could be one of the first 
tenants in a giant new glass- 
walled mall at Bridge Street. 

The high-fashion/low-priced 
store confirmed that it would 
open by spring, 2009 — and 
a real-estate source told The 
Brooklyn Paper that reclusive 
Fulton Mall developer Al Laboz 
will be the store’s landlord. 

That makes sense, given that 
Laboz owns the landmark Con- 
way building at 505 Fulton St. 
and plans a glass mini-mall next 
door — and Laboz has said for 
years that H&M is exactly the 
kind of retailer he wants on a 
diversified Fulton Mall. 

“I want to make Fulton Street 
Mall into 34th Street, where it is 
strong retailers giving a quality 
shopping experience,” he told 
The New Yoik Observer in 2006. 
“Instead of bringing in a dozen 
cellphone stores, [we need] a 
sprinkling of lingerie, women’s 
garments, H&M or other type 
of stores.” 

Laboz didnot return calls, but 
his company Web site heralds 
the 500,000-square-foot glass 
mall and promises “amajor na- 


tional retail store” on its ground 
floor and luxury residential con- 
dominiums above. 

H&M’s Fulton Mall location 
would be the company’s second 
in Brooklyn, and would play a 
partin the area’s ongoing trans- 
formation from a discount shop- 
ping strip into a broader resi- 
dential community with a mix 


of stores. 

As such, it will be warmly 
received, retail experts said. 

‘ ‘ [H&M] would bring a won- 
derful flavor to Downtown 
Brooklyn,” said Paula Ingram 
of Ingram and Hebron Realty, 
which did not have a role in 
the deal. “They’re very asser- 
tive — they do a lot of window 


displays, and I think that’s what 

Fulton Mall is the borough’s 
busiest shopping strip, with 
100,000 shoppers each day 
and new rents soaring, up 50 
to 100 percent, according to In- 
gram and Hebron. More than 
14,400 residential units and 
1.6 million square feet of re- 
tail space are planed for con- 
struction by 2012, according to 
the Downtown Brooklyn Part- 
nership, a quasi-governmental 
agency guiding development in 
the neighborhood. 

The H&M news, which fol- 
lows MTV’s announcement that 
its trendy “Real World” real- 
ity show will start filming two 
blocks away on once-hardscrab- 
ble Willoughby Street, signals 
the beginning of that shift, In- 
gram said. 

“People used to say, what 
comes first — the people moving 
to the neighborhood or a store 
coming in and people wanting to 
move?” Ingram said. “Younever 
really know, but once they’re 
down here, it influences many 

H&M’s Kings Plaza Mall 
store opened in 2001 . The Euro- 
styled retailer opened its first 
store in Sweden in 1947, and 
its first U.S. store in Manhat- 
tan in 2000. 


DIVORCE... 

Continued from page 1 

frey Sunshine, the supervising judge tor matrimonial matters 
in Kings County. 

Instead, he credited his own courtroom for doing a better 
job than ever, right down to providing excellent service for 
couples who don’t have lawyers. 

“We have a very active pro-se office and the word is getting 
out,” said Sunshine. “They don’t even take lunch most days.” 

Couples can file uncontested divorces in any county, so if 
there’s a backlog in Manhattan or Queens, many may choose 
Brooklyn, Sunshine added. 

“Brooklyn does do a better job than Queens,” Mastrodo- 
menico said. (The clerk from the Queens and Manhattan di- 
vorce parts did not return calls.) 

• More violence! Sunshine thought that part of the increase 
in divorce cases was due to the decreasing stigma faced by vic- 
tims of domestic violence. 

“More and more, a woman in an abusive relationship knows 
she has options — and, thankfully, the court has been help- 
ful,” Sunshine said. He also credited District Attorney Charles 
Hynes for his work with domestic violence victims. 

The bottom line? No one knows why Brooklyn is Splits- 
ville, NYC. 

“All I know is that I’ve been doing this for 20 years and busi- 
ness is good,” Mastrodomenico said. “But the uptick over the 
past four years? It’s a mystery.” 


Broken-hearts club 

The numbers don't lie: divorces in Brooklyn are up 
nearly 30 percent in just four years — but what's the 
reason? It's anyone's guess. Our handy chart captures 
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FINANCIAL EMPOWERMENT SEMINAR SERIES 



CARVER 

FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK 


Carver Community Development Corporation, a 
subsidiary of Carver Federal Savings Bank, is proud 
to join Harlem Congregations for Community 
Improvement, Inc. and Neighborhood Housing 
Services of NYC in presenting the Financial 
Empowerment Seminar Series. 


RSVP at carverliteracycenter@carverbank.com 
or call 212.360.4798, For further information, 
contact Paula Wilson/HCCI 212.281.4887 or 
Sharon Forbes/NHS 71 8.732.8022. 


All seminars are FREE, but space is limited. This 
series is made possible in part through a grant from 
the U.S. Department of the Treasury's Community 
Development Financial Institutions Fund. 


Financing a Home: New Purchases & Existing Homes 


June 1 7, 2008 BEDFORD STUYVESANT RESTORATION CORP. 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 1368 Fulton Street Brooklyn (near Marcy Ave.) 


Refinance 101: Avoid Pitfalls & Fraud 


June 18, 2008 SUNSET PARK BRANCH 

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 140 58th Street Brooklyn (bet. 1st & 2nd Aves.) 


Seniors: Protect Your Money & Property/Refinance 101 


June 19, 2008 ST. GEORGE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
1 0:00 a.m. - 12 noon 800 Marcy Ave. Brooklyn (bet. Gates Ave. & Monroe St.) 


Protect Your Money & Property 


June 24, 2008 BEDFORD STUYVESANT RESTORATION CORP. 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 1368 Fulton Street Brooklyn (near Marcy Ave.) 


First Time Home Buyers 


June 26, 2008 LIVINGSTON STREET BRANCH 

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 1 1 1 Livingston Street Brooklyn (corner Adams St. & Livingston St.) 

718.230.2900 www.carverbank.com 

tU 
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Lutheran 

Rehabilitation Network 


www.LutheranHealthCare.org 


Lutheran Rehabilitation Network 

Innovative Care. Exceptional Results. 


Are you or someone you love struggling with changes because of a stroke? Has 
your life suffered because of these changes? Then, you should know about Lutheran 
Rehabilitation Network’s Specialized Stroke Therapy Program offering a wide 
range of innovative therapies to get patients back to life faster - even if the stroke 
happened years ago. Here’s why we get better results: 


• Highly skilled physical therapists, trained in the newest 
neurological treatments, working one-on-one 

• More sessions that last longer - resulting in quicker results 

• Three distinct levels of care for each phase of recovery 

• Four Brooklyn-based centers 

• Short and long-term rehabilitation that “re-trains” 
the brain - sometimes as much as six years later 


The Lutheran Rehabilitation Network. Innovative Care. Exceptional Results. 
To Reach a Lutheran Specialized Stroke Rehabilitation Specialist, 
call 718-630-RXRX (7979) 


OPEN HOUSE ■ SUNDAY, JUNE 15, 1-4PM 

305 McGUINNESS BOULEVARD @ INDIA STREET ■ GREENPOINT 


VOLUME 
SPACE 


Brand new modern loft building ■ Open spaces bathed in sunlight ■ Floor to ceiling windows ■ Soaring ceilings 
up to 17' high ■ Versatile layouts offer many options ■ Fully equipped kitchens & bathrooms ■ Central air & 
W/D hook-ups ■ Indoor on-site parking ■ Common roof deck and 2nd floor terrace ■ Gym and recreation space 

1 BRS fr $440K ■ 1 BRS + BONUS fr $570K ■ 2 BRS / 2 BATHS fr $775K 

718.222.1545x305 ■ WWW.LOFTS305.COM 


Exclusive sales and marketing: 

bHliSBHSrSROUP 
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Sunday night's vicious thunderstorm did have one upside: It allowed our photographer to 
get this striking shot in Park Slope. 

UGHTS OUT! 


Con Ed botches first heatwave 

By Marie Cunningham 


for The Brooklyn Paper 

The summer’s first heat wave hit Brooklyn 
full force, thanks to a Con Edison power outage 
on Sunday evening that left thousands without 
electricity and tens of thousands more jammed 
up in the subways. 

System overloads caused power outages that af- 



Con Ed workers scrambled to restore full 
power on Smith Street Monday afternoon. 


fected nearly 3,000 residential customers, mostly 
in Boerum Hill. The blackout was also responsi- 
ble for mucking up subway signals, slowing some 
lines and closing others. 

“These were isolated equipment problems,” Con 
Edison spokesman Chris Olert said. “At any point, 
any piece of equipment can break. It’s bad luck of 
the draw.” 

Con Ed was trying to restore power to about 640 
residents and businesses in an area bounded by Pa- 
cific, Baltic, Hoyt and Court streets at around noon 
on Monday. The neighborhood’s electricity was fully 
restored by 5 pm that evening. Con Ed said. 

“The heat was probably a factor” for the black- 
out, Olert said, adding that Con Ed was running 
above its normal capacity. 

But Sunday evening’s vicious thunderstorms 
also knocked down cables, which contributed to 
the energy snafu, he said. 

With the debacle of the Queens blackout still 
fresh on many New Yorkers’ minds, some com- 
plained that Con Ed had not done enough during 
the cooler months to prepare for the inevitable heat 
See HOT! on page 2 


SPLITSVILLE! 


Brooklyn divorces up 30% 


A ll our exes live in . . . Brook- 
lyn? Yes, divorce cases are 
soaring in Kings County 
— up a whopping 30 percent 
since 2003. 

The surge covers uncon- 
tested divorces — which num- 
bered 5,489 in 2004 and jumped 
to 7,035 last year. Contested di- 
vorces — the ones that get ugly 
— are up five percent, accord- 
ing to Tom Kilfoyle, the clerk at 
the Adams Street courthouse. 

And no one knows why. It’s 
certainly not Brooklyn’s popu- 
lation increase — which is only 
up two percent so far this de- 

Of course, there are several 
theories: 

• Good times! The booming 
economy between 2003 and 
2007 allowed dissatisfied cou- 
ples to realize that they could 
now afford to break up. 

“Ahealthy economy means 
steady traffic at the divorce 
court,” said Saul Edelstein, 
the dean of Brooklyn’s di- 
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DIVORCE COURT 


vorce bar, who has been rendering people asun- 
der for more than 40 years. 

“When the economy is good, the husband or 
wife says, ‘Hey,now I can afford a divorce.’ Man, 
2003 to 2004 was whoopie time for me.” 

• Bad times! Of course, when the economy 
tanks, so do many marriages. And the economy 
in the first five months of 2008 — when 2,550 
marriages were dissolved in uncontested fashion 
— has been pretty bad. 

“There tend to be more divorces during bad 
times,” said Donald Mastrodomenico, another leg- 
end of the Brooklyn divorce scene. 

• More hate! Clearly, if divorces are surging, more 
and more Brooklynites are falling out of love. 

But that fact doesn’t explain why there would be 
so many divorces all of a sudden. 

“I really don’t think it’s because Brooklynites 
are hating each other more than before,” said Jef- 
See DIVORCE on page 5 


CALL OFF 
THE DOGS! 


Nathan's frank contest 
goes on a two-minute diet 

By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The celebrated Nathan’s hot dog contest, the granddaddy of all 
competitive-eating spectacles, will drop from 12 minutes to just 10 
this year — and traditionalists are outraged. 

The sudden change in the so-called World Cup of Eating was not 
publicly announced, but appears in a vaguely worded, three-paragraph 
item on the Major League Eating Web site. The note said the change 
for the upcoming July 4 contest comes after the discovery of a trove 
of “numerous old items and ephem- 
near the Nathan’s stand at the 
toric corner of Surf and Still- 
well avenues in Coney Island. 

“Some random notes and con- 
test-related scribblings were ap- 
parently unearthed atNathan’s,” 
lid George Shea, chairman of 
Major League Eating. 

Shea allowed The Brooklyn Paper an exclusive look at the nota- 
tions, which were in a lady’s neat handwriting scrawled on a program 
from the 23rd annual convention of the Optical Society of the State 
of New York, which was held at the Hotel St. George in Brooklyn 
Heights in 1918. 

“Handwerker’s frankfurter rules,” the scribbles state, a reference to 
Nathan Handwerker, who opened Nathan’s in Coney Island in 1916 and 
oversaw the celebrated first hot-dog-eating contest that year, which, ac- 
cording to legend was won by Jim Mullen with 13 hot dogs and buns. 
Last year’s winner set a record with 66 HDBs in 12 minutes. 

But according to the scribbles on the Optical Society program, 
Handwerker’s “rules” in the early years consisted of a noon contest 
that lasted “10 minutes.” 

That said, it is unclear whether the “rules” were scribbled on the 
program in 1918 or years later by someone using the program as scrap 
See HOT DOCS on page 12 


Red hot summer 

Victoria Ase with Ernest Kaczchinski at Coney Island Pier on Sunday. Rec- 
ord heat hit the borough last weekend, and an enormous crowd cooled 
off at the beach. 




Clones 
open on 

Tuesday 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The wait ’til next year is finally over, 
Cyclones fans. 

At long last, nearly nine months after 
the Brooklyn Cyclones were swept in the 
New York-Penn League finals by the 
Auburn Doubledays , the ’Clones begin 
their quest for their second champion- 
ship with their home opener against the 
hated Staten Island Yankees on Tues- 
day, June 17, at 7 pm at Keyspan Park. 
The action moves to Staten Island on 
Wednesday night and then back to Key- 
span on Thursday. 

Manager Edgar Alfonzo, who led 
the Cyclones in their lone champion- 
ship season in 2001 and returned last 
year to pilot the minor-leaguers to an- 
other near miracle, will be back in the 
dugout calling the shots. 



Alan Newton got a degree from Medgar Evers College last week after serving 22 years in 
prison for a crime he did not commit. The 46-year-old was eventually exonerated thanks to 
DNA evidence and went on to get a degree in business from the school in Crown Heights. 



Dyker junior links open 


By Jessica Firger 

for 791# Brooklyn Paper - 

First golfer Mayor Bloomberg 
broke in the putting green at the 
city’s newest golf center at Dyker 
Beach Park last Friday, but Hiz- 
zoner will never get to play a 
round at the six-hole complex 
— it’s exclusively for kids. 

The new City Parks Junior Golf 
Center, a six-hole course built on a 
formerly empty lot next to the ex- 
isting 18-hole Dyker Beach pub- 
lic links, offers free and compre- 
hensive lessons for kids, ages 6 to 
17. 

The $8-million center, run by 
the City Parks Foundation, also 
includes a chipping range, golf 
simulators and a 5,000-square- 
foot clubhouse. Open seven days 
a week between July and October, 


the center is the first of its kind in 
the country. 

“This facility will introduce 
so many children, who otherwise 
wouldn’t have had the chance to 
all the benefits of the game, in- 
cluding sportsmanship, self-disci- 
pline and enjoying the outdoors,” 
said the mayor. 

Eleven-year-old golf buff Er- 
ika Cristiano of Bay Ridge agreed, 
though she put it a different way. 

“I like that golf’s not like other 
games,” said Christiano, who 
caught the golf bug while par- 
ticipating in a less-intensive City 
Parks Foundation program that 
gives kids the basics. 

But that’s nothing compared to 
the new center, said Gregg Gau- 
locher, director of the facility. 

“You can teach someone to 
See FREE GOLF on page 6 
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Mayor Bloomberg broke in the putting 
green at the new junior golf center in 
Dyker Heights. Here, Hannah Yousset, 
12, followed Hizzoner. 


IKEA READIES FOR ITS BIG OPENING DAY ON JUNE 18. SEE PAGE 2 AND GO BROOKLYN 
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IKEA POLICES HOOK 

Retail giant hires 17 cops to handle traffic all summer 


i: Quiet Clinton Street in Red Hook 
e Ikea opens on June 18. 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Ikea is so concerned about 
traffic after its opening in Red 
Hook on Wednesday, June 18, 
that the Swedish furniture gi- 
ant will pay the NYPD to de- 
ploy 17 uniformed cops to keep 
cars flowing through the sum- 
mer, The Brooklyn Paper has 


EXCLUSIVE 


learned. 

Renting more than a dozen 
of New York’s Finest is part of 
Ikea’s multi-pronged approach 
to dealing with the thousands of 
shoppers every weekday, and the 
estimated 17,000 customers each 


weekend day. Its plans also en- 
tail free ferry and subway shut- 
tle service to Borough Hall and 
Smith-Ninth Street — but these 
forms of transportation may not 
appeal to shoppers lugging home 
cumbersome furniture (or stock- 
piling Swedish meatballs). 

For drivers , Ikea has paid the 
city to put up new signs on high- 
ways and local roads directing 


drivers to and from the Beard 
Street mega-store. Clinton Street 
will be the main artery for driv- 
ers to reach the 22-acre water- 
front store — Ikea’s first in the 

The anticipated increase in 
traffic in what has been a re- 
mote neighborhood was one of 
the chief arguments levied by 
critics six years ago against per- 
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mining the store to open. 

But Deputy Inspector Mi- 
chael Kemper, the command- 
ing officer of the 76th Precinct, 
which covers Red Hook, has 
heard these unfulfilled hypoth- 
eses before, like when the city 
opened a cruise ship terminal 
off of Imlay Street in 2006. 

“Every time that a ship is in, 
we have thousands of cars in 


OPENS JUNE 18! 


and out of Red Hook,” Kem- 
per said, adding that the addi- 
tional traffic is not a big deal. 

But cruise ships only come 
in once a week on average — 
and only during the sailing sea- 
son — unlike Ikea, which will 
be open from 10 am to 10 pm, 
seven days a week. 

With traffic expected to be 
steady and severe , Ikea lined up 
the 17 cops from the NYPD’s 
“paid detail unit.” 

That unit is a pool of off-duty 
cops who make more than $30 
per hour by doing additional, 
city-sanctioned police work on 
their time off. Rockefeller Cen- 
ter, Yankee Stadium and syna- 
gogues and merchants associa- 
tions have paid for cops in the 
past, the NYPD said. 

Despite concerns about traf- 
fic , Red Hook residents remain 
pleased at the big blue giant 
hulking at the southern edge 
of their hardscrabble neighbor- 
hood, where unemployment is 
around 20 percent. 

Though the company, citing 
employee privacy, will not di- 
vulge how many of its 600 po- 
sitions have been filled by Red 
Hookers, neighbors are still lav- 
ishing praise. 

“It’s a large number,” said 
Dorothy Shields, president of 
the Red Hook East Tenants As- 
sociation, who added that she 
personally knows five people 
who became managers. 

“I’m well satisfied. They kept 
their promise.” 


HOT! 

Continued from page 1 

“We’ve seen this before — 
businesses shuttered as a result of 
Con Ed’s ineptitude,” said Coun- 
cilman Eric Gioia (D-Queens) 
“How much more do we need 
to put up with before we say 
enough’s enough? This is what 
happens when an under-regu- 
lated monopoly runs amok.” 

Olert rejected Gioia’s charge, 
saying that ConEd spent $1 .7 bil- 
lion in new cables, transformers 
and substations across the five 
boroughs since last September. 
And the company has handed 
out $50,000 in payments to af- 
fected stores. 

But the money did not pre- 
vent a blackout that lasted 24 
hours for some people and af- 
fected service along the 2,3,4, 
F and G subway lines. 

“We have a 2-year-old daugh- 
ter, so we would have liked to 
turn on the A/C,” said Mike 
Grassotti, who lives on Smith 
Street at Warren Street and did 
not have power during the swel- 
tering Sunday night . It was back 
by 8:30 am, he said. 

But that wasn’t soon enough to 
avoid a disastrous morning rush 
hour, when service along the F 
and G lines remained spotty. 

“We had to bring in generators 
to run the signals,” said Charles 
Seaton, spokesmanforNYCTran- 
sit. “But they don’t produce as 
much power as Con Ed.” 

Even as critics say that Con 
Ed is 0-for-l so far this year, the 
state Department of Public Ser- 
vices, which regulates the en- 
ergy giant, says it’s too early to 
pass judgment. 

“An assessment [of the black- 
out] would be premature,” said 
agency spokeswoman Ann Dal- 
ton, who added, “They are being 
watched on a daily basis, 24/7.” 
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H&M coming to Fulton 



Fulton Mall landowner Al Laboz is already building this 
glass-walled mini-mall on Fulton Street, which is reported 
to be the future home of an H&M store. 


By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Swedish cheap-chic cloth- 
ing store H&M will come to 
Fulton Mall by next spring — 
and could be one of the first 
tenants in a giant new glass- 
walled mall at Bridge Street. 

The high-fashion/low-priced 
store confirmed that it would 
open by spring, 2009 — and 
a real-estate source told The 
Brooklyn Paper that reclusive 
Fulton Mall developer Al Laboz 
will be the store’s landlord. 

That makes sense, given that 
Laboz owns the landmark Con- 
way building at 505 Fulton St. 
and plans a glass mini-mall next 
door — and Laboz has said for 
years that H&M is exactly the 
kind of retailer he wants on a 
diversified Fulton Mall. 

“I want to make Fulton Street 
Mall into 34th Street, where it is 
strong retailers giving a quality 
shopping experience,” he told 
The New Yoik Observer in 2006. 
“Instead of bringing in a dozen 
cellphone stores, [we need] a 
sprinkling of lingerie, women’s 
garments, H&M or other type 
of stores.” 

Laboz didnot return calls, but 
his company Web site heralds 
the 500,000-square-foot glass 
mall and promises “amajor na- 


tional retail store” on its ground 
floor and luxury residential con- 
dominiums above. 

H&M’s Fulton Mall location 
would be the company’s second 
in Brooklyn, and would play a 
partin the area’s ongoing trans- 
formation from a discount shop- 
ping strip into a broader resi- 
dential community with a mix 


of stores. 

As such, it will be warmly 
received, retail experts said. 

‘ ‘ [H&M] would bring a won- 
derful flavor to Downtown 
Brooklyn,” said Paula Ingram 
of Ingram and Hebron Realty, 
which did not have a role in 
the deal. “They’re very asser- 
tive — they do a lot of window 


displays, and I think that’s what 

Fulton Mall is the borough’s 
busiest shopping strip, with 
100,000 shoppers each day 
and new rents soaring, up 50 
to 100 percent, according to In- 
gram and Hebron. More than 
14,400 residential units and 
1.6 million square feet of re- 
tail space are planed for con- 
struction by 2012, according to 
the Downtown Brooklyn Part- 
nership, a quasi-governmental 
agency guiding development in 
the neighborhood. 

The H&M news, which fol- 
lows MTV’s announcement that 
its trendy “Real World” real- 
ity show will start filming two 
blocks away on once-hardscrab- 
ble Willoughby Street, signals 
the beginning of that shift, In- 
gram said. 

“People used to say, what 
comes first — the people moving 
to the neighborhood or a store 
coming in and people wanting to 
move?” Ingram said. “Younever 
really know, but once they’re 
down here, it influences many 

H&M’s Kings Plaza Mall 
store opened in 2001 . The Euro- 
styled retailer opened its first 
store in Sweden in 1947, and 
its first U.S. store in Manhat- 
tan in 2000. 


DIVORCE... 

Continued from page 1 

frey Sunshine, the supervising judge tor matrimonial matters 
in Kings County. 

Instead, he credited his own courtroom for doing a better 
job than ever, right down to providing excellent service for 
couples who don’t have lawyers. 

“We have a very active pro-se office and the word is getting 
out,” said Sunshine. “They don’t even take lunch most days.” 

Couples can file uncontested divorces in any county, so if 
there’s a backlog in Manhattan or Queens, many may choose 
Brooklyn, Sunshine added. 

“Brooklyn does do a better job than Queens,” Mastrodo- 
menico said. (The clerk from the Queens and Manhattan di- 
vorce parts did not return calls.) 

• More violence! Sunshine thought that part of the increase 
in divorce cases was due to the decreasing stigma faced by vic- 
tims of domestic violence. 

“More and more, a woman in an abusive relationship knows 
she has options — and, thankfully, the court has been help- 
ful,” Sunshine said. He also credited District Attorney Charles 
Hynes for his work with domestic violence victims. 

The bottom line? No one knows why Brooklyn is Splits- 
ville, NYC. 

“All I know is that I’ve been doing this for 20 years and busi- 
ness is good,” Mastrodomenico said. “But the uptick over the 
past four years? It’s a mystery.” 


Broken-hearts club 

The numbers don't lie: divorces in Brooklyn are up 
nearly 30 percent in just four years — but what's the 
reason? It's anyone's guess. Our handy chart captures 
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FINANCIAL EMPOWERMENT SEMINAR SERIES 



CARVER 

FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK 


Carver Community Development Corporation, a 
subsidiary of Carver Federal Savings Bank, is proud 
to join Harlem Congregations for Community 
Improvement, Inc. and Neighborhood Housing 
Services of NYC in presenting the Financial 
Empowerment Seminar Series. 

RSVP at carverliteracycenter@carverbank.com 
or call 212.360.4798, For further information, 
contact Paula Wilson/HCCI 212.281.4887 or 
Sharon Forbes/NHS 71 8.732.8022. 

All seminars are FREE, but space is limited. This 
series is made possible in part through a grant from 
the U.S. Department of the Treasury's Community 
Development Financial Institutions Fund. 


Financing a Home: New Purchases & Existing Homes 


June 1 7, 2008 BEDFORD STUYVESANT RESTORATION CORP. 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 1368 Fulton Street Brooklyn (near Marcy Ave.) 


Refinance 101: Avoid Pitfalls & Fraud 


June 18, 2008 SUNSET PARK BRANCH 

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 140 58th Street Brooklyn (bet. 1st & 2nd Aves.) 


Seniors: Protect Your Money & Property/Refinance 101 


June 19, 2008 ST. GEORGE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
1 0:00 a.m. - 12 noon 800 Marcy Ave. Brooklyn (bet. Gates Ave. & Monroe St.) 


Protect Your Money & Property 


June 24, 2008 BEDFORD STUYVESANT RESTORATION CORP. 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 1368 Fulton Street Brooklyn (near Marcy Ave.) 


First Time Home Buyers 


June 26, 2008 LIVINGSTON STREET BRANCH 

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 1 1 1 Livingston Street Brooklyn (corner Adams St. & Livingston St.) 

718.230.2900 www.carverbank.com 
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Member FDIC 




.com 


Brand new modern loft building ■ Open spaces bathed in sunlight ■ Floor to ceiling windows ■ Soaring ceilings 
up to 17' high ■ Versatile layouts offer many options ■ Fully equipped kitchens & bathrooms ■ Central air & 
W/D hook-ups ■ Indoor on-site parking ■ Common roof deck and 2nd floor terrace ■ Gym and recreation space 


1 BRS fr $440K ■ 1 BRS + BONUS fr $570K ■ 2 BRS / 2 BATHS fr $775K 


FLDFTE 


VOLUME 

SPACE 


718.222.1545 x305 ■ WWW.LOFTS305.COM 


Exclusive sales and marketing: 

bHliSBHSrSROUP 


Lutheran 

Rehabilitation Network 


www.LutheranHealthCare.org 


Lutheran Rehabilitation Network 

Innovative Care. Exceptional Results. 


Are you or someone you love struggling with changes because of a stroke? Has 
your life suffered because of these changes? Then, you should know about Lutheran 
Rehabilitation Network’s Specialized Stroke Therapy Program offering a wide 
range of innovative therapies to get patients back to life faster - even if the stroke 
happened years ago. Here’s why we get better results: 


• Highly skilled physical therapists, trained in the newest 
neurological treatments, working one-on-one 

• More sessions that last longer - resulting in quicker results 

• Three distinct levels of care for each phase of recovery 

• Four Brooklyn-based centers 

• Short and long-term rehabilitation that “re-trains” 
the brain - sometimes as much as six years later 


The Lutheran Rehabilitation Network. Innovative Care. Exceptional Results. 
To Reach a Lutheran Specialized Stroke Rehabilitation Specialist, 
call 718-630-RXRX (7979) 












What smell doesn’t belong 
outside your home? 


roses 

fresh-cut grass 
H rotten eggs 

burgers on the grill 


Gas leaks can be detected if you know what to look for. Natural gas 
has a rotten egg smell added to it for quick detection. Another way to 
detect a gas leak is to look for bubbling puddles of standing water. 
These can come from natural gas pipelines leaking underground. 
And if you notice a hissing sound, that could be natural gas escaping 
from a pipeline. 

If you notice any of these signs, move to a safe location and call us at 
1-718-643-4050. Take action and don't assume someone else will 
report this condition. 

Always call before you dig. Some pipeline locations are marked, 
but not all. The law requires excavators to contact the One Call 
Center so the location(s) of underground facilities can be marked. 
Calll -800-272-4480 or the national number, 81 1 . 


nationalgrid 

The power of action? 


Starbucks names shake for boro 


By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Manhattan has its epony- 
mous bourbon and vermouth. 
And Brooklyn now has its . . . 
ice milk and caramel syrup? 

Apparently, a Starbucks va- 
nilla bean frappuccino — with 
a caramel swirl! — will be our 
borough’s star in the culinary 
firmament. 

Created by a Starbucks dis- 
trict manager after noticing high 
school girls customizing the tra- 
ditional vanilla bean frappuc- 
cino, “The Brooklyn” consists 
of nothing more than the ubiqui- 
tous chain’s existing drink, en- 
hanced with a bit more sugar. 

A Starbucks on Court Street 
broke the “news” this week by 
putting out an A-frame sign her- 
alding, “The new all time favor- 
ite drink. . .the Brooklyn.” 

Oh, and did we mention that 
it’s 40 more cents ($4.90 for a 
venti!) — and 20 more calo- 
ries (620, but who’s counting?) 
— than the standard frappuc- 

The whole thing may feel like 
a scam — or a way for Star- 


bucks bean counters to stave 
off the vanilla bean frappuc- 
cino blues — but hours after 
the sign was deployed outside 
that Court Street Starbucks , cus- 
tomers were genuinely abuzz 
(and there’s no caffeine in a 
“Brooklyn,” either!). 

“It’s the latest craze. Every- 
one’s talking about it,” said Park 
Slope resident Tanya Mikula. 

“It” is merely blended milk, 
vanilla powder, crushed ice, and 
whipped cream. 

And that all-important car- 
amel swirl. 


Another 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Sure, you see a vacant lot in 
this picture of 611 DeGraw St., 
between Third and Fourth ave- 
nues — but a developer sees yet 
another hotel in the so-called 
Gowanus Canal Hotel District. 

An unidentified builder 
just paid $1.4 million for this 
lot — which can support a 


FREE GOLF 

Continued from page 1 

swing in the park, but they don’t know to play,” said Gau- 
locher. “But it’s like chess, you need to learn more than how 
to move each piece.” 

The center is not just about learning the Inner Game, but 
also helping urban kids take advantage of the many golf schol- 
arships (who knew there were golf scholarships?) to colleges 
around the country. 

Perhaps that explains the location — Dyker Beach is where 
Earl Woods once played with his son before he became a su- 
perstar named Tiger. 

They say that golf is a long walk spoiled. But in order to 
have this walk spoiled, you’ll have to drive. The new center 
is midway between the R train’s 86th Street station and the M 
train at 18th Avenue in Bensonhurst. Hopping the No. 8 bus 
from either station will get you there — eventually. 

Hannah Youssef, a 12-year-old from Staten Island, is lucky. 
Her mom said she’ll drive her to Bay Ridge three times a week 
to take advantage of the free schooling. 

The good news is that kids won’t be carrying their clubs all 
the way from the subway. Callaway, a golf equipment manu- 
facturer, has provided fancy sticks that stay at the center. 

One-quarter of the $8 million cost came from city taxpay- 
ers. The restis a combination of both private and public grants, 
including Con Edison. 

After his ceremonial putt (swing and a miss!), the orange- 
sweater-clad Bloomberg played a round at the big boy’s course 
next door with chef Mario Battali (without his trademark Crocs) 
and comic Jimmy Fallon (white cardigan) in a fundraiser to 
help solicit an additional $4 million. 

Meanwhile, instructor Carmine Filocamo gave his first les- 

“I can’t believe they built this place for kids,” said Filo- 
camo, who learned the game at age 8. 

“They’re not being taught by their uncle who is an accoun- 
tant here. They’ll learn the game for real.” 



Given their own addiction to 
sugary summertime fluff, it’s no 
surprise that Hollywood stars 
have already latched onto “the 
Brooklyn.” 

Denzel Washington and John 
Travolta apparently quaffed a 
few during the filming of “The 
Taking of Pelham 123” in the 
neighborhood last month, apro- 
duction assistant said. 

No word on whether the stars 
came back for seconds. 

But real Brooklynites weren’t 
convinced. 


Greg Jensen, a messenger. “I 
didn’t know vanilla and cara- 
mel had anything to do with 
Brooklyn.” 

Didn’t know?! Caramel is 
merely burned sugar — and 
if nothing else, the history of 
Brooklyn is the history of Amer- 
ican sugar refining. By the late 
19th-century, sugar plants here 
produced more than half the 
sugar consumed in the United 

And now, thanks to Starbucks, 
we’re consuming it back. 

— with Jessica Firger 


new hotel set for Gowanus 

10,000-square-foot hotel un- 
der current zoning. 

Ken Freeman at Massey 
Knakal, which brokered the deal, 
said the manufacturing-zoned lot 
sold for so much because the new 
owner ‘ ‘is capable of taking advan- 
tage of the available air rights,” 
most likely up to eight stories. 

The hotel is one of five that 
are now proposed for the area, 
joining Hotel Le Bleu, the Hol- 
iday Inn Express and the Com- 
fort Inn that are already oper- 

The sale of the lot is likely to 
draw fire from Councilman Bill 
DeBlasio (D-Park Slope), who 
recently called for a moratorium 
A developer just paid $1.4 million for this lot — and plans on new hotels on manufacturing- 
a hotel. Such inns can be built on manufacturing-zoned zoned land in the Gowanus cor- 
land, though some height restrictions apply. ridor. — Cersh Kuntzman 



Kickball Pirate gets revenge 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Greenpoint kickball hero 
arrested last month for toting 
a buccaneer’s sword through a 
Macy’s department store made 
his triumphant return to McCar- 
ren Park on Sunday, leading his 
team to a rare victory. 

After a night behind bars and 
two weeks off the field, Lance 
Jackson, 29, logged two hits 
(err. . .kicks) and a run scored, 
helping the Pirates (officially 
Los Piratas Mecanicos) beat 
Regression Aggression, 5-3. 

“I’m just happy to be back 
with my team, winning games ,” 
Jackson said after the victory, 
as self-effacing as ever. 

Jackson was separatedfromhis 
squad when cops nabbed him as 
he shopped with his girlfriend on 



Kickball — and machete — 
hero Lance Jackson. 


May 25,chaiging the lanky Green- 
pointer with weapons possession 
for carrying the sword, which he 
maintains was merely a prop for 
that evening’s games. Jackson 
missed those contests while his 
case was being processed. 


The arrest sent shockwaves 
through the 33 -team Brooklyn 
Kickball league, where players 
put rivalries aside to stand behind 
Jackson andhis squad, which has 
a reputation for rabblerousing. 

The Pirates , with their 3-6 re- 
cord, are one of the weakerteams 
in the league. Knownmore for an- 
tics than athleticism,the team often 
interrupts games to throw water 
balloons and shoot fireworks. 

But with Jackson’s return, 
the only things the Pirates were 
throwing was strikes, and the 
only explosions came off their 
insteps — and co-captain Hec- 
tor Castillo said Jackson was 
the catalyst. 

“It’s great to have him back,” 
Castillo said. “He helps with 
the points and he helps with the 
morale . He’s a high-ranking Pi- 
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«e * Red White &Bubbr 

211 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President) 

Park Slope (718) 636-9463 www.redwhiteandbubbly.com 

Open Mon-Sat: lOam-lOpm, Sun: 12pm-8pm 


JUNE RECOMMENDATIONS 



Darrin Siegfried’s 
Best Buys for June 


Marquee ‘Classic’ Riesling 

Australia's 'other white wine'! This is one of those KjTJTTI 
dry, crisp Rieslings that makes you say "Yes! THIS mmBmM 
is what I want in a glass of wine!" Tangy, crisp, lively and bright 
with enticing floral and fruit aromas, followed by flavors of 
green apple, spices and stewed peaches. 


L’Affiche Chardonnay 




Made by Bruno Lafon ... one of the world's top 
winemakers! Try my latest discovery from the KmBSM 
sunny south of France! Plenty of Old World "terroir" and min- 
erality, but with the ripe, fresh fruit-forward style that is more 
common in New World Chardonnays. Textured and creamy on 
the palate. 



Terre di Sole Sangiovese 

Pizza wine? Here it is! Made by two families from RjTJTTI 
Verona who are known for their Valpolicellas and 
Amarones, this ruby red wine has lovely aromas of ripe red plums 
and cherries. Showing more complexity than other wines in this 
price range, flavors of rich red berries, cherries and black pep- 
percorns. This wine is very soft and easy drinking, and pairs well 
with so many dishes ... not just pizza! 

Monte de Luz Cabernet Franc 

What's new from the Lesgourgues family? My good 
friends from Bordeaux are making terrific wines in 
Uruguay, where quality wines have been made for over 150 years! 
Careful attention to the type of grapes planted, the soil, low yields 
and modern winemaking practices result in this elegant, delicious 
red! Rich and ripe tasting, complex and well balanced, this is a 
value not to be missed! 


Buy the 4-pacl< and save 10% |; 



Darrin’s Discovery 
Wines for June! 



Pine Ridge, Chenin Blanc/Viognier 

The noble white grapes of the Loire I 
& the Rhone meet in this delicious ‘ 
wine ... perhaps the most refreshing white I've 
tasted all year! Chenin has bright, tangy acidity 
as well as pear and citrus flavors, while Viognier 
offers lush, rich mouth feel with remarkable 
white peach and floral aromas. So much flavor 
and complexity at such a great price! My own Summer White! 

Chateau Porcieux, Cotes de Provenge Rose 

Remember that delightful dry rose 
you sipped in Provenge? This is it! 

This is the one to chill and enjoy on a warm day: 
not a trace of sweetness, but plenty of aromas of 
ripe strawberries and rosepetals. This pink 
charmer makes every meal into a picnic, and 
every picnic into a summer celebration! Pour a 
glass with cold roasted chicken, sandwiches, 
cold cuts, cheeses, pate ... or just enjoy it with 
friends while watching the world go by. Ahhh ... life is good! 

Pago del Vicario “Penta” 

What's new? This is! Today's cut- ETFC^ 
ting edge cuisine is coming not mdmUCM 
from France, but from Spain, and young wine 
makers there are crafting new, exciting wines to 
match the world-wide excitement! Made from a 
blend of five grapes and given five months of 
barrel ageing, this ripe, rich red has layers of 
black currant, toast, licorice, berries and figs. 

This is one that I immediately got excited tasting, and started pouring 
for everyone: I wanted them all to taste just how good it is! 


Buy the 3-pacl< and save 10% 



Available Exclusively at 
Red, White & Bubbly 



Try some today while supplies last! 
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Fred Malwitz, 79 


Ridgite was father of Paper manager 


for The Brooklyn Paper 

Fred Malwitz, a consum- 
mate family man, Mets fan 
and father of Brooklyn Pa- 
per bookkeeper Lisa Mal- 
witz, has died. 

The cause of death has not 
been confirmed, but Malwitz, 
79, was apparently the victim of 
a stroke on June 5, his daugh- 
ter Lisa said. 

A man of simple Brooklyn 
passions — baseball, fishing, 
gambling and hating the New 
York Yankees — Malwitz was 
nothing short of “the anchor 
in our family,” said Charles 
Malwitz, the middle of Mal- 
witz’s three children, who 
remembered his father as a 
hardworking, easygoing, and 
optimistic 6-foot man. 

Frederick William Malwitz 
II was born May 29, 1929, in 
his parents’ house at on Church 
Avenue in Flatbush. He at- 
tended Erasmus Hall, the noted 
Flatbush high school where 
Barbra Streisand graduated. 
Malwitz also worked at Ebin- 
ger’s, the bakery. 

After high school, Malwitz 
went to work as a messenger at 
Chase ManhattanBank.This led 
to a 43-year career most recently 



Fred Malwitz with his 
daughter, Lisa. 


as vice president of international 
operations. He retired in 1989 
to care for his wife of 44 years . 
Mathilde — also known as Lee 
— died of cancer in 1994. 

The couple had met on a 
blind date. 

Friends said that Malwitz 
loved his family most of all, 
but the Mets were a close sec- 

“His last words were not, ‘I 
love you,’ but, ‘I hate the Yan- 
kees,”’ his daugher said. 

He is survived by his three 
children, Frederick William 
Malwitz, III, Charles Florian 
Malwitz, and Lisa Jayne Mal- 
witz; an older brother, Nor- 
man Malwitz; four grandchil- 
dren; and one great-grandson, 
Austin Malwitz. 

— Jessica Firger 


Amanda Green, 49 

Restaurateur and Heights bon-vivant 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Beloved Brooklyn Heights 
restaurateur Amanda Green, 
who started La Bouillabaisse 
and, more recently, the Wine Bar 
at 50 Henry Street, died early 
Sunday morning from pancre- 
atic cancer. She was 49. 

Friends described the Brit- 
ish expatriate as full oflite, cre- 
ative, and with a warm smile. 

Despite her fight with can- 
cer, Green went ahead and 
opened her wine- and raw-bar 
hotspot at Henry and Cran- 
berry streets in January, and 
received acclaim for it. 

A former dancer, musician, 
and — at one point, an exotic 
bird importer — Green moved 
to Cobble Hill from Manhat- 
taninthe 1990s. She helped run 
LaBouillabaisse , aFrench res- 
taurant on Atlantic Avenue that 
rode a wave of new restaurants 
and nightlife in the strip between 
the Brooklyn-Queens Express- 
way and Clinton Street. 



Last Christmas, Amanda 
Green with her children — 
Leila, 9, and Nick, 13. 


A longtime close friend, 
Steve Manes, described Green 
as a “natural” for the hospi- 
tality business. 

‘ ‘She was one of those people 
[who] , once you met her, if she 
liked you, you were onherlist — 
she’d be calling,” said longtime 
close friend, Steve Manes. 

Greenis survivedby hertwo 
children, Nick, 13, and Leila, 
9 ; and her mother and stepfa- 



Win some, 
lose some 

Xaverian HS players (left) 
celebrated their city Cath- 
olic High School Athletic 
Association championship 
victory over Moore Catho- 
lic last Sunday at St. John's 
University where the Clip- 
pers beat the Maverics 
7-1. A few days later (right), 
Brooklyn Paper Senor Editor 
Vince DiMiceli was gunned 
down in a (fairly) close play in 
the Scribes charity game loss 
to the Cyclones front office. 
The mostly out-of-shape 
writers actually gave the 
'Clones staffers a scare, los- 
ing 6-5, after rallying in the 
final frame. Alas, the game 



ended on a deep (deep!) fly 
ball to centerfield that was 
snared in a miracle catch. 
Paper Editor Gersh Kuntz- 
man was 0-2 on the day, 
mostly due to an umpire 
with an extremely gener- 
ous strike zone. In their 


second annual "24 Hours 
of Baseball" charity event, 
the Clones front office 
won some and lost some, 
but the team did raise 
$15,000 for charity. Watch 
the video from our game at 
BrooklynPaper.com! 


HOT DOG... 


Continued from page 1 
paper. One tantalizing hint, how- 
ever, is a second note that lists 
all the newspapers that needed 
to be contacted with the con- 
test’s final results: the New York 
Times, the New York Evening 
Post, and the Brooklyn Stan- 
dard Union. 

The Standard Union folded 
in the 1930s. 

Shea said he didn’t know the 
date of the scribblings, but said 
the very discovery of the doc- 
ument led to another astound- 
ing revelation. 

“We put together a team of 
experts to determine the valid- 
ity of the scribblings and then, 
through the use of what I be- 
lieve scholars call ‘a Google 
search,’ we discovered a New 
York Times article from 1986 
that referred to the contest as 
taking 10 minutes.” 

Major League Eating Presi- 
dent Richard Shea — George’s 
brother — said the Times ar- 
ticle, coupled with the scrib- 
blings, provided compelling 
evidence that the contest’s tra- 
ditional length was actually 10 
minutes, not the I z minutes that 
have been the standard for at 
least two decades (see chart). 

“It hadDavid Dunlap’s byline, 
and he’s a credible reporter,” 
Richard Shea said. “Plus, it men- 
tioned that the winner ate his 
hot dogs and buns, so clearly 
he got the details correct.” 

When contacted by The 
Brooklyn Paper, Dunlap probed 
the recesses of his knife-sharp 
mind and declared that his 1986 
article was accurate. 

“Absent any credible evi- 


dence to the contrary, such as 
a correction in a subsequent is- 
sue of the Times , my operating 
assumption is that the [1986] 
story is correct. We take such 
care in reporting such things 
accurately, you know.” 

The decision to put the con- 
test on a diet is already being 
condemned by traditionalists — 
even though the tradition may 
indeed be 10 minutes. 

“Records have to mean some- 
thing,” said longtime contest 
watcher — and former Frankster 
— Lawrence Gardner. “That’s 
always the talk around July 4: 
‘Will [Takeru] Kobayashi break 
his record again? Can a human 
body really eat 66 hot dogs and 
buns in 12 minutes?’ It’s always 
about those 12 minutes.” 

Fellow fan Kurt Hirsch 
echoed that thought: “Per- 
haps Major League Baseball 
should start playing seven-in- 
ning games.” 

Reigning world champ Joey 
“Jaws” Chestnut, who downed 
66 hot dogs and buns in 1 2 min- 
utes last July 4, said the change 
will have profound implications 
on the man-eat-dog world of 
gustatory gluttony. 

Indeed, Chestnut, surged 
past six-time champ Takeru 
Kobayashi only in the last few 
minutes of the contest. 

“I think it’s a ridiculous 
change,” the champ said, via 
cellphone from his home near 
San Jose, Calif. 

But he did not think the 
shorter format would affect 
his game. 

“Every eater can get to his 
capacity in 10 minutes, or in 



Six-time champ Takeru Kobayashi nearly experienced 
reflexes contrary to swallowing towards the end of the 
2007 Nathan's contest — and some competitive eat- 
ing fans think his near disaster motivated the move to a 
10-minute contest. 


even less time,” he said. “I’ll 
just have to get to my capacity 

That, perhaps, is exactly what 
the Shea brothers should be wor- 
ried about, said one eater, who 
requested anonymity because he 
is still active on a circuit that in- 
cludes contests in lobster rolls, 
ice cream, jalapeno peppers and 
pan-seared cow brains. 

“The contest is ultimately 
about marketing Nathan’s, and 
there have been too many close 
calls lately.” 

True, even the great Ko- 
bayashi has exhibited reflexes 


contrary to swallowing twice 
in his illustrious career, most 
recently last year, when he ap- 
peared to vomit up bits of hot 
dog and bun, only to re-ingest 

Some saw it as the mark of 
a true champion. Others saw it 
as disgusting. 

“That’s the last image that 
Nathan’s wants on TV screens 
all over the country — people 
spitting up their delicious hot 
dogs,” the eater said. 

But George Shea said that the 
two-minute trim would not af- 
fect the contest in this regard. 


The 12-minute era 

The return of the Nathan's hot-dog-eating contest to 
a 10-minute format that existed at least through 1986 
brings to a close the sport's "12-minute era." Here is 
a recap of what experts believe was competitive eat- 
ing's golden age (* indictes then-world-record): 


WINNER 


1990 

Mike "The Scholar" DeVito 

16* 

1991 

Frank "Hollywood" Dellarosa 

21* 

1992 

Frank "Hollywood" Dellarosa 

19 

1993 

DeVito 

17 

1994 

DeVito 

20 

1995 

Ed "The Maspeth Monster" Krachie 

19 1/2 

1996 

Krachie 

22 1/4* 

1997 

Hirofumi Nakajima 

24 1/2* 

1998 

Nakajima 

19 

1999 

Steve Keiner 

201/4 

2000 

Kazatoyo "The Rabbit" Arai 

25 1/8* 

2001 

Takeru Kobayashi 

50* 

2002 

Kobayashi 

50 1/2* 

2003 

Kobayashi 

44 1/2 

2004 

Kobayashi 

53 1/2* 

2005 

Kobayashi 

49 

2006 

Kobayashi 

53 3/4* 

2007 

Joey "Jaws" Chestnut 

66* 


“That’s notthe issue!” he said. 
“The issue is history, and the 
preponderance of the evidence 
now suggests that the contest 
was always 10 minutes. 

“It’s like the Constitution,” 
he added. “Are you a strict con- 
structionist or not?” 

Shea was asked whether he 

“I don’tknow,”he said. “What’s 


a strict constructionist — is that 
Scalia? I’m not sure. But on this, 
I am a strict constructionist.” 
Shea may have to eat those 
words. Two earlier Times arti- 
cles, one from 1972 and another 
from 1974,referredtothree-and- 
a-half-minute contests that were 
won by eaters who downed 14 
and 10 hot dogs and buns re- 
spectively. 
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DENTISTS 



SOLUTI 

PSYCI 


• Gentle and Cari 
• Focus on Personal Strengths, C 
all types of emotional, benavio 


QUICK RESULTS ■ COMPLETELY CONFIDENT!/ 

CONVENIENT PARI 


STEVEN KATZ, LCS 

25 Years of Counseling Experience 
http://therapist.psychi 


CHIROP 


Ti VI k w J >TJ 


FREEDOM FROM BACK PAIN 
WITHOUT SURGERY! 

Decompression Therapy 
Could Be The Answer! 


• Herniated Discs • Degenerative Discs 
■ Bulging Discs • Facet Syndrome 

• Sciataca 


FREE CONSULTATION 

DR. JARED HOFFMAN 

Brooklyn Spine Center 

729 Wythe Ave, (Penn/Rutledge), Williamsburg 

718.222.2620 

www.DiscPainHelpReport.com 


DENTISTS 


MURRAY FRYD, DOS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 


{ Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modern Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

■ Restorative (Dentures & Brldgework) 

- Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal ■ Gum Treatment 



Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue (between Carroll & Garfield) 

• Implant Restorations 
•Emergency Service 
•Root Canal Therapy 

• Lumineers® Porcelain Veneers 

• 1 Hour, In-Office Bleaching 
•White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Oentures 
•Non/Surgical Gum Care 

• Financing Available 

• Insurance Plans Welcomed 

www.ParkSlopeFc 

Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 

Pediatric Dentistry 

Hours by Appointment 
Sat. & Eve. Available 

Free Consultation 
24 Hour Phone Service 

789-5700 

imilyDentistry.com 


Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
sloped ental.com ■ 768-1111 

mmm 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF m 

ap Sr ( 718 ) 622-8020 ii? 







GENERAL & COSMETIC 

Jack Irwin, D.D.S. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

bet. 13th & 14th Sts. 
www.jackirwindds.com 
(718) 768-8372 



GENERAL & IMPLANT DENTISTRY 

Root Canals j 
Crowns & Bridges 
Cosmetic Dentistry J 
Bleaching / Zoom 2 ' 

Oral Surgery / Implants 
Treatment of Gum Disease 
Fixed & Removable Bridges 
Periodontics / Prosthodontics 
Emergencies Seen SAME DAY j 

www.strachandds.com 
Dr. Jeff C. Strachan & Dr. Beeren Gajjar 
1 89 Montague St. #800A, Brooklyn Heights 
office: (71 8) 783-0504 /emergency: (917) 753-3314 

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 8am-6pm / Saturdays: Appointment Only 



Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 
Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

■ Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 


Psychotherapy 
solutions in 


Park Slope 

Steven Katz, LCSW 

Steven Katz , LCSW, uses a solu- 
tion-focused in his psychotherapy 
work with adults, children, fami- 
lies, and couples. 

His therapy focuses on his cli- 
ents’ strengths, to help them real- 
ize and achieve their goals. 

Katz prides himself on provid- 
ing his clients with gentle and car- 
ing therapy with a lasting effect. 

He specializes in relationship is- 
sues, depression, anxiety fears, child 
or adolescent issues, ADHD, loss or 
grief, OCD, parenting, trauma and 
PTSD, impulse control disorders, per- 
sonality disorders, and psychoses. 

Katz has helped countless numbers of people in his 25 years as 
a clinical social worker and therapist. The average cost per ses- 
sion with ranges from $70 to $79. 

Park Slope Solution-Focused Psychotherapy is available at 148 
Park Place, between Sixth and Seventh avenues. For more infor- 
mation call (917) 922-4983 or email steven.n.katz@gmail.com. 



STOP SMOKING 




















INSIDE 


DINING I PERFORMING ARTS I NIGHTLIFE I BOOKS I CINEMA 



(718) 834-9350 


The Brooklyn Paper’s essential guide to the Borough of Kings 


June 14, 2008 


What’s in store? 


Red Hooks IKEA has Swedish style with a Brooklyn accent 



SHOPPING 


By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Designed for you 

When all the plants are dead and balloon gi- 
raffes popped, though, what Brooklyn will be 
left with is a prize in itself. 

The 346,000-square-foot store, stocked with 
over 10,000 products, is more than just another 
big box plunked down in the red-hot-for-retail 
borough. 

The store even offers childcare, in Smaland, 
which is decked out in a contemporary forest 

Calling Kings County “the heart of New York 
City,” Baker walked GO Brooklyn through the 
store and showed off the usual wares — from in- 
expensive, do-it-yourself furniture to high-end, de- 
signer kitchens — but also touted the way that 
Brooklyn inspired this store’s design. 

This IKEA features three mock apartments: 
a 375-square-foot dwelling that made everyone 
think — and one person say out loud — “Why 
can’t I do this to my tiny apartment?”; a 590- 
square-foot, two-bedroom, based on a brown- 
stone apartment in Carroll Gardens; and finally, 
a 275-square-foot loft that, while crowded, had 
enough IKEA-brand storage options crammed 
into it that you might never notice you’re living 
inabreadbox. 

Additionally, the store features 45 room sets 
in which absolutely everything — from the 
drapes to the lightbulbs — are available for 
purchase. 

If the only design ideas you’re interested in 
are your own, that’s fine, too. The store offers 
everything from throw pillows to entertainment 
centers, and even has employees on hand to help 
you lay out your own kitchens and bathrooms. 


R ed Hook might not be the text- 
book definition of “the great 
outdoors,” but on Monday, June 
16, expect to see people descending 
upon the neighborhood with camping 
gear. 

Mike Baker — manager of the 
Brooklyn IKEA store which opens on 
Wednesday, June 18 — told GO 
Brooklyn that he expects to see hun- 
dreds of people waiting in line for 
days in anticipation of the grand 
opening of the Swedish lifestyle be- 




hemoth’s 281st 
first in New York City. 

And they wouldn’t be 
as crazy and you’d t hink . 

The first 35 adults in 
line will receive a free sofa 
at the grand opening, and 
the next 100 will take 
home a complimentary 
armchair. 

While some wih be go- 
ing home without a free 
couch, there will be losts 
of winner. Prizes, such as 
tropical plants, gift cards 
and balloon animals for the 
kids, will be doled out for 
the entire first week. 


ket downstairs and chomp away al 


Delivery options 

Another perk? While you’re nosh- 
ing on “pepparkakor” (thin Swedish 
ginger cookies) and drinking an el- 
derberry juice outside, IKEA can 
arrange to have your purchases 
couriered to your home. 

For $39, you can cram a three-cu- 
bic-foot box with your haul and have 
it delivered to your stoop (additional 
boxes are $10), and for $79, the big 
stuff can be delivered day-of or next 

So, while shuttle bus service will 
be running regularly to the Smith- 
Ninth Street stop on the F and G 
trains, the Ninth Street R train sta- 
tion, the Fourth Avenue stop on the F 
train, and to Borough Hall, this is a 
brilliant idea. 

Why? Because mass transit to the store is 
hit or misss. After we left IKEA, we waited for 
the B77 bus stop for about 10 minutes before 
calling a car service. 

That was good enough for carrying a mes- 
senger bag, but with a sack full of smartly de- 
signed new toys? That would be an adventure. 


IKEA's ideas: The Swedish superstore, opening June 18 in 
Red Hook, features furnished rooms (top right and center), 
custom kitchens and Brooklyn-inspired apartments. The 
346,000-square-foot store even offers childcare in Smaland 
(top left). If you're not in the market for home goods, the 
450-seat cafe (bottom left), serving Swedish delicacies at 
wallet-friendly prices, and a jaw-dropping view of the harbor, 
are worth the trip. 


Swedish eats 

IKEA also scores points for knowing what 
every Brooklynite wants more than anything: 
a little bit of outdoor space. And while there 
are potted plants that you could perch on your 
fire escape, or glasses that you could drag up 
to the roof, the store does you one better. 


Outside of the massive building, on the Red 
Hook waterfront, sits a six-acre esplanade 
complete with benches, tables and a stunning 
view of the Statue of Liberty and the harbor. 

Sure, the 450-seat restaurant, which serves 
inexpensive breakfast, lunch and dinner op- 
tions, has a similar view, but GO Brooklyn 
would rather stock up on snacks at the mar- 



Big country 


The big city is about to get a taste of the 
country. 

BrooklynCountry.com, the Web site and dig- 
ital headquarters for country music artists and 
fans from Kings County, is celebrating its re- 
launching with a party at Natural Selection on 

The party will feature a tribute show to 
honky-tonk legend Waylon Jennings (inset), in 
honor of his 71st birthday, and country music 
bands from all over Brooklyn will play some of 
Jennings’s most popular songs. 


On the bill are folk guitarist , 

Jon Itkin, Sean Kershaw, Ser- | 
ena Jean and The Whiskey 
Trippers, and The Newton 
Gang, as well as performances 
by Uncle Leon of The Alibis, 

Alex Battles of Whiskey Rebellion, 

“If you know [Waylon Jennings’s] music, 
then you’re going to have a great time,” said JD 
Duarte of The Newton Gang (pictured, left) and 
co-director of BrooklynCountry.com. And even 



if you don’t, he added, “It should be 
something you walk away from 
wanting to do again.” 

And don’t forget to look up 
BrooklynCountry.com, which 
will publish music event calen- 
dars, offer discounted tickets, 
and host its own monthly events 
and yearly awards show. 
BrooklynCountry.com's "Honky 
Tonk Hero: A Tribute to Waylon Jen- 
nings" starts at 7 pm on June 15 at Natur- 
al Selection (70 N. Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg). Tickets are $5. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.myspace.com/brooklyncountyfair 
or call (718) 782-5188. —Kate Ray 


DANCE 


Site specific 

The Artichoke Dance Company is letting you direct 
its latest show, with its innovative, interactive produc- 
tion, “U R HERE,” which allows you to choose the 
time, location and music of each performance. 

Here’s how it works: This weekend, Artichoke 
dancers will perform 
ensemble dances and 
duets at outdoor loca- 
tions in Park Slope. Just 
load up your mp3 play- 
er with the company’s 
original music compo- 
sitions, then go to any 
of the sites — where 
dances start about every 
10 minutes, choose 
your music, and watch 
what unfolds! 

Lynn Neuman, the 
company’s director, 
said that the concept 
was intended to “bring the show closer to [the audi- 
ence] and involve them more. The audience is actual- 
ly using them as tools to create their own experi- 

Artichoke Dance Company presents “U R HERE" at 
2 pm on June 14 and June 15, at J.J. Byrne Park (Fifth 
Avenue between Third and Fourth streets in Park 
Slope) and will continue at five more locations in the 
surrounding neighborhood. Admission is free, but you 
can rent an mp3 player for $10 at the Old Stone House 
in J.J. Byrne Park. For more information, a map of the 
event, and to download music compositions, visit 
www.artichokedance.org. — Kate Ray 



Block party 

This weekend is the last opportunity for visitors to 
see the Brooklyn Museum’s breathtaking exhibition 
of Japanese woodblock prints, “Utagawa: Masters of 
the Japanese Print, 1770-1900.” 

The show is a truly vintage collection of pop art by 
members of the Utagawa school of artists, featuring dra- 
matic caricatures of fa- 
mous kabuki actors — 

“there already was a 
celebrity culture,” muse- 
um curator Joan Cum- 
mins told GO Brooklyn; 
to portraits of beautiful 
women; to stunning 
landscapes. 

(A detail of Toy ohara 
Kunichika’s 1894 por- 
trait of actor Ichikawa 
Sadanji I is at right) 

The woodblock prints 
were snapped up by the 
masses because of their artistry and affordability, and 
these predecessors to comic book art still have the pow- 
er to captivate. 

In addition to the mass produced loose prints, the ex- 
hibit also features books of prints with exquisite details 
— like thinner carvings, embossed pages and unusual 
inks — that were commissioned by private patrons. 

Lest you think that graphic art is just for kids, be 
warned, there’s some sexy stuff here, too. 

Cummins explained that during this peaceful era 
in Japan’s history “there was censorship over political 
content, but not erotica or violent content.” 

"Utagawa: Masters of the Japanese Print, 1770- 
1900," is on exhibit through June 15 in the Brooklyn 
Museum (200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights). Admission is $8. For information, 
call (718) 638-5000 or visit www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

— Lisa J. Curtis 



EVENTS 


To the streets 


Traffic will be blocked all weekend in Park Slope, 
and this time it won’t be thanks to a double wide 
stroller barreling down Fifth Avenue. 

On Saturday, June 14, the 12th annual “Brooklyn 
Pride” activities kick off at 9 am with a 10K run in 
Prospect Park and a full day of events — including a 
street fair, parade (starting at 8:30 pm at 15th Street 
and Prospect Park 
West, and ending at 
Seventh Avenue and 
Lincoln Place) and af- 
ter party — to celebrate 
Brooklyn’s gay com- 
munity. 

But don’t stay out 
too late, because on the 
next day, you could be 
in “Seventh Heaven.” 
The annual street fair, 
run by the Park Slope Chamber of Commerce, will set 
up food, music, games, shopping and more along Sev- 
enth Avenue, from Flatbush Avenue to 1 6th Street. 

So whether you’re joining in or just watching the 
crowds go by, Park Slope is the place to be for out- 
door action this weekend. 

"Brooklyn Pride" will begin at 9 am on June Mat 
15th Street and Prospect Park West. All activities are 
free. For information and a full schedule, visit 
www.brooklynpride.org. "Seventh Heaven" will begin 
at 11 am on June 15 at the intersection of Flatbush 
and Seventh avenues. Admission is free. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 234-1165. 
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TOM OTTERNESS 

LARGE COVERED WAGON, 2004 


Bronze, 85 x 185 x 48 inches 


Sponsored in part by the^ldUm fa 0 Special thanks to New ^ 


MARCO POLO 

S7 &(. ^ 

Celebrating 25 Years! 


Three- Course 

Three- Course 

Prix-Fixe Lunch 

Prix-Fixe Dinner 

$ 19.83 

$ 25.00 

(1983: the year we opened) 

(25 years in business!) 

25 Wines for 

CO t 77 

$25 ab ° ttie 




Call now for reservations 

345 Court St. (at Union Street) 

718-852-5015 

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com 

- Free Valet Parking 


Babeland 


BR00KLYN 


Babeland’s third boutique in New York 
is now open. Catch the buzz! 


462 Bergen Street • 718.638.3820 
(between Flatbush and 5th Ave) 


Celebrate Babeland’s 
arrival in Park Slope! 

Brooklyn Grand Opening Party 
Sun, June 15, noon-6pm 

Enjoy local treats, gift bags, store tours and preview 
of our most popular workshops. We’ll raffle fabulous 
Babeland goodie bags every hour and a grand prize 
you’ll have to see to believe! The first 50 customers 
will receive a free Babeland Silver Bullet vibe. 


arouse your curiosity™ 


© Mention this ad to 

get 1 0% off 

your purchase!* 


SOHO • 43 Mercer St, 212.966.2120 
LES • 94 Rivington St, 212.375.1701 
BROOKLYN • 462 Bergen St, 718.638.3820 
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June 14 




EDITORS' PICKS 


SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY FRIDAY 

June 15 June 17 June 1 8 June 20 
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GO Brooklyn’s guide to smart 
last-minute Fathers Day gifts 


O For the stressed- 
out dad 

An hour-long massage, $115. 

At D'Mai Urban Spa, 157 Fifth 
Ave. at Lincoln Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 398-2100 or 
www.dmaiurbanspa.com. 

© For the sporty 
dad 

A pair of Cyclones tickets, $1 4 to 
$30. At Keyspan Park, 1904 Surf 
Ave. at West 19th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 507-8499 or 
www.brooklyncyclones.com. 

© For the 
foodie dad 

The Grillslinger Sport BBQ Tool 
System, $49.99. At The Brooklyn 
Kitchen, 616 Lorimer St. at Skill- 
man Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 
389-2982. 


O For the 

fashionable dad 

Skinny tie, $24-$28. At Alter, 109 
Franklin St. at Greenpoint Avenue 
in Greenpoint, (718) 784-8818 or 
www.alterbrooklyn.blogspot.com. 

O For the dad who 
packs a punch 

Gleason's Gym 2008 Fantasy Box- 
ing Camp, $1650. Reserve a spot 
by calling (718) 797-2872. 

O For the smooth 
dad 

Absinthe Shave Cream, $22. At 
Korres Natural Products, 140 
Montague St. at Henry Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 643-9425 
or www.korres.com. 


Kate Ray and Adam Rathe 



By Adam Rathe and Kate Ray 

The Brooklyn Paper 

T ongues are wagging that Shake 
Shack — the Manhattan-based burg- 
er and malted Mecca — is planning 
to expand to Downtown Brooklyn. A 
representative for the restaurant told GO 
Brooklyn, “New York is a city of five 
wonderfully distinct boroughs. As we ex- 
pand Shake Shack, we want to think 
about the city as a whole.” 

While we’re crushed that the Shack 
Hack couldn’t confirm the tasty rumor, 
we’re still dreaming of enjoying a Dou- 
ble Shack Burger and root beer float 
without leaving the borough. 

It seems that every bartender has a dif- 
ferent idea of what a “Brooklyn” is, and 
now coffee shops are getting in on the 
confusion. Starbucks cafes across the 
borough have been spotted with signs ad- 
vertising “The Brooklyn,” a blend of the 
coffee behemoth’s vanilla and caramel 
“Frappuccino” mix topped with whipped 
cream and caramel sauce. 

While the newly opened Beer Island 
(located on Stillwell Avenue, between 
Surf Avenue and the Coney Island board- 
walk) might not sound like the best place 
to take the kids, owner John “Cha Cha” 
Ciarcia is welcoming the whole clan. 

The venue, a giant sandy lot that ac- 
commodates up to 500 people and serves 
almost 50 kinds of beer — hence the 
name — as well as wine and hot dogs (a 
larger menu is in the works), is meant to 
be more toned-down and family friendly 
than Ciarcia’s other bar, the legendary 
Cha Cha’s, just across the street. 

“Beer Island is about people coming 
with their families,” said the gruff Ciarcia. 
“It’s like sitting on the beach and relaxing.” 
You might also be able to spot a celebri- 
ty or two, since Ciarcia, who has starred in 
a number of movies and TV shows, in- 
cluding the last two seasons of “The So- 
pranos,” has a lot of famous friends. 

“Danny DeVito was there last Satur- 
day,” he said, almost as an afterthought. 
“He loved the place, he loved Beer Island.” 
Ciarcia has plans to erect an outdoor 
stage at Beer Island, and throughout the 
summer will hold concerts, promotions 
and other special events, like a possible 
bocce ball tournament with Pabst Brew- 
ing Company. 

Summer in Cobble Hill just got a little 


bit sweeter. Last week, cookie czarina 
Melissa Murphy expanded her Court 
Street bakery, Sweet Melissa Patis- 
serie, to include the new Sweet Melissa 
Cremerie, a one-stop shop for all of your 
ice cream needs. 

Offering cones, shakes, malts, Bel- 
gian waffles and serious sundaes — 
“Jumbleberry Sundae” with strawberry 
ice cream, raspberry sorbet, meringues, 
berry sauce and freshly whipped cream 

— the shop will cater to the neighbor- 
hood’s sweet tooth. 

“I’ve always wanted to open an ice 
cream parlor,” Murphy told GO Brook- 
lyn. “So when the space next door be- 
came available, I decided to bring some- 
thing new to the neighborhood.” 

“I thought it needed an ice cream par- 
lor,” she added. “And I’ve always had a 
thing for sundaes.” 

Another perk of the adjacent Cremerie 

— twice as much garden! Murphy has 
doubled her outdoor space to give cus- 
tomers a quiet, relaxing spot to munch in. 

School might be out for the summer, 
but in Fort Greene, the Urban Assembly 
Academy of Arts & Letters is throwing 
its first ever “SummerFest,” from noon 
to 3 pm, on Saturday, June 21 . 

There will be games and an exhibit of 


student artwork, but we’re really excited for 
the “Taste of Fort Greene and Clinton Hill” 
part of the day. Local eateries Chez Lola. 
Graziella's. Bacchus. Chez Oskar. Ha- 
bana Outpost and Little House on Clin- 
ton will be providing snacks for attendees, 
giving them a chance to learn about the 
tasty options ihe neighborhood has to offer. 

The event, which is being held at 225 
Adelphi St. at Willoughby Avenue in Fort 
Greene, is free and open to the public. 

On Wednesday, June 18, the Fort 
Greene/Clinton Hill Cooperative Daycare 
will be celebrating its fifth anniversary gala 
at Tamboril in Fort Greene. Co-sponsored 
by Clinton Hill wine shop Gnarly Vines, 
the fundraiser — tickets are $25 to $50 — 
will feature snacks from Habana Out- 
post, Spur Tree in Manhattan, Madiba. 
Choice Market. Maggie Brown, Pe- 
quena and Fairway. 

For information, and to buy tickets, 
visit www.thecoopschool.com. 

Where there’s “Smoke,” there’s fire. 
In early July, Smoke Joint, the Fort 
Greene barbecue restaurant that’s already 
spawned the neighboring Little Piggy 
Market, will branch out yet again with 
Peaches, a Southern-tinged restaurant at 
393 Lewis Ave. in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 


“We’ll be using down-home recipes 
with our culinary techniques to make it 
more Brooklyn,” said co-owner Ben 
Grossman. “There will be shrimp and 
grits and commeal-crusted trout, and 
we’ll feature items from Smoke Joint and 
Little Piggy, like the fresh-baked Cheddar 
scallion biscuits.” 

This next chapter won’t be the last for 
Grossman and his business partner, Craig 
Samuel. 

“There is a tremendous amount of op- 
portunity to service Brooklyn,” he said. 
“There’s a lot of different food stuff that 
hasn’t been tapped yet.” 

Tio Pio, a seven-year-old eatery in 
Downtown Brooklyn, has finally moved 
into a space big enough for its devotees. 
The new location, at 78 Willoughby St. 
between Bridge and Lawrence streets, 
has seating inside and outside, employs 
more staff, and offers an expanded menu 
with more salads and sandwiches. But 
you can still order the famous rotisserie 
chicken, and choose from an extensive 
list of sides like roasted potatoes to mac- 
aroni and cheese. 

“It’s like homemade fast food,” said 
co-owner Javier Espinosa. “It’s like I’m 
preparing [food] for me, preparing food 
at home.” 

Chef Cody Utzman, formerly of 
Brooklyn Label, has struck out on his 
own with Papacito — “hot man” in 
English — a beer garden and taqueria 
serving up bare-bones snacks and big 
beers in a lot on Huron Street (between 
Manhattan Avenue and Fra nklin Street) 
in Greenpoint. On a recent walk by, the 
space was so crowded that we had to 
move on to Acapulco around the comer 
to quell our guacamole craving. Wel- 
come back, Cody! 

And now a PSA for CSAs. In the past 
weeks, both DUMBO and Fort Greene 
have kicked off their own Community 
Supported Agriculture groups, which 
bring fresh produce to members each 
week. Fruit and veggies come straight 
from farmers, giving members a chance 
to snap up low-cost, fresh produce and 
the farmers a chance to collect some 
up-front green before dealing with gro- 
cery stores and their ilk. Membership 
for this season has filled up for both 
groups, but visit www.fortgreenecsa.org 
or www.dumbocsa.org for more info. 

Finally, congrats to Dan Griffin of 
new Williamsburg java joint El Beit. 
Last week, Griffin won first prize at a 
“Latte Art Throwdown” in Manhattan, 
where baristas competed to create the 
prettiest peaks of steamed milk. 
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This new French Bistro 
is already bustling 
thanks to a solid kitchen, 
warm decor, and 
welcoming service.” 
-ZAGAT 


Le Petit Marche 

The Little French Bistro in Brooklyn Heights 
46 Henry Street (near Cranberry St.) 

Brooklyn Heights ■ 718-858-9605 - www.BkBistro.corr 


KORRES 


KORRES BROOKLYN STORE 

NOW OPEN 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Casa ” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. ( bet. 44th & 45th sts.) (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • HHlC 


m FREE Apple Diagnostic! 

The Mac Support Store 

Brooklyn's First Apple Authorized Repair Shop! 



Mac and iPod Repair Data Recovery New Macs for sale 
168 7 th Street and 3 ,d Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11215 
718-312-8341 

9-6 weekdays, 10-4 Saturday/ www.macsupportstore.com 
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The Summer 
Season Is 
Upon Us 

at Sunrise Senior Living 


Join in the festivities as Sunrise 
Senior Living hosts a Summer Open 
House Celebration. At this exciting 
event you can mingle with neighbors, 
residents and guests. You can also 
enjoy seasonal fare and delight in a 
variety of themed entertainment. 

While you’re here, meet our team, 
tour our community and find out 
what we do to make our community a 
place seniors are proud to call home. 

Visit our open house and learn 
what options are available for 
your loved ones. 


The Summer Season 
is Upon Us 

Saturday and Sunday 
June 21st & 22nd 
11:00am to 4:00pm 
Space is limited. RSVP to the 
community nearest to you! 



Sunrise . 

Senior Living jgj<L, 


Sunrise at Mill Basin 71 8-444-2600 5905 Strickland Ave, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 234 

Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 718-616-1850 2211 Emmons Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11235 



Unsure Where to Turn 
for Senior Services? 








"A 


Senior Source Can Set You 
in the Right Direction. 


We understand the difficult and often confusing choices you face 
in determining the right care for a loved one. That's why Selfhelp's 
Senior Source Program, an experienced and knowledgeable non-profit 
organization dedicated to maintaining the independence and dignity of 
seniors, can help guide and provide you with peace 
of mind. Our Certified Care Managers and licensed 
nurses will help develop a customized care plan that 
you can act upon immediately. Senior Source will also 
coordinate and monitor care to ensure that seniors 
live independently at home. 


• 24/7 Care Management 

• In-Home Assessments 

• Preservation of Assets 

• Access to Our Home Care Network 

• Benefits & Entitlements Advocacy 

• Crisis Intervention 



Selfheli 
SeniorSource - 

For more information or details 
on our upcoming seminars, 
call us at 800-935-3701. 


For more information and a FREE onlin 
www.sunriseseniorliving.c 


iletter, visit 


www.selfhelpseniorsource.net 


Over 70 Years of Caring for Generations 
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Dance from 
down under 


Want to experience our 
world’s many cultures without 
leaving our borough? 

Get ready for Brooklyn Cen- 
ter for the Performing Arts’ 
2008-2009 lineup, announced 
earlier this month. Brooklyn 
Center will present singers from 
St. Petersburg on March 7, 
2009, acrobats from Australia 
on Jan. 10, 2009, tango dancers 
from Argentina on Nov. 15, and 
everything in between at its 
home on the Brooklyn College 
campus, the Walt Whitman 
Theatre. 

“I believe very strongly that I 
can bring in art that’s going to 
serve my audience here, but also 
keep it really fresh and interest- 
ing,” Artistic Director Seth Solo- 
way told GO Brooklyn. “We’re 
creating an experience that you 
can’t get anywhere else, and it’s 


right here in your borough.” 

Some performances to look 
forward to include Grammy- 
winning jazz vocalist Patti 
Austin with the Duke Ellington 
Orchestra on Nov. 22 and the 
New York premiere of “Score!” 
by Australia’s Expressions 
Dance Company (pictured) on 
Jan. 10, 2009. 

But you can’t see any of it 
without tickets, which are on 
sale now. 

The Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn Col- 
lege 2008-2009 season begins in 
October at the Walt Whitman 
Theatre (2900 Campus Rd. at 
Hillel Place in Midwood). Individ- 
ual and subscription tickets for 
the 2008-2009 season are avail- 
able now at www.brooklyncen- 
ter.com or (718) 951-4500. 

— Kate Ray 



Cast party 


The Theater for a New Audi- 
ence won’t move to its Frank 
Gehry-designed Fort Greene 
headquarters (rendering pic- 
tured) for quite a while, but that 
won’t stop the group from 
throwing a party in the neigh- 
borhood on Wednesday. 

“We’re trying to get the com- 
munity to know about us,” 
Rachel Lovett, director of the 
group’s capital campaign, told 
GO Brooklyn. “It gives us an 
edge, so that people know who 
we are before we get there.” 

Held on the roof of the 30- 
story Forte Condos building, 
the fundraiser will feature food 
from Columbia Street Water- 
front District eatery Korhogo 
126, an open bar courtesy of 


Gnarly Vines and the Brooklyn 
Brewery, music by DJ Jamal 
Reid and art — including an all- 
Brooklynite show in one of the 
penthouses, giant-sized domi- 
nos on the roof and an interac- 

“You can see the building 
site from the roof deck,” said 
Lovett. “It’s a way to broaden 
the network of people who 
know us as we build.” 

The Theater for a New Audi- 
ence "Summer Bash" will take 
place from 6:30 pm to 10 pm on 
June 18 at the Forte Condos 
(Fulton Street at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene). Tickets are $50- 
$75. For information, call (212) 
229-2819 or visit www.tfana.org. 

— Adam Rathe 



BROOKLYN 

Nightlife 


'Devil' in the details: Daniel John- 
ston, the Texas-based singer- 
songwriter who shot to fame with 
the 2006 film "The Devil and Daniel Johnston," will bring his 
strange, provocative live show to the Warsaw in Greenpoint 
on June 20. For our complete Brooklyn Nightlife listings, visit 
www.BrooklynPaper.com/nightlife. 


Holy ‘Hill’ 

Dance companies take center 
stage at Downtown festival 


By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 

W hen the Thelma Hill Performing 
Arts Center kicks off its 12th 
annual “The Souls of Our Feet 
People of Color Dance Festival” on 
Monday, at Long Island University’s 

Kumble Theater, 

it’s going to be 
more like a family 
reunion than your 
average dance re- 

According to 
Alex Smith, exec- 
utive chairman of 
the 32-year-old 
Thelma Hill Per- 
forming Arts Cen- 
ter (THPAC), this 
year’s dance festi- 
val — which con- 
tinues through 
June 24 — is dif- 
ferent because in- 
stead of focusing on individual 
dancers, it will feature 10 companies, 
all of which Thelma Hill has had a 
hand in establishing, and all of which, 
save the Washington, DC-based Edge- 
works (performing June 17) and 
Philadelphia-based The Smoke, Lilies 
& Jade Arts Initiative (performing 
June 22) hail from the borough. 

“Brooklyn just fosters this type of 
creativity,” Smith told GO Brooklyn. 


$15, $12 for s 
The series cor 


“This year we’re presenting eight new 
companies, none of which were in ex- 
istence before 2000, and they are all 
presenting new work. Along with that, 
we’re presenting two established com- 
panies that Thelma Hill nurtured in 
their early years.” 

Indeed, Ron K. Brown, of the 
award-winning 
Fort Greene- 
based Evidence 
dance company, 
is one of Thelma 
Hill’s great suc- 
cess stories, and 
will be bringing 
his troupe to the 
festival on Tues- 
day, June 17. 

Up-and-coming 
artists, like Abra- 
ham. In. Motion 
artistic director 
Kyle Abraham, 
are hoping that 
some of Brown’s 
in them as they pres- 


DANCE 


Thelma Hill Performing Arts 
Center presents "The Souls of Our 
Feet People of Color Dance Festi- 
val" will begin at 7:30 pm on June 
16 with a performance by the Urban 

Theater at Long Island University's 
Kumble Theater (Flatbush Avenue 
Extension at DeKalb Avenue in 
Downtown Brooklyn). Tickets are 




. ill°(7?8) 488* 
v.kumbletheater.org 


success rubs off or 
ent their works oi 
June 22. 

“It seems like Thelma Hill is trying 
to really explore what’s happening with 
artists of color,” said Abraham, a Cob- 
ble Hill resident who will be presenting 
“Number 6,” a dance inspired by the 
Jackson Pollock painting of the same 
name. “It’s not just all about one aes- 
thetic. All of the artists involved have so 



Group dynamics: Among the emerging dance companies performing as part of Thelma Hill Performing Arts Cen- 
ter's dance festival at the Kumble Theater are The Smoke, Lilies & Jade Arts Initiative, taking the stage on June 22. 


many different viewpoints and voices.” 

Smith agreed, and is pleased to pres- 
ent new and exciting groups alongside 
those who are still exciting, but maybe 
not quite as new. 

“[Urban Bush Women and Evi- 
dence] were where these companies 
are now — 15 years ago,” he said of 
those well-known THPAC alumni, 
who will perform on June 16 and 17, 
respectively. “It’s great that they’re 
willing to perform, and it’s good, be- 
cause it offers continuity to the organi- 
zation. We do dance presentation for 


companies of color, so you see those 
that are new and those that are more 
established.” 

Not just any new talent makes the 
cut, however. Smith said that the festi- 
val is known for being a launching pad 
for local dance groups, and that only 
the best of the best are chosen to repre- 
sent Thelma Hill on stage. 

“This festival will give you an idea 
of who is going to be major on the 
scene in the next two to five years,” he 
said. ‘These companies are definitely 
going to be the movers and shakers.” 


Additional companies slated to per- 
form during THPAC ’s series are Ase 

Dance Theater on June 16; HUN- 
TERDance Theater and Tracy Lang 

on June 23; and Purelements and 
Asase Yaa African-American Dance 
Theater on June 24. 

And while dance companies can 
make it big in any city, Smith believes 
that it’s right here in Brooklyn where 
they’ll learn to sink or swim. 

“That is one of the strengths of 
Brooklyn,” he said. “It’s very culturally 



Sharp minds live here 




The Neuroscience Team at New York Methodist 

Brain disorders can be complex to diagnose and treat. So, it’s important to entrust yours to the 
Neuroscience Team at NYM. From depression, anxiety, tumors and aneurysms to epilepsy, multiple 
sclerosis, Parkinson’s, and stroke, our experts work as a team to care for the whole person. 

We provide a thorough evaluation and customize a treatment plan that addresses your unique A 
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Sunday night's vicious thunderstorm did have one upside: It allowed our photographer to 
get this striking shot in Park Slope. 

UGHTS OUT! 


Con Ed botches first heatwave 

By Marie Cunningham 


for The Brooklyn Paper 

The summer’s first heat wave hit Brooklyn 
full force, thanks to a Con Edison power outage 
on Sunday evening that left thousands without 
electricity and tens of thousands more jammed 
up in the subways. 

System overloads caused power outages that af- 



Con Ed workers scrambled to restore full 
power on Smith Street Monday afternoon. 


fected nearly 3,000 residential customers, mostly 
in Boerum Hill. The blackout was also responsi- 
ble for mucking up subway signals, slowing some 
lines and closing others. 

“These were isolated equipment problems,” Con 
Edison spokesman Chris Olert said. “At any point, 
any piece of equipment can break. It’s bad luck of 
the draw.” 

Con Ed was trying to restore power to about 640 
residents and businesses in an area bounded by Pa- 
cific, Baltic, Hoyt and Court streets at around noon 
on Monday. The neighborhood’s electricity was fully 
restored by 5 pm that evening. Con Ed said. 

“The heat was probably a factor” for the black- 
out, Olert said, adding that Con Ed was running 
above its normal capacity. 

But Sunday evening’s vicious thunderstorms 
also knocked down cables, which contributed to 
the energy snafu, he said. 

With the debacle of the Queens blackout still 
fresh on many New Yorkers’ minds, some com- 
plained that Con Ed had not done enough during 
the cooler months to prepare for the inevitable heat 
See HOT! on page 2 


SPLITSVILLE! 


Brooklyn divorces up 30% 


A ll our exes live in . . . Brook- 
lyn? Yes, divorce cases are 
soaring in Kings County 
— up a whopping 30 percent 
since 2003. 

The surge covers uncon- 
tested divorces — which num- 
bered 5,489 in 2004 and jumped 
to 7,035 last year. Contested di- 
vorces — the ones that get ugly 
— are up five percent, accord- 
ing to Tom Kilfoyle, the clerk at 
the Adams Street courthouse. 

And no one knows why. It’s 
certainly not Brooklyn’s popu- 
lation increase — which is only 
up two percent so far this de- 

Of course, there are several 
theories: 

• Good times! The booming 
economy between 2003 and 
2007 allowed dissatisfied cou- 
ples to realize that they could 
now afford to break up. 

“Ahealthy economy means 
steady traffic at the divorce 
court,” said Saul Edelstein, 
the dean of Brooklyn’s di- 
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DIVORCE COURT 


vorce bar, who has been rendering people asun- 
der for more than 40 years. 

“When the economy is good, the husband or 
wife says, ‘Hey,now I can afford a divorce.’ Man, 
2003 to 2004 was whoopie time for me.” 

• Bad times! Of course, when the economy 
tanks, so do many marriages. And the economy 
in the first five months of 2008 — when 2,550 
marriages were dissolved in uncontested fashion 
— has been pretty bad. 

“There tend to be more divorces during bad 
times,” said Donald Mastrodomenico, another leg- 
end of the Brooklyn divorce scene. 

• More hate! Clearly, if divorces are surging, more 
and more Brooklynites are falling out of love. 

But that fact doesn’t explain why there would be 
so many divorces all of a sudden. 

“I really don’t think it’s because Brooklynites 
are hating each other more than before,” said Jef- 
See DIVORCE on page 5 


CALL OFF 
THE DOGS! 


Nathan's frank contest 
goes on a two-minute diet 

By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The celebrated Nathan’s hot dog contest, the granddaddy of all 
competitive-eating spectacles, will drop from 12 minutes to just 10 
this year — and traditionalists are outraged. 

The sudden change in the so-called World Cup of Eating was not 
publicly announced, but appears in a vaguely worded, three-paragraph 
item on the Major League Eating Web site. The note said the change 
for the upcoming July 4 contest comes after the discovery of a trove 
of “numerous old items and ephem- 
near the Nathan’s stand at the 
toric corner of Surf and Still- 
well avenues in Coney Island. 

“Some random notes and con- 
test-related scribblings were ap- 
parently unearthed atNathan’s,” 
lid George Shea, chairman of 
Major League Eating. 

Shea allowed The Brooklyn Paper an exclusive look at the nota- 
tions, which were in a lady’s neat handwriting scrawled on a program 
from the 23rd annual convention of the Optical Society of the State 
of New York, which was held at the Hotel St. George in Brooklyn 
Heights in 1918. 

“Handwerker’s frankfurter rules,” the scribbles state, a reference to 
Nathan Handwerker, who opened Nathan’s in Coney Island in 1916 and 
oversaw the celebrated first hot-dog-eating contest that year, which, ac- 
cording to legend was won by Jim Mullen with 13 hot dogs and buns. 
Last year’s winner set a record with 66 HDBs in 12 minutes. 

But according to the scribbles on the Optical Society program, 
Handwerker’s “rules” in the early years consisted of a noon contest 
that lasted “10 minutes.” 

That said, it is unclear whether the “rules” were scribbled on the 
program in 1918 or years later by someone using the program as scrap 
See HOT DOCS on page 12 


Red hot summer 

Victoria Ase with Ernest Kaczchinski at Coney Island Pier on Sunday. Rec- 
ord heat hit the borough last weekend, and an enormous crowd cooled 
off at the beach. 




Clones 
open on 

Tuesday 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The wait ’til next year is finally over, 
Cyclones fans. 

At long last, nearly nine months after 
the Brooklyn Cyclones were swept in the 
New York-Penn League finals by the 
Auburn Doubledays , the ’Clones begin 
their quest for their second champion- 
ship with their home opener against the 
hated Staten Island Yankees on Tues- 
day, June 17, at 7 pm at Keyspan Park. 
The action moves to Staten Island on 
Wednesday night and then back to Key- 
span on Thursday. 

Manager Edgar Alfonzo, who led 
the Cyclones in their lone champion- 
ship season in 2001 and returned last 
year to pilot the minor-leaguers to an- 
other near miracle, will be back in the 
dugout calling the shots. 



Alan Newton got a degree from Medgar Evers College last week after serving 22 years in 
prison for a crime he did not commit. The 46-year-old was eventually exonerated thanks to 
DNA evidence and went on to get a degree in business from the school in Crown Heights. 



Dyker junior links open 


By Jessica Firger 

for 791# Brooklyn Paper - 

First golfer Mayor Bloomberg 
broke in the putting green at the 
city’s newest golf center at Dyker 
Beach Park last Friday, but Hiz- 
zoner will never get to play a 
round at the six-hole complex 
— it’s exclusively for kids. 

The new City Parks Junior Golf 
Center, a six-hole course built on a 
formerly empty lot next to the ex- 
isting 18-hole Dyker Beach pub- 
lic links, offers free and compre- 
hensive lessons for kids, ages 6 to 
17. 

The $8-million center, run by 
the City Parks Foundation, also 
includes a chipping range, golf 
simulators and a 5,000-square- 
foot clubhouse. Open seven days 
a week between July and October, 


the center is the first of its kind in 
the country. 

“This facility will introduce 
so many children, who otherwise 
wouldn’t have had the chance to 
all the benefits of the game, in- 
cluding sportsmanship, self-disci- 
pline and enjoying the outdoors,” 
said the mayor. 

Eleven-year-old golf buff Er- 
ika Cristiano of Bay Ridge agreed, 
though she put it a different way. 

“I like that golf’s not like other 
games,” said Christiano, who 
caught the golf bug while par- 
ticipating in a less-intensive City 
Parks Foundation program that 
gives kids the basics. 

But that’s nothing compared to 
the new center, said Gregg Gau- 
locher, director of the facility. 

“You can teach someone to 
See FREE GOLF on page 6 
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Mayor Bloomberg broke in the putting 
green at the new junior golf center in 
Dyker Heights. Here, Hannah Yousset, 
12, followed Hizzoner. 


IKEA READIES FOR ITS BIG OPENING DAY ON JUNE 18. SEE PAGE 2 AND GO BROOKLYN 
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IKEA POLICES HOOK 

Retail giant hires 17 cops to handle traffic all summer 


i: Quiet Clinton Street in Red Hook 
e Ikea opens on June 18. 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Ikea is so concerned about 
traffic after its opening in Red 
Hook on Wednesday, June 18, 
that the Swedish furniture gi- 
ant will pay the NYPD to de- 
ploy 17 uniformed cops to keep 
cars flowing through the sum- 
mer, The Brooklyn Paper has 


EXCLUSIVE 


learned. 

Renting more than a dozen 
of New York’s Finest is part of 
Ikea’s multi-pronged approach 
to dealing with the thousands of 
shoppers every weekday, and the 
estimated 17,000 customers each 


weekend day. Its plans also en- 
tail free ferry and subway shut- 
tle service to Borough Hall and 
Smith-Ninth Street — but these 
forms of transportation may not 
appeal to shoppers lugging home 
cumbersome furniture (or stock- 
piling Swedish meatballs). 

For drivers , Ikea has paid the 
city to put up new signs on high- 
ways and local roads directing 


drivers to and from the Beard 
Street mega-store. Clinton Street 
will be the main artery for driv- 
ers to reach the 22-acre water- 
front store — Ikea’s first in the 

The anticipated increase in 
traffic in what has been a re- 
mote neighborhood was one of 
the chief arguments levied by 
critics six years ago against per- 
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mining the store to open. 

But Deputy Inspector Mi- 
chael Kemper, the command- 
ing officer of the 76th Precinct, 
which covers Red Hook, has 
heard these unfulfilled hypoth- 
eses before, like when the city 
opened a cruise ship terminal 
off of Imlay Street in 2006. 

“Every time that a ship is in, 
we have thousands of cars in 


OPENS JUNE 18! 


and out of Red Hook,” Kem- 
per said, adding that the addi- 
tional traffic is not a big deal. 

But cruise ships only come 
in once a week on average — 
and only during the sailing sea- 
son — unlike Ikea, which will 
be open from 10 am to 10 pm, 
seven days a week. 

With traffic expected to be 
steady and severe , Ikea lined up 
the 17 cops from the NYPD’s 
“paid detail unit.” 

That unit is a pool of off-duty 
cops who make more than $30 
per hour by doing additional, 
city-sanctioned police work on 
their time off. Rockefeller Cen- 
ter, Yankee Stadium and syna- 
gogues and merchants associa- 
tions have paid for cops in the 
past, the NYPD said. 

Despite concerns about traf- 
fic , Red Hook residents remain 
pleased at the big blue giant 
hulking at the southern edge 
of their hardscrabble neighbor- 
hood, where unemployment is 
around 20 percent. 

Though the company, citing 
employee privacy, will not di- 
vulge how many of its 600 po- 
sitions have been filled by Red 
Hookers, neighbors are still lav- 
ishing praise. 

“It’s a large number,” said 
Dorothy Shields, president of 
the Red Hook East Tenants As- 
sociation, who added that she 
personally knows five people 
who became managers. 

“I’m well satisfied. They kept 
their promise.” 


HOT! 

Continued from page 1 

“We’ve seen this before — 
businesses shuttered as a result of 
Con Ed’s ineptitude,” said Coun- 
cilman Eric Gioia (D-Queens) 
“How much more do we need 
to put up with before we say 
enough’s enough? This is what 
happens when an under-regu- 
lated monopoly runs amok.” 

Olert rejected Gioia’s charge, 
saying that ConEd spent $1 .7 bil- 
lion in new cables, transformers 
and substations across the five 
boroughs since last September. 
And the company has handed 
out $50,000 in payments to af- 
fected stores. 

But the money did not pre- 
vent a blackout that lasted 24 
hours for some people and af- 
fected service along the 2,3,4, 
F and G subway lines. 

“We have a 2-year-old daugh- 
ter, so we would have liked to 
turn on the A/C,” said Mike 
Grassotti, who lives on Smith 
Street at Warren Street and did 
not have power during the swel- 
tering Sunday night . It was back 
by 8:30 am, he said. 

But that wasn’t soon enough to 
avoid a disastrous morning rush 
hour, when service along the F 
and G lines remained spotty. 

“We had to bring in generators 
to run the signals,” said Charles 
Seaton, spokesmanforNYCTran- 
sit. “But they don’t produce as 
much power as Con Ed.” 

Even as critics say that Con 
Ed is 0-for-l so far this year, the 
state Department of Public Ser- 
vices, which regulates the en- 
ergy giant, says it’s too early to 
pass judgment. 

“An assessment [of the black- 
out] would be premature,” said 
agency spokeswoman Ann Dal- 
ton, who added, “They are being 
watched on a daily basis, 24/7.” 
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H&M coming to Fulton 



Fulton Mall landowner Al Laboz is already building this 
glass-walled mini-mall on Fulton Street, which is reported 
to be the future home of an H&M store. 


By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Swedish cheap-chic cloth- 
ing store H&M will come to 
Fulton Mall by next spring — 
and could be one of the first 
tenants in a giant new glass- 
walled mall at Bridge Street. 

The high-fashion/low-priced 
store confirmed that it would 
open by spring, 2009 — and 
a real-estate source told The 
Brooklyn Paper that reclusive 
Fulton Mall developer Al Laboz 
will be the store’s landlord. 

That makes sense, given that 
Laboz owns the landmark Con- 
way building at 505 Fulton St. 
and plans a glass mini-mall next 
door — and Laboz has said for 
years that H&M is exactly the 
kind of retailer he wants on a 
diversified Fulton Mall. 

“I want to make Fulton Street 
Mall into 34th Street, where it is 
strong retailers giving a quality 
shopping experience,” he told 
The New Yoik Observer in 2006. 
“Instead of bringing in a dozen 
cellphone stores, [we need] a 
sprinkling of lingerie, women’s 
garments, H&M or other type 
of stores.” 

Laboz didnot return calls, but 
his company Web site heralds 
the 500,000-square-foot glass 
mall and promises “amajor na- 


tional retail store” on its ground 
floor and luxury residential con- 
dominiums above. 

H&M’s Fulton Mall location 
would be the company’s second 
in Brooklyn, and would play a 
partin the area’s ongoing trans- 
formation from a discount shop- 
ping strip into a broader resi- 
dential community with a mix 


of stores. 

As such, it will be warmly 
received, retail experts said. 

‘ ‘ [H&M] would bring a won- 
derful flavor to Downtown 
Brooklyn,” said Paula Ingram 
of Ingram and Hebron Realty, 
which did not have a role in 
the deal. “They’re very asser- 
tive — they do a lot of window 


displays, and I think that’s what 

Fulton Mall is the borough’s 
busiest shopping strip, with 
100,000 shoppers each day 
and new rents soaring, up 50 
to 100 percent, according to In- 
gram and Hebron. More than 
14,400 residential units and 
1.6 million square feet of re- 
tail space are planed for con- 
struction by 2012, according to 
the Downtown Brooklyn Part- 
nership, a quasi-governmental 
agency guiding development in 
the neighborhood. 

The H&M news, which fol- 
lows MTV’s announcement that 
its trendy “Real World” real- 
ity show will start filming two 
blocks away on once-hardscrab- 
ble Willoughby Street, signals 
the beginning of that shift, In- 
gram said. 

“People used to say, what 
comes first — the people moving 
to the neighborhood or a store 
coming in and people wanting to 
move?” Ingram said. “Younever 
really know, but once they’re 
down here, it influences many 

H&M’s Kings Plaza Mall 
store opened in 2001 . The Euro- 
styled retailer opened its first 
store in Sweden in 1947, and 
its first U.S. store in Manhat- 
tan in 2000. 


DIVORCE... 

Continued from page 1 

frey Sunshine, the supervising judge tor matrimonial matters 
in Kings County. 

Instead, he credited his own courtroom for doing a better 
job than ever, right down to providing excellent service for 
couples who don’t have lawyers. 

“We have a very active pro-se office and the word is getting 
out,” said Sunshine. “They don’t even take lunch most days.” 

Couples can file uncontested divorces in any county, so if 
there’s a backlog in Manhattan or Queens, many may choose 
Brooklyn, Sunshine added. 

“Brooklyn does do a better job than Queens,” Mastrodo- 
menico said. (The clerk from the Queens and Manhattan di- 
vorce parts did not return calls.) 

• More violence! Sunshine thought that part of the increase 
in divorce cases was due to the decreasing stigma faced by vic- 
tims of domestic violence. 

“More and more, a woman in an abusive relationship knows 
she has options — and, thankfully, the court has been help- 
ful,” Sunshine said. He also credited District Attorney Charles 
Hynes for his work with domestic violence victims. 

The bottom line? No one knows why Brooklyn is Splits- 
ville, NYC. 

“All I know is that I’ve been doing this for 20 years and busi- 
ness is good,” Mastrodomenico said. “But the uptick over the 
past four years? It’s a mystery.” 


Broken-hearts club 

The numbers don't lie: divorces in Brooklyn are up 
nearly 30 percent in just four years — but what's the 
reason? It's anyone's guess. Our handy chart captures 
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FINANCIAL EMPOWERMENT SEMINAR SERIES 



CARVER 

FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK 


Carver Community Development Corporation, a 
subsidiary of Carver Federal Savings Bank, is proud 
to join Harlem Congregations for Community 
Improvement, Inc. and Neighborhood Housing 
Services of NYC in presenting the Financial 
Empowerment Seminar Series. 

RSVP at carverliteracycenter@carverbank.com 
or call 212.360.4798, For further information, 
contact Paula Wilson/HCCI 212.281.4887 or 
Sharon Forbes/NHS 71 8.732.8022. 

All seminars are FREE, but space is limited. This 
series is made possible in part through a grant from 
the U.S. Department of the Treasury's Community 
Development Financial Institutions Fund. 


Financing a Home: New Purchases & Existing Homes 


June 1 7, 2008 BEDFORD STUYVESANT RESTORATION CORP. 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 1368 Fulton Street Brooklyn (near Marcy Ave.) 


Refinance 101: Avoid Pitfalls & Fraud 


June 18, 2008 SUNSET PARK BRANCH 

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 140 58th Street Brooklyn (bet. 1st & 2nd Aves.) 


Seniors: Protect Your Money & Property/Refinance 101 


June 19, 2008 ST. GEORGE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
1 0:00 a.m. - 12 noon 800 Marcy Ave. Brooklyn (bet. Gates Ave. & Monroe St.) 


Protect Your Money & Property 


June 24, 2008 BEDFORD STUYVESANT RESTORATION CORP. 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 1368 Fulton Street Brooklyn (near Marcy Ave.) 


First Time Home Buyers 


June 26, 2008 LIVINGSTON STREET BRANCH 

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 1 1 1 Livingston Street Brooklyn (corner Adams St. & Livingston St.) 

718.230.2900 www.carverbank.com 
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Member FDIC 
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Brand new modern loft building ■ Open spaces bathed in sunlight ■ Floor to ceiling windows ■ Soaring ceilings 
up to 17' high ■ Versatile layouts offer many options ■ Fully equipped kitchens & bathrooms ■ Central air & 
W/D hook-ups ■ Indoor on-site parking ■ Common roof deck and 2nd floor terrace ■ Gym and recreation space 


1 BRS fr $440K ■ 1 BRS + BONUS fr $570K ■ 2 BRS / 2 BATHS fr $775K 


FLDFTE 


VOLUME 

SPACE 


718.222.1545 x305 ■ WWW.LOFTS305.COM 


Exclusive sales and marketing: 

bHliSBHSrSROUP 


Lutheran 

Rehabilitation Network 


www.LutheranHealthCare.org 


Lutheran Rehabilitation Network 

Innovative Care. Exceptional Results. 


Are you or someone you love struggling with changes because of a stroke? Has 
your life suffered because of these changes? Then, you should know about Lutheran 
Rehabilitation Network’s Specialized Stroke Therapy Program offering a wide 
range of innovative therapies to get patients back to life faster - even if the stroke 
happened years ago. Here’s why we get better results: 


• Highly skilled physical therapists, trained in the newest 
neurological treatments, working one-on-one 

• More sessions that last longer - resulting in quicker results 

• Three distinct levels of care for each phase of recovery 

• Four Brooklyn-based centers 

• Short and long-term rehabilitation that “re-trains” 
the brain - sometimes as much as six years later 


The Lutheran Rehabilitation Network. Innovative Care. Exceptional Results. 
To Reach a Lutheran Specialized Stroke Rehabilitation Specialist, 
call 718-630-RXRX (7979) 












What smell doesn’t belong 
outside your home? 


roses 

fresh-cut grass 
H rotten eggs 

burgers on the grill 


Gas leaks can be detected if you know what to look for. Natural gas 
has a rotten egg smell added to it for quick detection. Another way to 
detect a gas leak is to look for bubbling puddles of standing water. 
These can come from natural gas pipelines leaking underground. 
And if you notice a hissing sound, that could be natural gas escaping 
from a pipeline. 

If you notice any of these signs, move to a safe location and call us at 
1-718-643-4050. Take action and don't assume someone else will 
report this condition. 

Always call before you dig. Some pipeline locations are marked, 
but not all. The law requires excavators to contact the One Call 
Center so the location(s) of underground facilities can be marked. 
Calll -800-272-4480 or the national number, 81 1 . 


nationalgrid 

The power of action? 


Starbucks names shake for boro 


By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Manhattan has its epony- 
mous bourbon and vermouth. 
And Brooklyn now has its . . . 
ice milk and caramel syrup? 

Apparently, a Starbucks va- 
nilla bean frappuccino — with 
a caramel swirl! — will be our 
borough’s star in the culinary 
firmament. 

Created by a Starbucks dis- 
trict manager after noticing high 
school girls customizing the tra- 
ditional vanilla bean frappuc- 
cino, “The Brooklyn” consists 
of nothing more than the ubiqui- 
tous chain’s existing drink, en- 
hanced with a bit more sugar. 

A Starbucks on Court Street 
broke the “news” this week by 
putting out an A-frame sign her- 
alding, “The new all time favor- 
ite drink. . .the Brooklyn.” 

Oh, and did we mention that 
it’s 40 more cents ($4.90 for a 
venti!) — and 20 more calo- 
ries (620, but who’s counting?) 
— than the standard frappuc- 

The whole thing may feel like 
a scam — or a way for Star- 


bucks bean counters to stave 
off the vanilla bean frappuc- 
cino blues — but hours after 
the sign was deployed outside 
that Court Street Starbucks , cus- 
tomers were genuinely abuzz 
(and there’s no caffeine in a 
“Brooklyn,” either!). 

“It’s the latest craze. Every- 
one’s talking about it,” said Park 
Slope resident Tanya Mikula. 

“It” is merely blended milk, 
vanilla powder, crushed ice, and 
whipped cream. 

And that all-important car- 
amel swirl. 


Another 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Sure, you see a vacant lot in 
this picture of 611 DeGraw St., 
between Third and Fourth ave- 
nues — but a developer sees yet 
another hotel in the so-called 
Gowanus Canal Hotel District. 

An unidentified builder 
just paid $1.4 million for this 
lot — which can support a 


FREE GOLF 

Continued from page 1 

swing in the park, but they don’t know to play,” said Gau- 
locher. “But it’s like chess, you need to learn more than how 
to move each piece.” 

The center is not just about learning the Inner Game, but 
also helping urban kids take advantage of the many golf schol- 
arships (who knew there were golf scholarships?) to colleges 
around the country. 

Perhaps that explains the location — Dyker Beach is where 
Earl Woods once played with his son before he became a su- 
perstar named Tiger. 

They say that golf is a long walk spoiled. But in order to 
have this walk spoiled, you’ll have to drive. The new center 
is midway between the R train’s 86th Street station and the M 
train at 18th Avenue in Bensonhurst. Hopping the No. 8 bus 
from either station will get you there — eventually. 

Hannah Youssef, a 12-year-old from Staten Island, is lucky. 
Her mom said she’ll drive her to Bay Ridge three times a week 
to take advantage of the free schooling. 

The good news is that kids won’t be carrying their clubs all 
the way from the subway. Callaway, a golf equipment manu- 
facturer, has provided fancy sticks that stay at the center. 

One-quarter of the $8 million cost came from city taxpay- 
ers. The restis a combination of both private and public grants, 
including Con Edison. 

After his ceremonial putt (swing and a miss!), the orange- 
sweater-clad Bloomberg played a round at the big boy’s course 
next door with chef Mario Battali (without his trademark Crocs) 
and comic Jimmy Fallon (white cardigan) in a fundraiser to 
help solicit an additional $4 million. 

Meanwhile, instructor Carmine Filocamo gave his first les- 

“I can’t believe they built this place for kids,” said Filo- 
camo, who learned the game at age 8. 

“They’re not being taught by their uncle who is an accoun- 
tant here. They’ll learn the game for real.” 



Given their own addiction to 
sugary summertime fluff, it’s no 
surprise that Hollywood stars 
have already latched onto “the 
Brooklyn.” 

Denzel Washington and John 
Travolta apparently quaffed a 
few during the filming of “The 
Taking of Pelham 123” in the 
neighborhood last month, apro- 
duction assistant said. 

No word on whether the stars 
came back for seconds. 

But real Brooklynites weren’t 
convinced. 


Greg Jensen, a messenger. “I 
didn’t know vanilla and cara- 
mel had anything to do with 
Brooklyn.” 

Didn’t know?! Caramel is 
merely burned sugar — and 
if nothing else, the history of 
Brooklyn is the history of Amer- 
ican sugar refining. By the late 
19th-century, sugar plants here 
produced more than half the 
sugar consumed in the United 

And now, thanks to Starbucks, 
we’re consuming it back. 

— with Jessica Firger 


new hotel set for Gowanus 

10,000-square-foot hotel un- 
der current zoning. 

Ken Freeman at Massey 
Knakal, which brokered the deal, 
said the manufacturing-zoned lot 
sold for so much because the new 
owner ‘ ‘is capable of taking advan- 
tage of the available air rights,” 
most likely up to eight stories. 

The hotel is one of five that 
are now proposed for the area, 
joining Hotel Le Bleu, the Hol- 
iday Inn Express and the Com- 
fort Inn that are already oper- 

The sale of the lot is likely to 
draw fire from Councilman Bill 
DeBlasio (D-Park Slope), who 
recently called for a moratorium 
A developer just paid $1.4 million for this lot — and plans on new hotels on manufacturing- 
a hotel. Such inns can be built on manufacturing-zoned zoned land in the Gowanus cor- 
land, though some height restrictions apply. ridor. — Cersh Kuntzman 



Kickball Pirate gets revenge 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Greenpoint kickball hero 
arrested last month for toting 
a buccaneer’s sword through a 
Macy’s department store made 
his triumphant return to McCar- 
ren Park on Sunday, leading his 
team to a rare victory. 

After a night behind bars and 
two weeks off the field, Lance 
Jackson, 29, logged two hits 
(err. . .kicks) and a run scored, 
helping the Pirates (officially 
Los Piratas Mecanicos) beat 
Regression Aggression, 5-3. 

“I’m just happy to be back 
with my team, winning games ,” 
Jackson said after the victory, 
as self-effacing as ever. 

Jackson was separatedfromhis 
squad when cops nabbed him as 
he shopped with his girlfriend on 



Kickball — and machete — 
hero Lance Jackson. 


May 25,chaiging the lanky Green- 
pointer with weapons possession 
for carrying the sword, which he 
maintains was merely a prop for 
that evening’s games. Jackson 
missed those contests while his 
case was being processed. 


The arrest sent shockwaves 
through the 33 -team Brooklyn 
Kickball league, where players 
put rivalries aside to stand behind 
Jackson andhis squad, which has 
a reputation for rabblerousing. 

The Pirates , with their 3-6 re- 
cord, are one of the weakerteams 
in the league. Knownmore for an- 
tics than athleticism,the team often 
interrupts games to throw water 
balloons and shoot fireworks. 

But with Jackson’s return, 
the only things the Pirates were 
throwing was strikes, and the 
only explosions came off their 
insteps — and co-captain Hec- 
tor Castillo said Jackson was 
the catalyst. 

“It’s great to have him back,” 
Castillo said. “He helps with 
the points and he helps with the 
morale . He’s a high-ranking Pi- 
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«e * Red White &Bubbr 

211 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President) 

Park Slope (718) 636-9463 www.redwhiteandbubbly.com 

Open Mon-Sat: lOam-lOpm, Sun: 12pm-8pm 


JUNE RECOMMENDATIONS 



Darrin Siegfried’s 
Best Buys for June 


Marquee ‘Classic’ Riesling 

Australia's 'other white wine'! This is one of those KjTJTTI 
dry, crisp Rieslings that makes you say "Yes! THIS mmBmM 
is what I want in a glass of wine!" Tangy, crisp, lively and bright 
with enticing floral and fruit aromas, followed by flavors of 
green apple, spices and stewed peaches. 


L’Affiche Chardonnay 




Made by Bruno Lafon ... one of the world's top 
winemakers! Try my latest discovery from the KmBSM 
sunny south of France! Plenty of Old World "terroir" and min- 
erality, but with the ripe, fresh fruit-forward style that is more 
common in New World Chardonnays. Textured and creamy on 
the palate. 



Terre di Sole Sangiovese 

Pizza wine? Here it is! Made by two families from RjTJTTI 
Verona who are known for their Valpolicellas and 
Amarones, this ruby red wine has lovely aromas of ripe red plums 
and cherries. Showing more complexity than other wines in this 
price range, flavors of rich red berries, cherries and black pep- 
percorns. This wine is very soft and easy drinking, and pairs well 
with so many dishes ... not just pizza! 

Monte de Luz Cabernet Franc 

What's new from the Lesgourgues family? My good 
friends from Bordeaux are making terrific wines in 
Uruguay, where quality wines have been made for over 150 years! 
Careful attention to the type of grapes planted, the soil, low yields 
and modern winemaking practices result in this elegant, delicious 
red! Rich and ripe tasting, complex and well balanced, this is a 
value not to be missed! 


Buy the 4-pacl< and save 10% |; 



Darrin’s Discovery 
Wines for June! 



Pine Ridge, Chenin Blanc/Viognier 

The noble white grapes of the Loire I 
& the Rhone meet in this delicious ‘ 
wine ... perhaps the most refreshing white I've 
tasted all year! Chenin has bright, tangy acidity 
as well as pear and citrus flavors, while Viognier 
offers lush, rich mouth feel with remarkable 
white peach and floral aromas. So much flavor 
and complexity at such a great price! My own Summer White! 

Chateau Porcieux, Cotes de Provenge Rose 

Remember that delightful dry rose 
you sipped in Provenge? This is it! 

This is the one to chill and enjoy on a warm day: 
not a trace of sweetness, but plenty of aromas of 
ripe strawberries and rosepetals. This pink 
charmer makes every meal into a picnic, and 
every picnic into a summer celebration! Pour a 
glass with cold roasted chicken, sandwiches, 
cold cuts, cheeses, pate ... or just enjoy it with 
friends while watching the world go by. Ahhh ... life is good! 

Pago del Vicario “Penta” 

What's new? This is! Today's cut- ETFC^ 
ting edge cuisine is coming not mdmUCM 
from France, but from Spain, and young wine 
makers there are crafting new, exciting wines to 
match the world-wide excitement! Made from a 
blend of five grapes and given five months of 
barrel ageing, this ripe, rich red has layers of 
black currant, toast, licorice, berries and figs. 

This is one that I immediately got excited tasting, and started pouring 
for everyone: I wanted them all to taste just how good it is! 


Buy the 3-pacl< and save 10% 



Available Exclusively at 
Red, White & Bubbly 



Try some today while supplies last! 
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Fred Malwitz, 79 


Ridgite was father of Paper manager 


for The Brooklyn Paper 

Fred Malwitz, a consum- 
mate family man, Mets fan 
and father of Brooklyn Pa- 
per bookkeeper Lisa Mal- 
witz, has died. 

The cause of death has not 
been confirmed, but Malwitz, 
79, was apparently the victim of 
a stroke on June 5, his daugh- 
ter Lisa said. 

A man of simple Brooklyn 
passions — baseball, fishing, 
gambling and hating the New 
York Yankees — Malwitz was 
nothing short of “the anchor 
in our family,” said Charles 
Malwitz, the middle of Mal- 
witz’s three children, who 
remembered his father as a 
hardworking, easygoing, and 
optimistic 6-foot man. 

Frederick William Malwitz 
II was born May 29, 1929, in 
his parents’ house at on Church 
Avenue in Flatbush. He at- 
tended Erasmus Hall, the noted 
Flatbush high school where 
Barbra Streisand graduated. 
Malwitz also worked at Ebin- 
ger’s, the bakery. 

After high school, Malwitz 
went to work as a messenger at 
Chase ManhattanBank.This led 
to a 43-year career most recently 



Fred Malwitz with his 
daughter, Lisa. 


as vice president of international 
operations. He retired in 1989 
to care for his wife of 44 years . 
Mathilde — also known as Lee 
— died of cancer in 1994. 

The couple had met on a 
blind date. 

Friends said that Malwitz 
loved his family most of all, 
but the Mets were a close sec- 

“His last words were not, ‘I 
love you,’ but, ‘I hate the Yan- 
kees,”’ his daugher said. 

He is survived by his three 
children, Frederick William 
Malwitz, III, Charles Florian 
Malwitz, and Lisa Jayne Mal- 
witz; an older brother, Nor- 
man Malwitz; grandchildren 
Christopher, Samantha, Jason 
and Joni; and great-grandson 
Austin. — Jessica Firger 


Amanda Green, 49 

Restaurateur and Heights bon-vivant 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Beloved Brooklyn Heights 
restaurateur Amanda Green, 
who started La Bouillabaisse 
and, more recently, the Wine Bar 
at 50 Henry Street, died early 
Sunday morning from pancre- 
atic cancer. She was 49. 

Friends described the Brit- 
ish expatriate as full oflite, cre- 
ative, and with a warm smile. 

Despite her fight with can- 
cer, Green went ahead and 
opened her wine- and raw-bar 
hotspot at Henry and Cran- 
berry streets in January, and 
received acclaim for it. 

A former dancer, musician, 
and at one point an exotic bird 
importer, Greenmoved to Cob- 
ble Hill from Manhattan in the 
1990s . She helped run LaBouil- 
labaisse, aFrench restaurant on 
Atlantic Avenue that rode a wave 
of new restaurants between 
Clinton and Hicks streets. 

A longtime close friend, 
Steve Manes, described Green 



Last Christmas, Amanda 
Green with her children — 
Leila, 9, and Nick, 13. 


as a “natural” for the hospi- 
tality business. 

‘ ‘She was one of those people 
[who] , once you met her, if she 
liked you, you were onherlist — 
she’d be calling," said longtime 
close friend, Steve Manes. 

Greenis survived by hertwo 
children, Nick, 13, and Leila, 
9 ; and her mother and stepfa- 
ther, David Sandels. 

— Sarah Portlock 



Winsome , 
lose some 

Xaverian HS players (left) 
celebrated their city Cath- 
olic High School Athletic 
Association championship 
victory over Moore Catho- 
lic last Sunday at St. John's 
University where the Clip- 
pers beat the Maverics 
7-1. A few days later (right), 
Brooklyn Paper Senor Editor 
Vince DiMiceli was gunned 
down in a (fairly) close play in 
the Scribes charity game loss 
to the Cyclones front office. 
The mostly out-of-shape 
writers actually gave the 
'Clones staffers a scare, los- 
ing 6-5, after rallying in the 
final frame. Alas, the game 



ended on a deep (deep!) fly 
ball to centerfield that was 
snared in a miracle catch. 
Paper Editor Gersh Kuntz- 
man was 0-2 on the day, 
mostly due to an umpire 
with an extremely gener- 
ous strike zone. In their 


second annual "24 Hours 
of Baseball" charity event, 
the Clones front office 
won some and lost some, 
but the team did raise 
$15,000 for charity. Watch 
the video from our game at 
BrooklynPaper.com! 


HOT DOG... 


Continued from page 1 
paper. One tantalizing hint, how- 
ever, is a second note that lists 
all the newspapers that needed 
to be contacted with the con- 
test’s final results: the New York 
Times, the New York Evening 
Post, and the Brooklyn Stan- 
dard Union. 

The Standard Union folded 
in the 1930s. 

Shea said he didn’t know the 
date of the scribblings, but said 
the very discovery of the doc- 
ument led to another astound- 
ing revelation. 

“We put together a team of 
experts to determine the valid- 
ity of the scribblings and then, 
through the use of what I be- 
lieve scholars call ‘a Google 
search,’ we discovered a New 
York Times article from 1986 
that referred to the contest as 
taking 10 minutes.” 

Major League Eating Presi- 
dent Richard Shea — George’s 
brother — said the Times ar- 
ticle, coupled with the scrib- 
blings, provided compelling 
evidence that the contest’s tra- 
ditional length was actually 10 
minutes, not the I z minutes that 
have been the standard for at 
least two decades (see chart). 

“It hadDavid Dunlap’s byline, 
and he’s a credible reporter,” 
Richard Shea said. “Plus, it men- 
tioned that the winner ate his 
hot dogs and buns, so clearly 
he got the details correct.” 

When contacted by The 
Brooklyn Paper, Dunlap probed 
the recesses of his knife-sharp 
mind and declared that his 1986 
article was accurate. 

“Absent any credible evi- 


dence to the contrary, such as 
a correction in a subsequent is- 
sue of the Times , my operating 
assumption is that the [1986] 
story is correct. We take such 
care in reporting such things 
accurately, you know.” 

The decision to put the con- 
test on a diet is already being 
condemned by traditionalists — 
even though the tradition may 
indeed be 10 minutes. 

“Records have to mean some- 
thing,” said longtime contest 
watcher — and former Frankster 
— Lawrence Gardner. “That’s 
always the talk around July 4: 
‘Will [Takeru] Kobayashi break 
his record again? Can a human 
body really eat 66 hot dogs and 
buns in 12 minutes?’ It’s always 
about those 12 minutes.” 

Fellow fan Kurt Hirsch 
echoed that thought: “Per- 
haps Major League Baseball 
should start playing seven-in- 
ning games.” 

Reigning world champ Joey 
“Jaws” Chestnut, who downed 
66 hot dogs and buns in 1 2 min- 
utes last July 4, said the change 
will have profound implications 
on the man-eat-dog world of 
gustatory gluttony. 

Indeed, Chestnut, surged 
past six-time champ Takeru 
Kobayashi only in the last few 
minutes of the contest. 

“I think it’s a ridiculous 
change,” the champ said, via 
cellphone from his home near 
San Jose, Calif. 

But he did not think the 
shorter format would affect 
his game. 

“Every eater can get to his 
capacity in 10 minutes, or in 



Six-time champ Takeru Kobayashi nearly experienced 
reflexes contrary to swallowing towards the end of the 
2007 Nathan's contest — and some competitive eat- 
ing fans think his near disaster motivated the move to a 
10-minute contest. 


even less time,” he said. “I’ll 
just have to get to my capacity 

That, perhaps, is exactly what 
the Shea brothers should be wor- 
ried about, said one eater, who 
requested anonymity because he 
is still active on a circuit that in- 
cludes contests in lobster rolls, 
ice cream, jalapeno peppers and 
pan-seared cow brains. 

“The contest is ultimately 
about marketing Nathan’s, and 
there have been too many close 
calls lately.” 

True, even the great Ko- 
bayashi has exhibited reflexes 


contrary to swallowing twice 
in his illustrious career, most 
recently last year, when he ap- 
peared to vomit up bits of hot 
dog and bun, only to re-ingest 

Some saw it as the mark of 
a true champion. Others saw it 
as disgusting. 

“That’s the last image that 
Nathan’s wants on TV screens 
all over the country — people 
spitting up their delicious hot 
dogs,” the eater said. 

But George Shea said that the 
two-minute trim would not af- 
fect the contest in this regard. 


The 12-minute era 

The return of the Nathan's hot-dog-eating contest to 
a 10-minute format that existed at least through 1986 
brings to a close the sport's "12-minute era." Here is 
a recap of what experts believe was competitive eat- 
ing's golden age (* indictes then-world-record): 


WINNER 


1990 

Mike "The Scholar" DeVito 

16* 

1991 

Frank "Hollywood" Dellarosa 

21* 

1992 

Frank "Hollywood" Dellarosa 

19 

1993 

DeVito 

17 

1994 

DeVito 

20 

1995 

Ed "The Maspeth Monster" Krachie 

19 1/2 

1996 

Krachie 

22 1/4* 

1997 

Hirofumi Nakajima 

24 1/2* 

1998 

Nakajima 

19 

1999 

Steve Keiner 

201/4 

2000 

Kazatoyo "The Rabbit" Arai 

25 1/8* 

2001 

Takeru Kobayashi 

50* 

2002 

Kobayashi 

50 1/2* 

2003 

Kobayashi 

44 1/2 

2004 

Kobayashi 

53 1/2* 

2005 

Kobayashi 

49 

2006 

Kobayashi 

53 3/4* 

2007 

Joey "Jaws" Chestnut 

66* 


“That’s notthe issue!” he said. 
“The issue is history, and the 
preponderance of the evidence 
now suggests that the contest 
was always 10 minutes. 

“It’s like the Constitution,” 
he added. “Are you a strict con- 
structionist or not?” 

Shea was asked whether he 

“I don’tknow,”he said. “What’s 


a strict constructionist — is that 
Scalia? I’m not sure. But on this, 
I am a strict constructionist.” 
Shea may have to eat those 
words. Two earlier Times arti- 
cles, one from 1972 and another 
from 1974,referredtothree-and- 
a-half-minute contests that were 
won by eaters who downed 14 
and 10 hot dogs and buns re- 
spectively. 
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SOLUTION - FOCUSED 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 


• Gentle and Caring Psychotherapy 
• Focus on Personal Strengths, Goals and Solutions. Effective for 
all types of emotional, behavioral and relationship challenges. 


QUICK RESULTS ■ COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL ■ MORNING, AFTERNOON & EVENING HRS 

CONVENIENT PARK SLOPE LOCATION 


STEVEN KATZ, LCSW I 917-922-4983 

25 Years of Counseling Experience I sleven.n.kalz@gmail.tom 

http://theropist.psychologytoday.com/53810 


CHIROPRACTORS 


FREEDOM FROM BACK PAIN 
WITHOUT SURGERY! 

Decompression Therapy 
Could Be The Answer! 


• Herniated Discs • Degenerative Discs 
■ Bulging Discs • Facet Syndrome 

• Sciataca 


FREE CONSULTATION 

DR. JARED HOFFMAN 

Brooklyn Spine Center 

729 Wythe Ave, (Penn/Rutledge), Williamsburg 

718.222.2620 

www.DiscPainHelpReport.com 


DENTISTS 


MURRAY FRYD, DOS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 


(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modern Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

■ Restorative (Dentures & Brldgework) 

- Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal ■ Gum Treatment 



Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue (between Carroll & Garfield) 

• Implant Restorations 
•Emergency Service 
•Root Canal Therapy 

• Lumineers® Porcelain Veneers 

• 1 Hour, In-Office Bleaching 
•White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 
•Non/Surgical Gum Care 

• Financing Available 

• Insurance Plans Welcomed 

www.ParkSlopeFc 

Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 

Pediatric Dentistry 

Hours by Appointment 
Sat. & Eve. Available 

Free Consultation 
24 Hour Phone Service 

789-5700 

imilyDentistry.com 


Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
sloped ental.com ■ 768-1111 

i 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF m 

ap Sr (718)622-8020 ii? 







GENERAL & COSMETIC 

D^jnBTRY 

Jack Irwin, D.D.S. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

bet. 13th & 14th Sts. 
www.jackirwindds.com 
(718) 768-8372 



GENERAL & IMPLANT DENTISTRY 

Root Canals j 
Crowns & Bridges 
Cosmetic Dentistry J 
Bleaching / Zoom 2 ' 

Oral Surgery / Implants 
Treatment of Gum Disease 
Fixed & Removable Bridges 
Periodontics / Prosthodontics 
Emergencies Seen SAME DAY j 

www.strachandds.com 
Dr. Jeff C. Strachan & Dr. Beeren Gajjar 
1 89 Montague St. #800A, Brooklyn Heights 
office: (71 8) 783-0504 /emergency: (917) 753-3314 

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 8am-6pm / Saturdays: Appointment Only 



Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 
Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

■ Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 


Psychotherapy 
solutions in 


Park Slope 

Steven Katz, LCSW 

Steven Katz , LCSW, uses a solu- 
tion-focused in his psychotherapy 
work with adults, children, fami- 
lies, and couples. 

His therapy focuses on his cli- 
ents’ strengths, to help them real- 
ize and achieve their goals. 

Katz prides himself on provid- 
ing his clients with gentle and car- 
ing therapy with a lasting effect. 

He specializes in relationship is- 
sues, depression, anxiety fears, child 
or adolescent issues, ADHD, loss or 
grief, OCD, parenting, trauma and 
PTSD, impulse control disorders, per- 
sonality disorders, and psychoses. 

Katz has helped countless numbers of people in his 25 years as 
a clinical social worker and therapist. The average cost per ses- 
sion ranges from $70 to $79. 

Park Slope Solution-Focused Psychotherapy is available at 148 
Park Place, between Sixth and Seventh avenues. For more infor- 
mation call (917) 922-4983 or email steven.n.katz@gmail.com. 



STOP SMOKING 
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Father's Day drive with daughter & dad 


■M. stead of watching a ball- years this fall, 
game on TV, I will be driving The man I remember had 
my 13-year-old daughter and rheumatoid arthritis that made 
two friends to gymnastics camp his hands, wrists, elbows and 


in Pennsylvania. 

I wonder if she will remem- 
ber this day, this simple 


feet bulbous and deformed. He 
e special shoes and had long 
•s from operations . His voice 


The 

^ Dad 

By Scott Sager 


the judgment of memory or 
I do this and a thousand other 
little things — sending her to a 


I want her to fondly recall her cluttered apartments and 


childhood and her dad. 

Even before I head out on the 
drive through New Jersey, even 
before I try to keep my mouth self were dying. 


ss, fun and low key. I chose 
activities, our menus, our 
unable to* play destinations . We went to mov- 

s. By ies, shopped at Toys ‘R’ Us 
my father and then played the games we 
bought while eating pasta cov- 
ered in Ragu spaghetti sauce, 
and he started following We watched Friday night TV found a photo of my father taken 

path that led to small, dirty, like “The Brady Bunch" and well before I was bom. He is ~ 

“Love American Style.” I 


Special” and “Don Kir- 
shner’s Rock Concert.” I 
fondly remember these 
ordinary moments most 
of all. They comprised 
the total of what he was 
able to give me for the 
few years until life pulled 

y mother has an old suit- 
case known in my fam- 
ily as the carpetbag. It 
is stuffed with photos and re- 
port cards, updates from camp 
counselors, stuff that accumu- 
lated during childhood years. I 


other couples, how they went out nual day trip to Coney Island 

toparties,dinners,concerts.They and being too scared to ride 


M y 

s 


knew interesting people. Social- the Cyclone? Or 
ist immigrantphotographers and important memories 
sculptors, musicians, writers, ar- 
chitects who had pet monkeys. 

That man loved and was loved. 

The man in that picture is 
someone I never knew. 

In my 20s, I could drive all 


the ir 
little 

games that involve tickling and 
laughter as the lights are turned 
out each night or lemon crepes 
I make on Sunday mornings? 

Thinking of my own father 
makes me wonder how I will 


night until my stomach was sour be portrayed. Will I c 

with caffeine and chips. I had ahead in legend if I start giv- 


hair, long hair sometimes. I w 
a very good sailor. My kids don’t 
know that man. 

When my daughter is 


a striped shirt, looking lean and 40s, perhaps with her own chil- 

givenfreedomtowanderaround fit, a full head of closely cropped dren, will she remember this 


ing them ice cream with every 
meal? Can I bribe their hearts 
with video iPods and ski vaca- 
tions every winter? 

In the end, like my father, I 
only give my children what 


My memories of him begin for hot dogs when he worked at hair. He looks as he did when he drive to gymnastics camp? Will I have to offer at this phase- 

just as his own memories of him- small neighborhood real estate got out of the Navy — confident, she think of the English class m y life. I hope I provide them 


shut and not act tc 


I spent every other week- 


front of my daughter’s friends, end with my dad, quiet, ni 


offices. 

When I was older he let me 
stay up to watch “The Midnight 


i coming i 
husband and father. This is the 
man I’ve heard stories of, how 


visual project she left for me withmorethanmydadfumished 
to finish, gluing and stapling a me and that they will s 


ix-story balsa wood building 


Family 

Classifieds 


Mo Willems has done it again 
T 


1 o the list of legendary co 
pies in history — Antony 


. andCleopatra,Napoleon Fly” last year, the series nc 


n-Adams-style best friends . frankly, less successful. This time 

Starting with “Today I Will it is Piggie who dwells in the dark 



and Josephine, Felix and Os- eludes six 50-odd-page books, 
ir — beloved Park Slope kids includingthetworecentreleases, 
“I Love My New Toy!” and “I 
Will Surprise My Friend!” 
The latter is a droll work, 
a slapstick romp that plumbs 


FREE Phone Consultation 
Phone 646-326-2676 
B88WSI l* 


PC & Mac - Residential or Business - 
On-site or Pick-up/ Drop-off 
Reasonable Rales ■ References 

347-351-3031 - inlo@nygeekgirls.com 
www.NYGeekGirls.com ™ 


scribe Mo Willems has added an- 
other: Elephant and Piggie. 

The Emmy, Caldecott, Gei- 
sel and BAMmy award win- 
ner and former “Ses- 

ame Street” writer is, of 
course , best known for 
his clever, witty tomes 
for non-readers. 

From the ne’er-do- 
well avian of “Don’t 
Let the Pigeon Drive the 
Bus,” to the oddball ogre 
of “Leonardo, the Ter- 
rible Monster,” to the tiresome the very notion of why a joke 
Reginald Von Hoobie Doobie works . In it, Elephant and Pig- 
of “Edwina, the Dinosaur Who gie watch as two lesser beasts 
Didn’tKnow She was Extinct,” bring themselves to joyful tears 

o,ofcourse,Trixie of“Knuffle by scaring each other. Vowing 


J Dooley 

is* Noted 

By Thurston Dooley III 



Bunny: A Caution- 
ary Tale,” Willems 
has made a career of 
churning out memo- 
rable characters. 

But now, appar- 
ently, Willems feels he 

I didn’t get where 
I am today by not let- 
ting artists do then- 
own thing. Woe is 
the critic who shackles an art- 
ist of Willems’s gifts and forces 
him to churn out “Pigeon” se- 


EARN $200 A WEEK 
HOSTING INT'L STUDENTS 

If you have an empty bedroom, near 
subway, good neighborhood. 

Email: studentservices@geosnyc.com 
or call Josh (646) 674-1621 

-fl m - _i' 

F * UilM lUEKMUJ 

““ North Am*** 


- LOOK FLAWLESS - 

Expert makeup Artist w/Over 1 5 years 
Experience with Brides - Bridal Parties - 
Sweet 16's ■ Proms or Any Special Occasion 

10% OFF Bridal Parly af 4 or More! 
Call Cerene (718) 309-0079 


to experience such joy 
themselves,Elephant 
and Piggie set out to 
scare each other. 

While waiting 
for the inevitable 
fright from Piggie, 
Elephant’s thoughts 
turn to neurotic dark- 
ness. He wonders if 
something dreadful 
has happened to his 
friend. He wonders if Piggie has 
fallen off a cliff. 

Meanwhile, the far less emo- 
tionally burdened Piggie wi 


on an entire new oeuvre and, dare the scare game and gone and 

I say it, new legacy: a series of gotten lunch, 
books for early readers featuring Raucous hiji 

Elephant and Piggie, two Jeffer- 



Love My New Toy!” i 


v Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

3*. LOOKING TO BUY 

ONE^TCM-TO^NT, RESTATES 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 



Our Camp 



Variety of programs for campers age 3V 2 to 15 
Safe, fun, stimulating environment 
Very flexible registration; accommodating 9 
week season 

Free morning transportation from most Bay Ridge 
and Brownstone Brooklyn areas 
Established 1992 


— JUNE 30 -AUGUST 14 

• Swimming • Judaic Study • Dramatics 

• Trips • Soccer • Crafts 

2 two-week sessions: 1st session (6/30-7/11) 

2nd session(7/14-7/25) Cost: $500 per session 
3rd session three-week session (7/28-8/14) Cost: 800 
Hours: 9am-3pm ■ Extended care 8am-9am and 3-6pm Cost: 300 per session 

f AT mNlfiRFYTATIfiN R’NAI AURAHAM ) 


117 Remsen Street, Brooklyn Heights 
Contact Michoel Goldin (718) 928-4192 
Michoelgoldin@yahoo.com • www.jewishsportsacademy.org 


Piggie that the new toy is not, in 
fact, broken, does the red-faced 
part of the porcine soul, holding pinkfacetry to make amends. But 

a grudge against his friend after the entire conclusion feels dashed 

off, as if the master couldn’t quite 
figure out to repair both the toy 
and the friends’ relationship (my 
own solution — dare I even sug- 
gest it? — was to have the two 
friends each take a piece of the 
broken toy and have them both 
play with it gleefully — in ef- 
fect, creating two new toys where 
there had been only one). 

But that is just picking nits 
(which, I am now reminded, I 
need to do upon finishing this 
missive). I believe that Willems 
has created a masterful new 
genre and, as such, I await his 
future Elephant and Piggie cre- 
ations with the excitement that I 
once only reserved for a black- 
tie opening at “Puppet works.” 
Thurston Dooley III, a resi- 
dent of Boerum Hill, has been 
reviewing puppet theater, jug- 
gling and mime for more than 
three decades. He is a member 
of the mime critics' circle and the 
puppetry writers' Hall of Fame. 


i fuller way, s 
On Father’s Day, though, 
somewhere around the Dela- 
ware Water Gap, I expect my 
kid will be jabbering away with 
her friends and happy lam nearly 
invisible in the front seat. 

Scott Sager is a Brooklyn 
Heights dad and writer. This 
is his first column. Smartmom 
returns next week. 


FAMILY CALENDAR 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 


SATURDAY, JUNE 14 

'.Seuss stories. Bar 
and Noble (106 Court St. # at 
State Street in Downtown 
lyn). Free. Call (718) 



chio." Puppetworks (338 Sixth 
Slope). $7. Call (718) 965-3391. 


chio." See Saturday, June 14. 

MONDAY, JUNE 16 

2 pm: Origami. Bay Ridge Li- 
brary (7223 Ridge Blvd., at 72nd 
Street in Bay Ridge). Free. Call 
(718) 748-5709 for info. 

4 pm: "The Wizard of Oz" at Big 
Movies for Little Kids. Cobble 
Hill Cinemas (265 Court St. at 
Butler Street in Cobble Hill). 
$6.50. 4 pm. Call (646) 243-2480. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 18 

MHIBasinbranch (2385 9 Ra'lph 
Ave., at Avenue N in Mill Basin). 
Free. Call (718) 241-3973. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19 


"The Wizard of Oz," Mon- 
day at 4 pm at the Cobble 
Hill Cinema. 


s and Nob'le^l C 


ooklyn). Fi 


a. Call (718) 


Kingsborough C 
College (2001 0 


246-4996. 

11 am and 2 pm: Art workshop. 
See Saturday, June 14. 

12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: "Pinoc- 
chio." See Saturday, June 14. 

3 pm: Family improv. Brooklyn 
Arts Exchange (421 Fifth Ave., at 
Eighth Street in Park Slope). $20 
per pair. Call (718) 832-0018. 

Brooklyn Repertory Opera. 
Brooklyn Lyceum (227 Fourth 
Ave., at President Street in Park 
Slope). $20, $10 kids. Call (718) 
857-4816 for info. 

4 pm: AudraRox in concert. 
Carroll Park (President Street 
at Smith Street). Suggested 

www.carrollparkbrooklyn.org/ 


an Beach). Call (718) 769-9161 


FRIDAY, JUNE 20 

tk Tot ShabbatXongrega- 


Brooklyn Heights). 


ail information to Calendar@BrooklynPap< 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 

To advertise in this weekly 
directory, call Laura at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


St. John— St. Matthew-Emanuel 
Lutheran Church Park Slope 

283 Prospect Ave (5 th and 6 th Aves.) 
(718)768-0528 ww.sljme.org 
E1CA— Reconciling in Christ 
Sunday Worship 11:00 
Rev. David C. Parsons 2g 

Brown Memorial 
Baptist Church 



Day 
School, 
Inc. 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


jtuflgs 


1 NEW! 2-year Olds Class. Spaces Available 1 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, afternoons 

□ Licensed teachers 

or full days 

□ Optimal educational equipment 

;U Spacious Classrooms 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 

□ Caring, loving environment 

1 Summer Program Available! vi 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


PARK SLOPE • BAY RIDGE • WINDSOR TERRACE • KENSINGTON 


.IH 


TEMPLE BETH 
EMETH V’OHR 

Progressive Shaari Zedek 
83 Marlborough Rd. (near Church Ave.) 
Friday 8:30 pm - Saturday 11:15 am 
www.bethemeth.net 

Zion Lutheran Church 

1 25 Hernry St./Claik; Bklyn. His. 

Rev. Dr. George Muenich 
718-625-2276 ■ vwiw.ziongelc.org 
"Preaching Christ Crucified’ 

Sun. 11:00 Holy Communion 
(9:30 German [HI. Abendmahl)] 

Wed. 7:30 pm Evening Prayer 


m CHRIST'S CHURCH FOR 

BROOKLYN 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Ega I itarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

718-875-9124 


PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 

8th Avenue at 14th St. 

Fri. nights at 7:30 pm 
Sat. mornings at 10:00 am 


768-1453 A3126 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 


I will transform technology into opportunity. 



Join us for a graduate information session! 




Candle 
Lighting ^ 

Shabbat Nasso 

Fri., June 6, before 8:06 pm 

Shabbat Beha'aloscha 

Fri., June 13, before 8:10 pm 



ig, and Jewishly 
y, dedicated to 
ng and to caring for 
: world and each other. 

Please join us! 
abbat evening service 
ery Friday at 6:30 pm 


Brooklyn: 6/18, 6 p.m. (Digital Media) 
Westchester: 6/18, 5-7 p.m 
Long Island: 6/18, 6-8 p.m. 
Manhattan: 6/25, 6-7:30 p.m. 


For more information & to RSVP: 

1-800-polytech 
gradadmit@poly.edu 
www. poly.edu/gradu ate 


• engineering 

» computer science 
» construction management 
» financial engineering 

• technology management/mba 

• digital media & communications 
» natural & physical sciences 


polytechnic 

IIMI\/rDCITV 


discover the power of polythinking" 






















Dreaming of Wal-Mart 


I n a front-page story two weeks ago , our 
reporter Sarah Portlock took a walk along 
the Fulton Mall shopping strip in Down- 
town Brooklyn and found that at least 11 
chain stores have more than one location 
in that short, eight-block stretch. 

One store. Payless Shoes, has three! 
Real-estate observers said that such sat- 
uration makes sense from a retailers’ per- 
spective, although it does little to enhance 
shoppers’ choice or help keep prices com- 
petitive. 

But change is afoot on the Fulton Mall. 
This week, The BrooklynPaper confirmed 
that H&M , the high-fashion, low-price , Euro- 
styled clothing store, plans to open next year 
on the mall, at Bridge Street. 

And the New York Sun is reporting that 
JC Penney may occupy the current Conway 

This is great news for shoppers, as both 
chains pride themselves on diverse offer- 
ings and competitive prices. 

As does Ikea, which will open on Wednes- 


day in Red Hook. 

As does Target, whose Atlantic Terminal 
store is said to be the chain’s busiest loca- 
tion in the United States — so busy, in fact, 
that Target is planning to build another store 
just four blocks away. 

Which brings us to Wal-Mart, whose rev- 
olutionary combination of size, selection and 
price has lowered the cost of living for millions 
of Americans. As Brooklynites have welcomed 
Target and Ikea, they would flock to the Ben- 
tonville behemoth if given the opportunity. 

This newspaper has long supported Wal- 
Mart’ s efforts to open its first New York City 
store in Brooklyn, and has said that there is 
no better place for Wal-Mart than near the 
Fulton Mall. 

While we remain concerned about some 
of Wal-Mart’s corporate policies, we also 
believe that if it opened a truly urban store, 
Brooklyn consumers — and their dollars — 
would bend the chain towards our values, 
not the other way around. 


And therein lies the key to adapting big- 
box stores to our urban environment. 

If developers put them in mass-transit- 
starved enhanced strip malls like Caesar’s 
Bay or Gateway at Spring Creek, we end up 
with an auto-driven “sucking sound” pulling 
the life out of nearby neighborhood shop- 
ping strips. 

But put a Target, JC Penney or Wal-Mart 
in an existing downtown, and you draw even 
more traffic to the merchants occupying the 
adjacent streets. Then, instead of killing Mom- 
and-Pop stores, they’d present the Mom and 
Pops with enlarged opportunities for profit. 

Fulton Mall is well served by public tran- 
sit that efficiently connects it to most of New 
York City — and is surrounded by boom- 
ing residential and commercial neighbor- 
hoods with hundreds of thousands of po- 
tential shoppers. 

With Fulton Mall changing, it is time for 
city officials to reconsider Wal-Mart’ s at- 
tempt to bring its low prices and vast selec- 
tion to Downtown Brooklyn. 


Y»u*¥- E Wrf kW 
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LETTERS 


Want to build Brooklyn Bridge Park? Scale it back! 


To the editor. 

It is not surprising that costs have soared 
for the Brooklyn Bridge Park (“Bridge park 
costs soar,” May 31). The price for every- 
thing is going up. What is important is that 
there is enough money to start building the 
park as your article points out. The park 
does not have to build in one year. It can 
be built as money becomes available. 

In the past few months, several hundred 
people attended planning sessions for Pier 
6 at the foot of Atlantic Avenue, which was 
a late addition to the park. People are hun- 
gry for a public park with active, and fun 
year-round activities for all. 

We are meeting with elected officials to 
convince them to start some programming 
on Pier 6 that will generate funding to help 


Send a letter 


By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn Paper, 
55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 


All letters must be signed ar 


include 


j address and phone 

borhood are published with the letter). 

Letters may be edited and will not be 
returned. Tne earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 


pay for the park and begin to attract park us- 
ers . We find some encouragement and open- 
ness to these ideas . After all, elected officials 
wrote last year to the Empire State Devel- 
opment Corporation (ESDC) that urged the 
agency to “re-engage the community in the 
park design process.” 

As to what is driving up costs, there are 
elements of the official ESDC plan that 
are unnecessary, that few people want, and 
worse still, will damage the environment. 
ESDC plans huge wave-calming devices 
in the East River to make a pond for kay- 
aking, and building floating walkways to 
nowhere. Plans also call for buying a fleet 
of cars and paying for a private armed po- 
lice force. They have no place in a public 
park, and we urging legislators to work to 
drop these from the plan and thereby lower 

Irene Van Slyke, Boerum Hill 

The writer is chair of the Sierra Club Task 
Force on Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

Don’t be a baby 

To the editor, 

I read with interest the article, “Thief of 
BadBags” (The Brooklyn Angle, May 31), 
about the Park Slope Food Co-op’s vote to 
ban plastic bags. 

It certainly is a great idea! 

However, I never read anything about 


one of the greatest offenders to our envi- 
ronment: Pampers diapers. 

I understand they cannot be recycled. What 
about an alternative to Pampers — perhaps 
something is being manufactured with re- 
cyclable materials? 

Teresa Martin, Park Slope 

Horseplay 

To the editor, 

Thank you for highlighting the challeng- 
ing conditions that horses and riders face 
in Prospect Park in your story, “They hurt 
horses, don’t they?” (June 7). 

The article had a tone of resignation from 
the Paries Department and the Prospect Park 
Alliance. The dangerous conditions are not 
“top priority,” the cost is huge, and by im- 
plication, nothing will be done. 

This is not acceptable. We’re not talking 
about a facility for only a handful of peo- 
ple here. Hundreds of people take a trail 
ride through the park every week and safety 
should be a priority. 

It is a matter of actually putting the mat- 
ter on the agenda and making it a capital 
improvement issue. 

Let’s not forget what can be achieved. 
The bridle paths in Forest Park, Queens 
benefited from part of a $1 ,7-million cap- 
ital improvement grant, largely thanks to 
then Councilmember, Tom Ognibene. 


Attention Brooklyn — we need another 
Tom Ognibene to step up to the plate. 

Ruth Moore, Windsor Terrace 

To the editor. 

On Saturday, more than one hundred thou- 
sand people attended the Belmont Stakes to 
watch the thoroughbreds, and huge crowds 
pass daily through the American Museum 
of Natural History’s exhibit, “the Horse,” to 
marvel over the many accomplishments of 
the horse. 

Yet hard pressed would any one of them 
be, in this city, to actually see , touch or ride 
a real live horse. 

The bridle trails of Prospect Park are 
one of the few places left in this city where 
children and adults alike have the opportu- 


nity to learn to ride or simply marvel over 
the beauty that is a horse cantering through 
the park. 

Prospect Park Alliance director Tupper 
Thomas said that the repair of the bridle 
paths is not a top priority right now. I ask, 
“Why not?” 

I wonder has she ever been to Kensing- 
ton Stable on a beautiful Saturday and wit- 
nessed the crowds clamoring for a chance 
to interact with a live horse, not one in a 
museum exhibit, or through a television 
screen, but the real thing? 

If the eroded trails result in pushing the 
horses out of Prospect Park, we will have 
succeeded in making our world that much 
smaller and less spectacular. 

Susan Montross, Clinton Hill 


CORRECTIONS 


Our article “Ridge synagogue for sale” (June 7) incorrectly reported the historic sta- 
tus of the Bay Ridge United Methodist Church. The so-called “Green Church” is, in fact, 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Also, our front-page story about Bob Dylan’s Aug. 12 concert in Prospect Park (“ 
‘Celebrate’ Dylan,” June 7) incorrectly suggested that Park Slope resident David Shenk 
would not pay $100 to see a concert featuring Richard Thompson, Bruce Springsteen 
and Elvis Costello. Actually, Shenk said he would pay $100 for such a show, or any show 
featuring a combination of three legendary musicians. But he reiterated that he thought 
that $100 for Dylan alone was exorbitant, as he said in our story. The Brooklyn Paper 
regrets the confusion. 


Serve Somebody 

To the editor. 

Like The Brooklyn Paper, I am excited 
that Bob Dylan will be playing in Prospect 
Park (“‘Celebrate’ Dylan,” June 7). 

Unlike the quoted David Shenk, I am 
willing to pay $100 to see this modern day 
Shakespeare. 

I ask Mr. Shenk, how much did he pay 
to take his family to see “Sex and the City” 
and then dinner at the Olive Garden? 

I am especially excited that Dylan is 
playing Brooklyn because of the lyrical 
connection he has to the borough. 

I am not speaking about how famed 
Brooklyn author Jonathan Lethem sug- 
gested to Dylan during a Rolling Stone 
interview that he put the forgettable “Cat’s 
in Well” in his concert repertoire. 

I am not speaking of the supposed Brook- 
lyn Heights allusion in one of Dylan’s most 
famous songs, “Tangled up in Blue” (“I 
lived with him on Montague Street/A base- 
ment down the stairs/There was music in 
the cafes at night/And revolution in the 

No, the lyrical connection I refer to is 
the song, “Slow Train Coming”: obviously 
based on the F train. 

Lawrence Gardner, Manhattan 



Thinking about buying a home? 

Need money for a down payment? 

Already own a home? Need money for repairs? 
Facing foreclosure? Don't know what to do? 


Department of 
Housing Preservation 
& Development 


presents 

The Annual Housing Fair 

Join us to learn more about: 

* HPD's HomeFirst Down Payment Assistance Program for first-time homebuyers 

* Foreclosure prevention services and low-interest loan programs 

* The home buying process and mortgage products that fit your needs 

STATEN ISLAND -Wednesday, June 18, 2008 • 6:00pm - 9:00pm 

(co-sponsored by Staten Island Borough President James P. Molinaro) 
Brighton Heights Reformed Church 
320 Saint Marks Place, St. George, Staten Island 

Directions: Staten Island Ferry to St. George Ferry Terminal, walk up hill to St Marks Place 
or take S42 Bus to Central A venue & Hyatt Street and walk to St Marks Place 

BROOKLYN -Monday, June 23,2008 • 6:00pm - 9:00pm 

(co-sponsored by Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz) 

Brooklyn Borough Hall 

209 Joralemon Street, The Courtroom, 2nd FI., Brooklyn 

Directions: 2, 3,4, 5 trains to Borough Hall Station; 

A, C, F trains to Jay Street/Borough Hall Station 

SPACE IS LIMITED - RSVP at (212) 863-5710 
Refreshments! Giveaways and Prizes! 

Sponsored by 

The BANK of N EW YORK MELLON 

Citibank ^ M&TBank ®JPMorganChase 

S3 Countrywide HSBC <Z> H Washington Mutual 




New York City encourages dads to spend quality 
quality time with their children. Join us for our 
free events throughout the year. 


CELEBRATE FATHER'S DAY 
AT THE BEACH 


Sunday, June 15, 2008 

1 :00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., KeySpan Park, Brooklyn 


Free food, gifts, and games for kids and dads 
Special treat: watch the Brooklyn Cyclones practice 
R.S.V.P. at 212-331-6200 


For more information on NYC DADS 
and other events this summer, 
call 31 1 or visit NYC.gov/HRA 



Sponsored by: 

Nike 
NY Jets 
NY Giants 
NY Knicks 
NY Mets 
Upper Deck 

The Walt Disney Company 
Warner Bros. 































































Real Estate • Merchandise • Employment 
Religious Services • Family • Public Notices 
Home Improvement • Professional Services 


The Brooklyn Classifieds 


June 14, 2008 
Call (718) 834-9350 ext. 109 
BrooklynPaper.com/Classifieds 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 

■ Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 

• Construction Management - 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Dept, of Buildings & Landmarks 

■ Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (71 8) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.com 


GEORGE ARCHITECT, AIA 

ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS 

Residential, Commercial & Industrial 
New Building, Renovation, 


BATH & KITCHEN TILE 


John 

Costelloe 


John Costellos (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry Plus 


CLEANING SERVICES 


s* CLEAN 
-"GREEN 
MAIDS 

IX ■ WEEKLY ■ BI-MONTHLY ■ CLEAN-INS/OUTS 
10% DISCOUNT-YEARLY CONTRACTS 

Gift Certificates Available • EHIflB^O L2; 


Call (718) 383-0875 


DECKS 


Bonded & Insured 



CARPET CLEANING 


USA CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY 


CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 


(718) 832-0900 


CLEANING SERVICES 


Mj$hirpl|g r s 


718-279-3334 L 


SUPER CLEAN 
MAINTENANCE CORP 

$99 Clean-out Specials (most homes) 
$50 Gutter Cleaning 
$4 Windows Cleaning 
Yard & Leaf Clean-ups 

(516) 974-8488 


CLEANING SERVICES 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move in Clean-up 
Office - Residential • General__ 

Le 718573-4165 yS 


General Cleaning Services 

Homes ■ Offices 
Floor Stripping & Waxing 
Carpet Shampooing ■ Windows 
Special Recession Pricing 
ZYPHERSON CORP. 

(516) 523-3925 m 


JSL 

Environmentally Responsible 
Cleaning Service 

Residential - Commercial 
Post Construction - Maid Service 
Building Maintenance - Carpet 8 Upholstery 
Move in-Move out 
Post-Construction Clean up 

(718) 626-8750 
greenapplemaids.com 


CLOCK RESTORATION 


CLOCK RESTORATION, LTD. 

Fine clocks and mechanical 
antiques bought, sold and 
repaired. Work guaranteed. 

References Available 
Don Yule (718) 857-9831 
zorecobalt777@msn.com L22 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN • PRODUCTS • REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 

718-745-0722 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small ” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

( 718 ) 236-9466 

Lie.# FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
1266064 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 


MIMI 

NEW YORK 
Huge Selection of 
European Fabrics 
Window Treatments 
Upholstery 

Custom Furniture and Bedding 

In-Home Services 

Brooklyn & Manhattan 

( 212 ) 355-0533 

info@miminyc.com 

www.miminyc.com 


DECKS 

by Bart 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 
Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
( 718 ) 875-6100 
( 212 ) 475-6100 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the hour 

• Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 
so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 

• Technicians specializing in repair and upgrades 
of older homes built before 1980 


I Christopher John 
Electrical Inc. 


Call 718-389-9898 

www.ChristJon.com 


oc 

UNDgCAP^ 

C ° ntr actors Incorporated 

Design, Installation and Maintenance 

Urban Garden Specialists 

(718) 922.2900 l 


K&M ELECTRIC 
SERVICES 


Caii Keith (646) 423-7674 


USA EXTERMINATORS 

RESIDENTIAL ■ COMMERCIAL 
"Sales! Methods Used" 


TERMITE EXPERTS 

718-832-0900 


J * 


Residential & 

Commercial 

Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs 
Moths • Mice • Rats 

LICENSED & INSURED 


FLOOR MAINTENANCE 


* Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 

• Custom Colors & Designs 
Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 

kellswoodfloors@yahoo.com 


HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


Hardwood Floors 

ding • Refinishing 


Free Estimates 

7 18-972-1984 

Lic#1 269932 Bonded 


BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPES OF FENCES 
Custom Cedar, Stockade, PVC 
Chain Link, Aluminum, 
Privacy Slats, Gates, Security, 
Ornamental Steel, 

Many Styles to Choose From 


) It’s Spring! 
Wake up your garden 
Garden Service 
Annuals, perrennials, installations, 
maintenance, general clean-up, 
Brownstone, Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


10% SENIOR DISCOUNT 

Windows • Doors • Painting 
Brick Work • Concrete 
Kitchens • Bathrooms 
~ Ask for Bobby ~ 

(718) 529-2244 ^ 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 AM 


Amighini Architectural Inc. 

THE BEST ANTIQUE SALVAGE DOORS AND MORE 



■ 116 3RD PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 92 PROSPECT PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 102 Willow St. Brooklyn NY 

■ 223 Wyckoff St. Brooklyn NY 


■ 355 4TH St. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 379 4TH St. BROOKLYN NY 

• 418 13TH St, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 445 54TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 



\imwm 

IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 



(718) 965-4900 


LOCKSMITH 

Locks changed, installed, repaired 

• Pick-proof, hi-security locks 

• Safes-combioation changes 

Specialist in: 

• Brownstone locks & doors 
• Decorative hardware 

• Locks to fit odd-sized doors 

CALL FRANK-KEY 

Omer opentei - 17 yrs is Brooklyn 

( 718 ) 447-8144 

S Commercial Lock, Inc. ®® 
Dept, of Consumer Affairs Loc#0790699 


@2 

TRANSCEND 

MASONRY 

Brick ■ Stone ■ Pavers 
Concrete • Tile 
363 6th Avenue, Brooklyn 

(347) 407-1816 

Lic#1 274320 ■ Insured L 42 


MOVERS (LICENSED) 


A-l JAYS WAY MOVING 

3 generations. For the lowest 


718-763-1435 


MOVERS (LICENSED) 


FOR ALL YOUR MOVING 
& STORAGE NEEDS 


LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE MOVES 

UP CAA/ All Moves To Florida, 
_ _ } "VbS California and 

TO M V All Points in Between 

Professional Services • Fair Prices 

888-439-6630 

T11650 www.movingaaa.com 

651 AAA MOVING, INC 


MOVING YOUR WAY . 


Moving co T3331 5 584 6th A v 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


MOVERS (LICENSED) 


We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HAT MOVERS ^ 


Master Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, 
Skim Coats 

Excellent References 

(718) 834-0470 


STONEHENGE 

CONSTRUCTION GROUP 


OFF 


INTERIOR - EXTERIOR PAINTING 


ECO-FRIENDLY 

Complete Interior Renovations 

Kitchens - Bathrooms - Tiling ■ Electrical 
Wood Flooring ■ Basements ■ Windows 

917.974.3625 

LIC# 1200619 ■ INSURED 


John Haviaras 


EAGLE^CONTRACTORS 


GENERAL RENOVATIONS 
★ ★ Interior & Exterior ★ ★ 

Carpentry ■ Kitchens ■ Bathrooms ■ Plastering - “ 
Painting ■ Roofing ■ Waterproofing 
Stucco ■ Brick & Concrete Work 

FREE ESTIMATES insured 


(718) 686-1100 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN- PRODUCTS -REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 


vw.knockoutrenovation.com 

718-745-0722 


* 


Chris Mullins 

CJM CONTRACTING, INC. 
Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens Carpentry 


* 


All Renovations • Brickwork • Dormers • Extensions • 
Windows • Waterproofing 


718-276-8558 


fine craftsmanship in th 
Complete Interior Renovations & Rest 


FLORID 

C □ N STRU CTI □ N 

NO JOB TO SMALL OR TOO LARGE 

! ' 

■ Bathroom ■ Kitchens ■ Attics ■ Finished Basements 
■ Roofing ■ Plumbing ■ Electrical ■ Masonry 

7 1 S-32 1 - 1 3B3 ■ 

■! 7 1 B-490-B 1 70 j 
■ 1 Ml www.florioconstruction.net 
P 1 ■ - WE DO IT ALL! - 

Hi 


Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc. 

Complete Interior 
Renovations 
Licensed & Insured 

You don't pay a dime 
until the job's complete. 
Call Anthony 
718-858-8588 
347-731-4464 
Locally Owned & Operated 


Join KooWi's Homeowners 
Club today and SAVE! 

ENROLL IN A YEARLY SERVICE PLAN FOR AS LITTLE AS 89<S A DAY 

www.KooWi.com 

Just one call to one company for all your home repair needs 


24 HOURS A DAY • 7 DAYS A WEEK 
EMERGENCY CALL RESPONSE TIME IS 3 HOURS OR LESS 


MEMBERSHIP SERVICES INCLUDE: 

Sewage 8i Drain Cleaning • Plumbing • Electrical • Water Heater 
Boiler/Heating System • Roofing • Telephone Service • Boiler Inspection 
Chimney Pit Cleaning • and MUCH MORE! 

SIGN UP TODAY AND RECEIVE 10% OFF 

Senior citizen discount 15% off ^ 

L rV' i~l . "1 1 I /'I /Tl' HIC Lie# 1202633 

n r K I- HICLic# 0976902 

Over 30 years of experience in the construction industry L35 

(718) 434-8155 Emergency Service: (718) 434-8154 


MORE CLASSIFIEDS ON P15 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call: 718-893-4006 



Avanti 

Home Improvement Inc 

Roofing Specialist 

Interior Exterior 

• Bathrooms Jobs are Owner Supervised . Rooflng 
We haVe been 

•Ceramic Tile doing a great job •CustomDecta 

' Cu *rtyv3 en<,y for over ten years i^mere 

718-375-8292 TZ 


Y RENOVATIONS UNLIMITED 


Complete Kitchens & Bathrooms 
Brownstones ■ Condos ■ Co-ops 

718-356-4703 















































